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Events
November 2nd – Forgotten Land by 

Jiří Kylián to the music of Sinfonia da req-
uiem by Benjamin Britten, the first ballet 
premiere of the 242nd season, took place 
on the Bolshoi Theatre New Stage.

This is the second masterpiece of the 
world-famous Czech-born choreographer 
from the Netherlands that is now the part 
of the Bolshoi Theatre’s repertoire; this 
ballet was created in the beginning of his 
creative career. 

The one-act ballet Forgotten Land 
(world premiere took place in Stuttgart 
on April 4th 1981) is one of Kylián’s best 
works; it was inspired by paintings by the 
Norwegian expressionist Edvard Munch. 

Music director – Anton Grishanin.
Set and Costume Design: John F. Mac-

farlane.  Lighting Designer: Hans-Joachim 
Haas. Lighting Designer (adaptation): Ke-
es Tjebbes. 

The press-briefing and the dress re-
hearsal took place before the premiere, 
on Wednesday, November 1st, The Bolshoi 
Balle artistic director Makhar Vaziev, two 
ballerinas, two Honoured Artists of Rus-
sia Ekaterina Shipulina and Olga Smirno-
va, and the assistant to the choreographer  
Lorraine Blouin took part in the briefing. 

On the day of the premiere Jiří Kylián 
sent a welcome letter to the Bolshoi Theatre.

The performances of the ballet For-
gotten Land on the New Stage took place 
on November 2nd, 3rd, 4th  and 5th (2 p.m.) 
2017; the next series of performances will 
take place on February 7th, 8th and 9th 
2018. The cast of the Forgotten Land pre-
miere performances starred: Couple in 
white – Olga Smirnova and Semyon Chu-
din (November 2nd and 5th), Olga Smirno-
va and Jacopo Tissi (November 4th); Xenia 
Zhiganshia and Vladislav Kozlov (Novem-
ber 3rd);

Couple in black – Ekaterina Shipuli-
na and Vladislav Lantratov (November 
2nd and 5th); Yulia Stepanova and Artemy 
Belyakov (November 3rd), Maria Vinogra-
dova and Erick Swolkin (November 4th); 

Couple in red – Yanina Parienko and Vyacheslav Lopatin (Novem-
ber 2nd and 5th), Elvina Ibraimova and Igor Tsvirko (November 3rd 
and 4th); Couple in grey – Yulia Grebenshchikova  and Ivan Alexeyev 
(November 2nd and 5th ), (November 3rd), Nelli Kobakhidze and Alex-
ander Vodopetov (November 3rd and 4th); 

Couple in pink – Yulia Skvortsova and Erick Swolkin (November 
2nd and 5th), Anastasia Gubanova and Anton Savichev (November 3rd 
and 4th); 

Couple in beige – Anastasia Denisova and Dmitry Dorokhov (No-
vember 2nd and 5th), Xenia Averina and Artur Mkrtchyan (November 
3rd and 4th). 

Conductor – Anton Grishanin. 
For more information about the ballet Forgotten Land by  Jiří 

Kylián please refer to the article Dance of Life in the Middle of No-
where on the Bolshoi’s website and the article by Music Seasons.  The 
recording of the curtain call  on November 2nd, the opening night of 
the ballet Forgotten Land, is available on Youtube.

The booklet about the premiere of Forgotten Land (compiling ed-
itor – Anna Galayda) is available here.

http://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/4005/
http://www.bolshoi.ru/about/press/articles/premiere/Forgotten-Land-premiere-11-2017/
http://musicseasons.org/balet-zabytaya-zemlya/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aWXyTuEh2fA
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0MpwMTOyyzRa0ZSSDNZQlZlRlE/view


Newsletter November 2017

For additional information, please contact The Bolshoi Theatre Press Office by e-mail: pr@bolshoi.ru tel.: + 7 495 692 0818, fax: + 7 495 692 3367

Opera Theatre in Cagliari (2013), at the Opera Festival in 
Aix-en-Provence and at other venues.  

The luxurious set was designed by Peter John Da-
vison; Tanya McCallin created the marvelous costumes. 

Irina Lungu performed the part of Violetta on 
November 2nd and 4th. There were several interesting 
debuts in the November series of performances. On No-
vember 2nd and 4th the cast starred not only Irina Lun-
gu, but also the leading soloist of the Mariinsky Theatre 
Alexei Markov as Giorgio Germont. On November 1st, 3rd 
and 5th the Albanian tenor Rame Lahaj made his debut 
at the Bolshoi Theatre with the part of Alfredo. 

Maestro Tugan Sokhiev conducted the orchestra on 
November 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th. 

More information about the casts is available here.
The article The Story of Violetta, Told by Herself... 

about La Traviata by Verdi and the history  of  its produc-
tions at the Bolshoi is available on the theatre’s website.

The programme of the evening also included The 
Cage by Jerome Robbins to the music by Igor Stravin-
sky and Etudes by Harald Lander to the music by Carl 
Czerny arranged and orchestrated by Knudage Riisag-
er (both ballets premiered on the Bolshoi Theatre New 
Stage on March 19th 2017 at the Modern Choreography 
Night). The cast of  The Cage starred: Novice – Ekaterina 
Krysanova (no Vember 2nd and 4th), Anastasia Stash-
kevich (November 3rd and 5th); The Queen – Yanina Pa-
rienko (November 2nd and 4th), Olga Marchenkova (de-
but November 3rd and 5th); The First Intruder – Nikita 
Kapustin (November 2nd), Yuri Ostrovsky (November 
3rd and 5th), Apollinary Proskurnin (November 4th); The 
Second Intruder – Alexander Vodopetov (November 2nd 
and 4th), Erick Swolkin (November 3rd and 5th ). 

The cast of Etudes starred: Alyona Kovalyova, Artem 
Ovcharenko and Jacopo Tissi (November 2nd); Anna Ni-
kulina, Artem Ovcharenko and Semyon Chudin (Novem-
ber 3rd), Evgenia Obraztsova, Vyacheslav Lopatin and 
Mark Chino (November 4th); Yulia Stepanova, Egor Ger-
ashchenko (debut) and Jacopo Tissi (November 5th). 

More information about casts is available on the 
Bolshoi Theatre’s website: 

The Cage
Forgotten Land 
Etudes 

November 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th (2 p.m.) – La Travi-
ata by Giuseppe Verdi staged by Francesca Zambello on 
the Bolshoi Theatre Historic Stage.

On November 2nd and 4th the soloist of La Scala Iri-
na Lungu (soprano) made her debut at the Bolshoi with 
the role of Violetta. The singer has already performed 
this role at the  Teatro Real of Madrid  (2015), Zurich Op-
era House (2015), Deutsche Opera in Berlin (2016), Berlin 
Staatsoper and Hambrug State Opera (2016), Teatro La 
Fenice in Venice and Teatro Regio in Turin (2014), at the 

The painting The Dance of Life by Edvard Munch
(canvas, oil; 126 × 190,5; 1899-1900),

one of the inspirations for the ballet Forgotten Land
by  Jiří Kylián, (1981)/National Gallery, Oslo

Irina Lungu as Violetta. La Traviata by Giuseppe Verdi,
La Scala. Photo courtesy:  Ôlyrix

November 3rd and 4th – the famous dancer and 
choreographer Rocio Molina presented her grand pro-
duction Bosque Ardora at the Stanislavsky and Ne-
mirovich-Danchenko Moscow Academic Music Theatre 
as a part of the festival DanceInversion.

http://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/570/roles/#20171101190000
http://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/570/details/
http://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/2000/
http://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/2000/
http://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/1023/
http://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/2000/roles/#20171102190000
http://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/4005/roles/#20171102190000
http://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/1023/roles/#20171102190000
http://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/570/
http://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/570/
http://www.bolshoi.ru/persons/opera/3600/
http://www.bolshoi.ru/persons/opera/3600/
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veterans of war and labour, who made the major con-
tribution to our victory. We bow down before our dear 
veterans! We are proud of you!”. Information agencies 
quoted the mayor’s speech.

The production playbill on the Stanislavsky Thea-
tre’s website.

The production playbill on the festival’s website.
Video

November 10th and 11th – the festival at the Sta-
nislavsky Music Theatre continued with three one-act 
ballet, presented by Dresden Frankfurt Dance Company: 
High Breed (2017) to the music by Ulrich Müller & Sieg-
fried Rössert (48nord), Echoes of a restless soul (2016) 
to the piano pieces by Maurice Ravel Ondine & Le Gibet 
from Gaspard de la Nuit (performed live by  Ruslan Bez-
brozh) and Moto Perpetuo (2016) to the music by Ulrich 
Müller & Siegfried Rössert (48nord). Choreography, 
Light, Stage, Costumes: Jacopo Godani.

Music Seasons published an article about Jacopo 
Godani, born in La Spezia, Italy; he was a leading soloist 
of the Frankfurt Ballet (1991-2000), in 2015 he took the 
place of William Forsythe and became the company’s  
artistic director and choreographer.

The production playbill on the Stanislavsky Thea-
tre’s website.

The production playbill on the festival’s website.
The programme and the schedule of performances 

of the XX International Modern Dance Festival DanceIn-
version 2017 is available on the Bolshoi Theatre website.
For information about the tickets, the playbill and the 
festival details please refer to DanceInversion official 
website.

November 7th, 12:00 — following a long tradition the 
ceremonial reception for the veterans of the Great Patri-
otic War and participants of the historical war parade 
on the Red Square on November 7th 1941 and June 24th 
1945 took place on the Bolshoi Theatre Historic Stage. 
Sergey Sobyanin congratulated everyone on the 76th an-
niversary of the 1941 Red Square parade: “Today this hall 
hosts legendary people, participants of the 1941 parade, 

Photo courtesy:
Dominik Mentzos/Dresden Frankfurt Dance Company

Sergey Sobyanin congratualted veterans
on the 76th anniversary of the war parade

on the Red Square/Vesti. Moskva

Igor Tsvirko – Spartacus
(he made his debut on November 10th)

November 8th, 9th and 10th – Spartacus to the mu-
sic by Aram Khachaturyan on the Historic Stage – one 
of the most famous performances of BT.

Spartacus choreographed by Yuri Grigorovich (the 
premiere took place on April 9th 1968). 

The creation of this masterpiece was associated 
with the names of the outstanding dancers that per-
formed the main parts: Vladimir Vasiliev, Mikhail Lav-

https://stanmus.ru/event/438339
http://www.dance-inversion.ru/ru/2017/attendance/rosio_molina/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TvfjX7UFsYU
http://musicseasons.org/yakopo-godani/
https://stanmus.ru/event/376404
http://www.dance-inversion.ru/ru/2017/attendance/dresden_frankfurt/Video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BoNjm00R1vw
http://www.bolshoi.ru/about/press/articles/none/danceinversion-2017-schedule/
http://www.dance-inversion.ru/ru/2017/about.php
http://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/47/
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rovsky, Maris Liepa, Nina Timofeeva and Ekaterina Max-
imova. 

The casts of this series of performances starred: 
November 8th – Denis Rodkin (Spartacus), Alexander 
Volchkov (Crassus), Svetlana Zakharova (Aegina), Anna 
Nikulina (Phrygia) and Denis Savin (Gladiator); Novem-
ber 9th – Mikhail Lobukhin (Spartacus), Vladislav Lant-
ratov (Crassus), Maria Alexandrova (Aegina), Maria 
Vinogradova (Phrygia) and Anton Savichev (Gladiator). 

On November 10th the following dancers made 
their debuts: Spartacus – Igor Tsvirko, Crassus – Artemy 
Belyakov. The cast also starred Maria Allash (Aegina), 
Anastasia Stashkevich (Phrygia) and Denis Medvedev 
(Gladiator).  

Conductors – Pavel Sorokin (November 8th and 
10th), Pavel Klinichev (November 9th). 

Information about full casts for each performance 
is available here.

For more information about the various produc-
tions of the ballet please refer to the article by Anna 
Galayda Giselle on the Russian stage on the Bolshoi’s 
website.

The last time the Bolshoi Ballet presented Giselle 
was at Tokyo Bunka Kaikan (June 4th and 5th) and Osa-
ka Festival Hall (June 17th) during the company’s guest 
tour in Japan. 

November 15th, 16th, 17th, 18th and 19th, the Historic 
Stage – performances of Don Carlo by Giuseppe Verdi 
staged by a famous English director Adrian Noble. 

The production marked the 200th birth anniversary 
of the composer and premiered on December 17th 2013. 

The cast for November 15th, 17th and 19th stars Dmi-
try Beloselsky as Philip II, Oleg Dolgov as Don Carlo, Igor 
Golovatenko as Rodrigo, Marquis of Posa, Pyotr Migunov 
as The Grand Inquisitor, Hibla Gerzmava as Elisabeth 
of Valois, Ekaterina Gubanova as Princess Eboli and Go-
derdzi Janelidze as A Monk. 

The cast for November 16th and 18th stars Rafal Si-
wek as Philip II, Nazhmiddin Mavlyanov as Don Carlo, 
Elchin Azizov as Rodrigo, Marquis of Posa, Vyacheslav 
Pochapsky as The Grand Inquisitor, Anna Nechaeva as 
Elisabeth of Valois, Agunda Kulaeva as Princess Eboli 
and Nikoilai Kazansky as A Monk. 

Conductor – Giacomo Sagripanti.
More information about all casts is available here.
For more information about the production please 

refer to the Bolshoi’s website.

On November 22nd the Bolshoi Theatre is getting 
ready to present the ballet Romeo and Juliet on the New 
Stage.  This time it is Alexei Ratmansky that has turned 
to the great score by Sergei Prokofiev (Music Director – 
Pavel Klinichev, Set Designer and Costume Designer – 
Richard Hudson, Lighting  Designer – Jennifer Tipton, 
assistants to the choreographer – Greta Hodgkinson 
and Aleksandar Antonijevic).

The premiere performances are scheduled to take 
place on November 22nd, 23rd, 24th, 25th and 26th, as 
well as January 19th – 21st 2018.

The ballet Romeo and Juliet was created by the cho-
reographer for the National Ballet of Canada (Toronto) 
in 2011.  The production is going to become a part of the 
Bolshoi’s repertoire together with the production by 
Yuri Grigorovich (Set Design and Costumes by Simon 
Virsaladze, the capital revival of the 1979 production 
took place in 2010).

November 8th – 11th, the Bolshoi Theatre New Sta-
ge – performances of the comic opera by Wolfgang Ama-
deus Mozart Così fan tutte, ossia La scuola degli amanti. 

This was the first time that the Bolshoi Theatre’s 
music director and chief conductor Tugan Sokhiev con-

November 11th and 12th, Historic Stage – the ballet 
Giselle to the music by Adolphe Adam, the choreographic 
version by Yuri Grigorovich.

The casts starred: November 11th – Olga Smirnova 
(Giselle), Semyon Chudin (Albrecht), Alyona Kovalyo-
va (Myrtha, Moscow debut); November 12th – Svetlana 
Zakharova (Giselle), Denis Rodkin (Albrecht), Yulia 
Stepanova (Myrtha). 

Conductors – Alexei Bogorad (November 11th) and 
Pavel Sorokin (November 12th ). Information about full 
casts for each performance is available here.

The People’s Artist of the USSR Mikhail Lavrovsky
is rehearsing the leading part in the ballet Spartacus

by Yuri Grigorogich with Igor Tsvirko

http://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/47/roles/#20171108190000
http://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/41/details/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/711/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/711/roles/#20171115190000
https://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/711/details/
http://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/4008/
http://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/712/
http://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/41/
http://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/41/roles/#20171111190000
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ducted this opera. One of Mozart’s most popular operas 
about nature of love the opera was staged by the inter-
national production team headed by the Dutch director 
Floris Visser. 

Music Director – Stefano Montanari (Italy). 
More information about the production is available 

on the Bolshoi’s website.
The casts of the autumn series starred: Ekaterina 

Morozova and Olga Seliverstova (Fiordiligi), Yulia Ma-
zurova and Ekaterina Vorontsova (Dorabella), Konstan-
tin Shushakov and Alexander Miminoshvili (Guglielmo), 
Alexei Neklyudov and Yuri Gorodetsky (Ferrando), Ana-
stasia Barun (debut on November 8th ), Anna Aglatova 
and Vasilisa Berzhanskaya (Despina), Yuri Syrov and 
Nikolai Kazansky (Don Alfonso). 

Hammerklavier part – Artem Grishaev.
Maestro Tugan Sokhiev conducted the orchestra on 

all evenings. More information about casts for each per-
formance is available here.

November 12th, 7 p.m., the New Stage – the concert 
Leading Opera Voices of the World.

This is the second time that the Bolshoi Theatre 
Young Artists Opera Program and the Queen Sonja In-

ternational Music Competition (Norway) have organised 
the concert of the young vocalists. Queen Sonja person-
ally oversees the music competition. The Bolshoi The-
atre and the participants of the gala-concert received a 
letter from Her Majesty: “It is an honour for the Queen 
Sonja International Music Competition to continue its 
collaboration with the Bolshoi Theatre. I do hope sin-
cerely that this unique concert shall provide its partici-
pants with new opportunities for professional and per-
sonal growth. I wish all of you best of luck in your future 
careers”. 

This year 241 participants from 49 countries took 
part in the competition; five singers made it to the final 
round. Two of them are members of the Young Artists 
Program. Ruslana Koval (soprano), who has graduated 
from the programme this year, has become a finalist of 
the competition. Alexander Roslavets (bass) took part in 
the programme in 2016; he has received the 3rd prize 
and the special prize for the best performance of Nor-
wegian music.  

Seungju Bahg (tenor) from South Korea was the 
winner of the competition; at the present time he is 
studying singing in Germany. 

More information about all finalists of the Queen 
Sonja Competition-2017 and participants of the ga-
la-concert is available on the Bolshoi’s website.

Participants of the Bolshoi Young Artists Opera 
Program who became laureates of the Queen Sonja In-
ternational Music Competition in previous years are 
Kristina Mkhitaryan (the winner of the 2013 competition 
and one of the Program’s first graduates) and Ulyana 
Aleksyuk (3rd prize, 2011). Both of them are currently 
guest soloists of the Bolshoi Theatre. 

The playbill of the concerts is available on the Qu-
een Sonja International Music Competition official web-
site.

Alexei Ratmansky is currently rehearsing his ballet
with the company’s dancers.

Photo courtesy: Damir Yusupov

Maestro Tugan Sokhiev
conducted the opera Così fan tutte, ossia La scuola degli 

amanti by Mozart for the first time
at the Bolshoi Theatre

on November 8th, 9th, 10th and 11th. Photo courtesy:  
Orchestre National du Capitole de Toulouse

http://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/712/details/
http://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/712/roles/#20170517190000
http://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/4007/
http://www.bolshoi.ru/persons/people/2723/
http://www.bolshoi.ru/persons/people/2722/
http://www.bolshoi.ru/persons/people/2722/
http://www.bolshoi.ru/about/press/articles/announce/world-voices-2017/
http://www.bolshoi.ru/persons/opera/2381/
http://www.bolshoi.ru/persons/opera/1348/ 
http://www.bolshoi.ru/persons/opera/1348/ 
http://qsimc.no/en/articles/leading-young-artists-of-the-world-a-celebration-of-opera-excellence
http://qsimc.no/en/articles/leading-young-artists-of-the-world-a-celebration-of-opera-excellence
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November 3rd, 7:30 p.m., the Bolshoi Theater Bee-
thoven Hall – the closing ceremony and the gala-concert 
of the second Festival of Music Theatres of Russia See 
the Music and the award ceremony of Legenda/Legend 
prize.  The festival See the Music is organised by the Rus-
sian Association of Music Theatres.  

First laureates of Legenda/Legend prize: People’s 
Artist of the USSR Vladimir Vasiliev, People’s Artist of 
the USSR Galina Shoidagbayeva, People’s Artist of the 
USSR Zoya Vinogradova, an Honoured Artists of the RS-
FSR Evgenia Belousova-Uvarova and People’s Artist of 
the Russian Federation Sergei Barkhin. 

More information about the festival’s programme 
is available on the festival’ s website.

Leading opera voices of the world.
Photo courtesy /DR Koncerthuset 

The violin, made by Pietro Antonio Della Costa in 1764;
it is  this violin that Mozart played  in his last years in Vienna 

(the gift of Nicola Leibinger-Kammüller
to the Universität Mozarteum Salzburg)

Photo courtesy: www.sr.ru/klassik

The gala-concert of the second Festival of Music Theatres
of Russia See the Music and the award ceremony

of Legenda/Legend prize, November 3rd,
the Beethoven Hall. Photo:  facebook

Concerts of classical and contemporary music star-
ring the orchestra musicians, the opera company solo-
ists and guest artists continue at the Beethoven Hall. 

November 1st, 7:30 p.m. – the Bolshoi Theatre Or-
chestra Artists Concert  Benefit of Strings. 

The programme of the concert included pieces by 
Eugène Ysaÿe, Gaspar Cassadó, Wolfgang Amadeus Mo-
zart, Maurice Ravel and George Enescu for the most uni-
versal music instruments of the European orchestra – 
violin, viola, cello and bass. 

The concert starred: Ashot Gasparyan (violin), Al-
exander Kalashkov (violin), Alexander Mayboroda (vio-
lin), Vladlen Ovanesyanz (violin), Artem Rudenko (vio-
lin), Nikita Sukhikhi (violin), Igor Tsinman (violin), Ivan 
Saenko (viola), Alexei Yanenko (viola), Arseny Beznosik-
ov (cello) and Alexander Kashin (cello). 

For more information about the concert please 
refer to the article by Oxana Usova, available on the 
Bolshoi’s website.

http://amuzteatr.ru/kalendar-vtorogo-vserossijskogo-festivalya-muzykalnyx-teatrov-videt-muzyku/
http://amuzteatr.ru/kalendar-vtorogo-vserossijskogo-festivalya-muzykalnyx-teatrov-videt-muzyku/
http://amuzteatr.ru/kalendar-vtorogo-vserossijskogo-festivalya-muzykalnyx-teatrov-videt-muzyku/
http://amuzteatr.ru/kalendar-vtorogo-vserossijskogo-festivalya-muzykalnyx-teatrov-videt-muzyku/
http://amuzteatr.ru/videt-muzyku/
https://drkoncerthuset.dk/event/dronning-sonja-konkurrencen/
http://www.sr.ru/klassik/akademiya-mocarteum-poluchila-v-dar-skripku-mocarta.html
http://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/2987/
http://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/2987/
http://www.bolshoi.ru/about/press/articles/beethovenhall/strings-2017-11/
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November 12th, 3 p.m. – the second Sunday concert 
of Sergei Prokofiev’s music for children Peter and the 
Wolf and Other Musical Stories.

The concert starred the Bolshoi Theatre soloist 
Yulia Mazurova (mezzo-soprano) and the guest soloist 
Xenia Dezhneva (soprano), the pianists Alexander Prav-
ednikov and Nikolay Mukhametov. Storyteller: Evgeny 
Redko. 

Bolshoi Theatre Chamber Orchestra, conductor — 
Mikhail Tsinman.

November 14th, 7 p.m. – the concert Impressions of 
Childhood. 

The concert Hammer and Sickle in Commemora-
tion of the Great October Socialist Revolution Cente-
nary, was scheduled to take place on November 5th at 7 
p.m.; however the concert was cancelled.  

This happened due to an anonymous phone call by 
the so-called “telephone terrorist” that threatened that 
an explosion would take place at the theatre; following 
that safety measures were taken without any delay and 
participants of the concert, as well as the members of 
the audience, were evacuated immediately. The call took 
place after the matinee performances, when most of the 
spectators had already left the building. 

The concert is to take place at a different time. The 
date will be announced later. 

The article about the concert Hammer and Sickle 
scheduled to take place at the Beethoven Hall on No-
vember 5th that had to be canceled is available on the 
Bolshoi’s website.

On October 31st the Bolshoi Orchestra artists took 
part in the concert In the Memory of Victor Grishin.

Victor Grishin (October 20th 1950 – September 19th 
2016) was a Bolshoi Orchestra soloist, a timpanist, a 
composer, a professor of the Moscow State Conservato-
ry, an Honoured Artist of the Russian Federation (1993) 
and a chevalier of the Order for Merit to the Fatherland 
of the 2nd degree (2001). He was also the founder and  
long-time artistic director of the Bolshoi Theatre Per-
cussion Ensemble. The programme of the concert in-
cluded Elegy by Sergei Rachmaninov and pieces by Vic-
tor Grishin himself.

The outstanding dancer and pedagogue, a Peo-
ple’s Artist of the USSR Boris Akimov talks about Victor 
Grishin, his close friend. The materials are available on 
the Bolshoi’s website.

One of the last interviews that Victor Grishin, a 
professor of the Moscow State Conservatory, gave, was 
an interview given to his student Ilya Kirilichev. The in-
terview is available from the Academic Music College 
under the Moscow State Tchaikovsky Conservatory Face-
book page.

THE LOSS 
On November 12th Stanislav Vlasov passed away at 

the age of 84 after the long illness. He was the Bolshoi 
Ballet dancer In 1951-1971. He received golden medals at 
two Festivals of Youth and Students; the dancer was con-
sidered to be the best performer of secondary parts and 
was  the first performer of numerous concert numbers. 
He was a choreographer, the founder and the head of a 
ballet company; Vlasov became particularly famous at 
the Bolshoi as an outstanding partner and renovator of 
the ballet The Firebird to the music by Igor Stravinksy, 
which was strongly associated with Diaghilev’s Les Sai-
sons Russes. It was due to the efforts of Stanislav Vlas-
ov and his colleague Nikolay Simachev that the famous 
production by Mikhail Fokine was recreated in the USSR 
at the Bolshoi Theatre (1964). Both Vlasov and Simachev 
were students of an outstanding pedagogue Nikolai 
Tarasov, who was not only  a fabulous pedagogue, but 
also a spectacular dancer.

Stanislav Vlasov
(August 1st 1933 — November 12th  2017). 

Photo courtesy/TASS

The Bolshoi Theatre expresses its most sincere con-
dolences to the relatives and friends of Stanislav Vlas-
ov. The Minister of Culture of the Russian Federation 
Vladimir Medinsky: “An outstanding choreographer 
Stanislav Vlasov has passed away. He had a fruitful cre-
ative career and  left a very bright mark in the history 
of the Russian ballet as a talented artist, an attentive 
pedagogue and a wonderful choreographer. 

http://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/2983/
http://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/2983/
http://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/2989/
http://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/2989/
http://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/2989/
http://www.bolshoi.ru/about/press/articles/beethovenhall/revolution-concert/
http://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/2986/
http://www.bolshoi.ru/about/press/articles/beethovenhall/Viktor-Grishin-concert/
https://www.facebook.com/merzlyakovka/posts/1467506963278966
https://www.facebook.com/merzlyakovka/posts/1467506963278966
mkrf.ru https://www.mkrf.ru/press/news/vladimir_medinskiy_vyrazil_soboleznovaniya_rodnym_i_blizkim_stanislava_vlasova/
mkrf.ru https://www.mkrf.ru/press/news/vladimir_medinskiy_vyrazil_soboleznovaniya_rodnym_i_blizkim_stanislava_vlasova/


Newsletter November 2017

For additional information, please contact The Bolshoi Theatre Press Office by e-mail: pr@bolshoi.ru tel.: + 7 495 692 0818, fax: + 7 495 692 3367

Press
analysis:
Russian mass media

Since the beginning of the month Forgotten Land 
has been the focus of attention for Russian mass media 
that report about culture. 

Federal TV channels presented video reports about 
Forgotten Land: 

Culture  
TVC
The following sources also reported about the event: 
Radio Culture
Teatral

Olga Svistunova (TASS) reports: “The premiere of 
the ballet Forgotten Land by the outstanding Czech 
choreographer Jiří Kylián to the music of Sinfonia da 
Requiem by Benjamin Britten took place on Thursday 
[November 2nd] on the New Stage of the State Academic 
Bolshoi Theatre of Russia and was a triumph. The audi-
ence welcomed this short one-act ballet with an ovation 
that lasted for almost 10 minutes; the author of the bal-
let sent a letter of gratitude to the Bolshoi Theatre to 
mark the premiere”.

RIA Novosti report: “Forgotten Land is one of Ky-
lián’s earliest ballets; it was created in 1981 for the Stutt-
gart Ballet. It is choreographed to the music of Sinfonia 
da Requiem by Benjamin Britten; the composer himself 
defined it as a ‘slow, tragic procession, the “dance of the 
death”, the decisive finale’ ”. 

According to the assistant to the choreographer  
Lorraine Blouin, at the moment Kylián is working on 
a huge number of projects. Blouin stressed it had been a 
great honour for her to work with the Bolshoi Theatre’s 

Stanislav Vlasov possessed a unique talent, he was 
gifted in some extraordinary way, and over the long 
year of his selfless work at the ballet company he cre-
ated many characters that have rightly become classi-
cal examples of the art of a dancer. His works not only 
conquered hearts of the audience but were also praised 
by the professionals;he received prestigious awards sev-
eral times. The death of Stanislav Vlasov is a huge loss 
for the Russian ballet and  for our culture in general. I 
express my deepest and most sincere condolences and 
my support to the friends and relatives of the dancer. 
We cherish his memory!”.

artists that are the top-of-the-line dancers with wonder-
ful skills. 

She mentioned: “Of course, this language is new for 
them, this plastique is very unusual, not like in classical 
ballet. But it was something very important to learn and 
to be exposed to. These wonderful artists have made a 
huge leap over a short period of time. The ballet is now 
going to live and develop inside of them”.

There are six couples, dressed in white, red, grey, 
pink and beige costumes. Moreover, the ballerinas are 
wearing  not  pointe shoes, but soft ballet shoes. As the 
Bolshoi’s primas Olga Smirnova and Ekaterina Ship-
ulina admitted at the press conference… dancing not en 
pointe was not a big problem for them “ (article titled 
They Gave up the Pointe Shoes at the Bolshoi Theatre).

“The ballet Forgotten Land has become a bright 
heartfelt note in this chord of three one-act ballets; it 
was presented as a part of the renewed programme of 
the modern choreography night”. mospravda.ru

Leila Guchmazova (Rossiiskaya Gazeta) explains 
how important this event is  in her article entitled Red 
and Black. 

  The Bolshoi Ballet has presented the new produc-
tion that may be not a grand one, but certainly is very 
important in terms of the norms of the modern thea-
tre. /.../ There are three main heroes in Forgotten Land. 
The first one is Benjamin Britten, the author of Sinfonia 
da Requiem, whose Anglican pendantry allowed him to 
hear in three parts the Catholic mass grief, the theo-
macy-inspired anger along with the fact that death is 
inevitable and the wisdom of eternal peace. 

The second hero and the moving spirit was the great 
Norwegian Edvard Munch, who created his painting The 
Dance of Life in 1899 as a promise of all the horrors of 
the 20th century that were going to overwhelm his danc-
ers, couples and singletons, strong and hardened by the 
hardships of life. The third hero is Jiří Kylián himself, 
the smart guy, the Czech dissident, the 70-year old liv-
ing classic, who has staged many wonderful ballets and 
was artistic director of the most famous modern dance 
company, the Nederlands Dans Theatre.  The ballets of 
Kylián are now performed all over the world. /.../ Forgot-
ten Land was created in 1981 for the Stuttgart Ballet; it 
has now been performed in a very touching and almost 
impeccable manner. 

It is easy to draw parallels between Forgotten Land 
and Russian Seasons by Alexei Ratmansky that are 
similar to Kylián’s ballet in terms of the style. Ratman-
sky created an image of the national faith that almost 
brings a lump to one’s throat;  Kylián found something 
super-national in this general and inevitable requiem 
of life”.

https://tvkultura.ru/article/show/article_id/198146/
http://www.tvc.ru/news/show/id/126844
http://www.cultradio.ru/news/show/id/79346
http://www.teatral-online.ru/news/19966/
http://tass.ru/kultura/4700088
https://ria.ru/culture/20171102/1508065373.html
https://7days.ru/entertainment/afisha/v-bolshom-teatre-otkazalis-ot-puantov.htm#
http://mospravda.ru/2017/11/03/55797/
https://rg.ru/2017/11/05/v-bolshom-teatre-predstavili-balet-zabytaia-zemlia.html
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Svetlana Naborschikova (Izvestia) praises the 
pro duction in her article Fever Pitches of the Soul: the 
Bolshoi Theatre has staged Forgotten Land: the Bolshoi 
has included the production by Jiří Kylián in its collec-
tion of the 20th century classics: 

“The title of Kylián’s ballet is no more than a label 
on a piece of clothing; the same ballets performed by dif-
ferent companies look like totally different pieces. The 
same Forgotten Land can be interpreted as a graphic 
abstraction, where bodies of men and women are made 
similar to the notes in the symphony score, or, as it has 
been done at the Bolshoi Theatre, can be told as several 
stories, where each of the three couples is given their 
own faith and character /.../”.

Tatiana Kuznetsova (Kommersant) provides her ex-
pert commentary in the article The Bolshoi Has Stepped 
on the Forgotten Land: having staged the early produc-
tion by Jiří Kylián: “Everyone danced well, their perfor-
mances were inspired, emotional, beautiful in terms of 
lines, they demonstrated  broad range and consistency 
of patterns. /.../ For the Russian audience any piece by  
Kylián is not the forgotten land, but rather the land that 
is still to be discovered”. 

Valery Modestov (Vechernaya Moskva) notes in his 
review, entitled Memories of the Future: “Extravagant 

movements of the dancers’ bodies fascinate with the 
graphic plastique of their lines that sometimes are ge-
ometrically precise, like blades of swords that penetrate 
the space, and sometimes are “broken” on purpose, 
reminding us of the flames of ritual fires. “The talking 
arms” of the dancers are worth special mention. Some-
times they plead, sometimes they resent, sometimes 
they go up towards the sky like birds’ wings, sometimes 
they fall down their bodies like whips”. 

Elena Fedorenko entitled her review in the news-
paper Culture (No. 40, November 10th – 16th)  Requiem 
for the Land. She writes: “The movement is eternal, the 
dance numbers flow one into another and maintain 
their individuality, like each dancer maintains their im-
age”. 

Pavel Yaschenkov (Moskovskiy Komsomolets) writes 
about first casts of the Modern Choreography Night: 
“The Bolshoi’s dancers represent all these metaphors 
[of Forgotten Land] in a passionate and adequate man-
ner. As for the first cast , couples in white (Olga Smirno-
va and Semyon Chudin) and black (Ekaterina Shipuli-
na and Vladislav Lantratov) are particularly good. /.../ 
As for the second cast, Olga Smirnova, again, is really 
good (this ballerina is equally good whether it comes to  
classical dance or to modern choreography), as well as 
her partner Jacopo Tissi, who also did a really good job 
in another ballet masterpiece, presented that evening, 
Etudes by Harald Lander. It is actually breathtaking to 
realise how quickly this dancer progresses... This time in 
Etudes Tissi’s performance was particularly confident 
and precise.  

Other newcomers – Mark Chino and Egor Gerash-
chenko – impressed as well. The artistic director of the 
Bolshoi Ballet Makhar Vaziev trusted them to dance  in 
this  ballet that is quite artful and extremely difficult to 
perform. 18-year old Chino performed in Etudes togeth-
er with Vyacheslav Lopatin, an acclaimed virtuoso, and 
did not look bleak next to him. /.../”

Olga Smirnova, Ekaterina Shipulina and Yanina Parienko
in Forgotten Land by Jiří Kylián.

The Bolshoi Theatre New Stage, November 2nd and 5th. 
Photo courtesy: Damir Yusupov.

Yanina Parienko and Vyacheslav Lopatin – Couple in Red, 
Forgotten Land by Jiří Kylián, the Bolshoi Theatre New Stage, 

November 2nd and 5th.
Photo courtesy: Damir Yusupov/ Vechernaya Moskva

https://iz.ru/667606/svetlana-naborshchikova/krainie-tochki-dushi-bolshoi-teatr-postavil-zabytuiu-zemliu
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/3459738
http://vm.ru/news/431744.html
http://www.mk.ru/culture/2017/11/07/norvezhskiy-khudozhnik-edvard-munk-vdokhnovil-vydayushhegosya-baletmeystera.html
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Mass media report about celebrations that took 
place on November 7th and the gala-concert on the 
Bolshoi Theatre Historic Stage that was attended by the 
Moscow mayor Sergey Sobyanin; different sources quote 
his speech, addressed to the veterans and all members 
of the audience. 

RIA Novosti report: “Before the gala began, the 
mayor said: ‘Our grandfathers and great-grandfathers 
paid a very high price as they were fighting for life and 
freedom. Today this hall hosts participants of the 1941 
parade, veterans of war and veterans of labour. We bow 
down before our dear veterans! We are proud of you!’ “. 

Moskva Agency quotes the mayor: “Today is a great 
day for the whole country, for Moscow and for each of 
us. /.../ The parade is considered to be the key event, the 
tipping point in the history of the war”.

Vechernaya Moskva writes about one of the par-
ticipants of the veterans’ meeting and the gala-concert 
that took place on the Historic Stage: 

Maria Rokhlina (93) remembers: “When the war sta-
r ted, I was 16. I had just finished school. I dreamed of 
becoming a pilot and entering the Kharkiv Aviation In-
stitute. But on the third day of the war I received a no-
tification telling me to go to the defense works. At that 
time the bombing started and I had to give first aid to 
the wounded members of the tank crews.” 

Later Maria Rokhlina was sent to Stalingrad to-
gether with the squad of soldiers. There she helped to 
transport the wounded soldiers over the half-frozen riv-
er. When the war finished, Maria Rokhlina was in Czech-
oslovakia; she celebrated the victory together with other 
soldiers in the German city of Dresden. 

At the age of 93 she is still working –  she is the 
head of the district council of war veterans. 

TASS (“The ceremonial march marking the 76th an-
niversary of the historical parade to take place on the 
Red Square”) 

Official website of the Moscow mayor
Video report by Vesti-Moskva (November 7th, 3:16 

p.m.)
RIAMO
Moskovsky Den’
BezFormata. Ru

The leading information agencies and more than 
six dozen mass media sources report that the Bolshoi 
Theatre has become the leader in the number of nom-
inations for the Russian National Theatre Award The 
Golden Mask in music categories: there are three pro-
ductions, two operas and one ballet, as well as 14 per-
sonal nominations. 

Mass media mention that nominees for The Golden 
Mask 2016-2017 include productions by Kirill Serebren-
nikov, Konstantin Bogomolov, Rimas Tuminas and other 
directors. 

The 24th award ceremony is scheduled to take place 
on April 15th 2018 on the Bolshoi Theatre New Stage. 

Links to several sources: 
Video reports: 
Russia-Culture: “The Bolshoi Theatre has a record 

number of The Golden Mask nominations in music cat-
egories”.

TV Center
Ren-TV
TV Channel Saint Petersburg
Dozhd
Radio Mayak
Govorit Moskva
Echo Moskvy
Eto Kavkas
TASS
RIA Novosti
Interfax
Moskva Agency
Meduza
Russia-K website
Rossiiskaya Gazeta

The veteran Maria Rokhlina, the Bolshoi Theatre,
November 7th.

Photo courtesy: Ekaterina Petrova/Vechernaya Moskva

https://ria.ru/society/20171107/1508309272.html
http://www.mskagency.ru/materials/2721529
http://vm.ru/news/431683.htmlThe following sources reported about the event
http://tass.ru/obschestvo/4706343
https://www.mos.ru/mayor/themes/1299/4383050/
http://www.vesti.ru/videos/show/vid/735491/cid/3041/
https://riamo.ru/article/247756/sobyanin-pozdravil-veteranov-s-76-j-godovschinoj-voennogo-parada-na-krasnoj-ploschadi.xl
http://mosday.ru/news/item.php?1205887
http://podmoskovye.bezformata.ru/listnews/sergej-sobyanin-pozdravil-veteranov/62367622/and other mass media sources
https://tvkultura.ru/article/show/article_id/198168
http://www.tvc.ru/news/show/id/126752/
https://ren.tv/novosti/2017-11-02/kirill-serebrennikov-nominirovan-na-premiyu-zolotaya-maska
https://topspb.tv/news/2017/11/2/kirill-serebrennikov-nominirovan-na-premiyu-zolotaya-maska/
https://tvrain.ru/news/maska-449250/
https://radiomayak.ru/news/article/id/688008
https://govoritmoskva.ru/news/140175/
https://echo.msk.ru/news/2085044-echo.html
https://etokavkaz.ru/news/33437
http://tass.ru/kultura/4697379
https://ria.ru/culture/20171102/1508064465.html
http://www.interfax.ru/culture/585878
http://www.mskagency.ru/materials/2720522
https://meduza.io/news/2017/11/02/kirill-serebrennikov-poluchil-dve-nominatsii-na-zolotuyu-masku
https://tvkultura.ru/article/show/article_id/198111
https://rg.ru/2017/11/02/28-rezhisserov-v-drame-nominirovany-na-zolotuiu-masku.html
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Vedomosti
Gazeta.Ru
Colta.ru
Teatral
Kino-Teatr.Ru
Life.ru
Fontanka.ru
as well as other central and local news sources. 

Most reports about the award stress the name of 
Kirill Serebrennikov is on the list (he staged at Moscow 
theatres music and drama productions last season). 

TASS announces in a separate piece of news (No-
vember 2nd, 1:44 p.m.): “The management of the Expert 
Council on the music theatre of the Russian National 
Theatre Award The Golden Mask regrets not having had  
the chance to  appreciate  the  ballet Nureyev directed 
by Kirill Serebrennikov and choreographed by Yuri Pos-
sokhov”. 

The head of the expert council Marina Gaikovich 
said on Thursday: “We are very sorry about the fact that 
the ballet Nureyev has not been presented for consider-
ation. We hope that our successors will have a chance 
to appreciate this production”. The composition of the 
expert councils is renewed every year.

have not been as rich but for this channel among the nu-
merous others. This channel is special. If it disappears, 
something very important will disappear as well, and by 
this I mean human soul, human heart, human culture”.

Vladimir Urin, Olga Rostropovich, Alexander Titel 
and Armen Medvedev were guests of the TV channel 
Ru ssia-Culture programme The Spectator (on air on 
November 1st, 6:30 p.m. – 7: 30 p.m., the host – Andrey 
Maximov).

Mass media continue to report about the new pro-
duction of the ballet Romeo and Juliet to the music 
by Sergei Prokofiev; the performances are scheduled 
to take place on November 22nd – 26th on the Bolshoi 
Theatre New Stage. First issue of Culture newsletter by 
Marina Loshak (“Director of The Pushkin State Museum 
of Fine Arts reports about the most interesting cultural 
events in November”) reads: “The long-awaited pro-
duction of the ballet Romeo and Juliet by the world-fa-
mous choreographer Alexei Ratmansky is going to be 
the main November premiere at the Bolshoi Theatre. 
Ratmansky was formerly the Bolshoi Ballet artistic 
director, and today he is a guest choreographer of the 
American Ballet Theatre; during his career he has cre-
ated a number of extremely successful productions. /.../ 
Choreography by Alexei Ratmansky is a great reason to 
see the new ballet to the music by Sergei Prokofiev that 
everyone is so fond of. Undoubtedly, this is a must-see”. 

The ballet The Nutcracker by Pyotr Tchaikovsky cho-
reographed by Yuri Grigorogich (recording of 2014) will 
be shown at the Moskino chain of cinemas Yunost and 
Zvezda on December 24th. TASS announces: Moskino is 
going to present recordings of productions, staged at 
the world’s major theatres. The programme includes 
eight theatre productions that will be shown in the orig-
inal language with Russian subtitles. TV channels Rus-
sia-K, RT in Russian, as well as other central and local 
sources report the same news. 

Detailed information about the screenings is avail-
able in the internet source Glas Naroda.

Komsomolskaya Pravda (November 9th – 16th) men-
tions that the year of 2018 has been declared the Rus-
sia-Japan bilateral year. The article Culture of Japanese 
Life includes the list of events that are to be held during 
this year.

Elena Cheremnykh in her article Unbiased Evalua-
tion of the Classics writes about the award ceremony of 
the prestigious prize  ECHO Klassik-2017 that took place 
in Hamburg (Vedomosti, November 9th).

Earlier it was announced that Serebrennikov was 
nominated for his production of the opera Chaadsky 
at the Helikon Opera and the production Akhmatova.  
Poem Without a Hero at the Gogol Center  (together 
with Alla Demidova, who has also been nominated for 
the role she played in this mono-production). 

Kuzmin. Trout Breaks the Ice is another production 
by Gogol Center that has been nominated for the award. 

More information is available on TASS website.

On November 1st the TV channel Russia-Culture 
celebrated its 20th anniversary. 

The Bolshoi Theatre General Director Vladimir Urin 
congratulated the channel on its jubilee and praised its 
work. Culture News  (on air on November 1st at 10 a.m.)  
quoted the Bolshoi’s General Director: “Our TV would 

https://www.vedomosti.ru/lifestyle/news/2017/11/02/740362-serebrennikova-nominirovali
https://www.gazeta.ru/culture/2017/11/02/a_10968440.shtml
http://www.colta.ru/news/16471
http://www.teatral-online.ru/news/19983/
http://www.kino-teatr.ru/teatr/news/y2017/11-2/13405/
https://life.ru/t/%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8/1057039/ariestovannogho_sieriebriennikova_vydvinuli_na_zolotuiu_masku
http://calendar.fontanka.ru/articles/5599
http://tvkultura.ru/video/show/brand_id/20918/episode_id/1559990/
https://vtbrussia.ru/culture/gmii-im-a-s-pushkina/kulturnyy-daydzhest-mariny-loshak-vypusk-1/
https://vtbrussia.ru/culture/gmii-im-a-s-pushkina/kulturnyy-daydzhest-mariny-loshak-vypusk-1/
http://www.mos-kino.ru/cinema_24.html
http://www.mos-kino.ru/cinema_1.html
http://tass.ru/kultura/4709772
https://tvkultura.ru/article/show/article_id/198807
https://tvkultura.ru/article/show/article_id/198807
https://russian.rt.com/nopolitics/news/447419-kino-teatr-moskva
https://glasnarod.ru/rossiya/moskva/135497-v-lmoskinor-pokazhut-kinoversii-teatralnyx-postanovok-s-dzhudom-lou-i-denielom-redkliffom
https://www.msk.kp.ru/daily/26752/3783636/
https://www.vedomosti.ru/lifestyle/articles/2017/11/07/740702-gamburge-echo-klassik-2017
http://tass.ru/kultura/4697695
https://tvkultura.ru/article/show/article_id/198005
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Screen and Stage devotes the whole page of its No-
vember issue to the Festival DanceInversion with a par-
ticular focus on the ballet La Belle. No. 21 (1118), the arti-
cle Scary Tales by Alla Mikhalyova. 

Major mass media write about the Festival Dan-
ceInversion-2017.

Culture News (TV Channel Russia-K, on air on No-
vember 3rd at 10 a.m.) report about the production.

Alla Mikheeva writes in her article Scary Tales 
(Screen and Stage, No. 21, 2017) about the performances 
of the ballet La Belle by Les Ballets de Monte-Carlo that 
took place on October 4th and 5th on the Bolshoi Thea-
tre Historic Stage: 

“Flexibility and wide range of interests – these are 
two of the festival’s strong points. /.../ It started as a fes-
tival of American choreography, later the European con-
temporary dance became the focus of its attention; it 
also represented Russian modern dance in those times 
when it was only making its first steps. /.../ The festival 
is going to continue till December. We will see the per-
formances of the Ballet National de Marseille  that is 
now headed by the famous tandem of Emio Greco  and  
Pieter C. Scholten, the Swiss Nutcracker by Christian 
Spuk and the company from the USA, directed by the 
famous choreographer Jessica Lang.

Kommersant Weekend announces another event 
that is going to take place as a part of the festival Dan-
ceInversion. This is the performance of  Le Corps du Bal-
let/Bolero by Ballet National de Marseille. The produc-
tion, created by Roland Petit 45 years ago, is scheduled 
to be presented at the Helikon-Opera in Moscow on No-
vember 16th and 17th. The source dedicates the whole 
page to the festival CONTEXT and publishes the article 
by Tatiana Kuznetsova Must-see at the festival CON-
TEXT. Diana VIshneva. 

According to a Teatral survey, the most highly ani-
tiipated premiere in October was the opera Alcina that 
premiered at the Bolshoi Theatre (30% of votes). The sec-
ond place was taken by Girl on the Ball at the Armen 
Dzhigarkhanyan Theater (25% of votes), the third one – by 
Hansel and Gretel at the Novaya Opera (18% of votes).

Anna Vinogradova (online source Ref news: the con-
cervative view presents the analysis of the production in 
the column Culture Visit (the article entitled The Opera 
Alcina by George Frideric Handel  –  the new premiere at 
the Bolshoi Theatre).

Irina Lungu appeared in the programme Culture 
News on the TV channel Russia-K. 

The magazine Teatral opens its issue No. 11 (Novem-
ber 9th, 2017) with the article by Special Envoy of the 
President of the Russian Federation for internation-
al cultural cooperation. Vice-Chairman of the Bolshoi 
Board of Trustees. The Minister of Culture of the Rus-
sian Federation in 2000-2004. 

Mikhail Shvydkoy: “The time has come  to bring  the 
catastrophy to an end; the article deals with  the issues 
of financing the art. It also has the announcement of 
the ballet Romeo and Juliet that is to have its premiere 
at the Bolshoi.”

On November 5th mass media sources spread the 
word about the anonymous phone call that threatened 
a bomb at the Bolshoi Theatre, following which the par-
ticipants and the audience of the concert that was to 
take place at the Bolshoi Theatre were quickly evacu-
ated.

TASS reported at 6:18 p.m.: “About 3,500 people are 
being evacuated from the Bolshoi Theatre in the center 
of Moscow because of the bomb threat. TASS received 
the information from its source in the emergency ser-
vice. 

The concert Hammer and Sickle, commemorating 
the centennial of the Great October Socialist Revolution, 
was to begin at the Bolshoi Theatre Beethoven Hall at 7 
p.m., Moscow time. The Bolshoi Theatre General Director 
Vladimir Urin confirmed to the TASS reporter the infor-
mation about the evacuation. “The services are checking 
everything, I cannot talk any more, I am working with 
the Ministry of Emergency Situations”, – he said. 

Earlier there were calls with bomb threats to near-
ly 20 different places in Moscow, including shopping 
malls, cinemas, restaurants and cafes”. (“The source: 
3,500 people are being evacuated from the Bolshoi The-
atre in Moscow”).

Even before the information appeared on the agen-
cy’s website, the following sources announced the news 
with the reference to TASS: 

Fifth channel (5:57 p.m.) “Due to the bomb threat 
3,500 visitors of the Bolshoi Theatre in Moscow have 
been evacuated: several minutes ago an unknown per-
son said that there is a bomb in the building”).

Echo Moskvy (5:58 p.m.): “3,500 people have been 
evacuated from the Bolshoi Theatre in Moscow due to a 
bomb threat”.

TV Channel  RTVI (6: 01 p.m.)
Internovosti.Ru (6: 01 p.m.)
TV Center (6: 05 p.m.)
BFM.ru (6:06 p.m.): “People are being evacuated 

from the Bolshoi Theatre”
Susanin (6:07 p.m.): “Members of the audience, 

the artists and the staff have been evacuated from the 
Bolshoi Theatre in Moscow”

Izvestia (6:07 p.m.)

http://tvkultura.ru/article/show/article_id/198227/
http://screenstage.ru/?p=7625
http://www.teatral-online.ru/news/19944/
http://www.refnews.ru/read/article/1438390
http://tvkultura.ru/brand/show/brand_id/19725/ 
http://tvkultura.ru/brand/show/brand_id/19725/ 
http://www.teatral-online.ru/magazine/2017-11-01/
http://tass.ru/proisshestviya/4704628
http://www.5-tv.ru/news/163820/
https://echo.msk.ru/news/2086864-echo.html
https://rtvi.com/news/6248-tass_-bol’shoy-teatr-evakuirovali-iz-za-ugrozyi-vzryiva
http://www.internovosti.ru/text/?id=120877
http://www.tvc.ru/news/show/id/126922/
https://www.bfm.ru/news/369318
https://susanin.news/russia/incidents/20171105-242972/
https://iz.ru/667363/2017-11-05/okolo-35-tys-chelovek-evakuirovali-iz-bolshogo-teatra-iz-za-ugrozy-vzryva
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Press
analysis:
international mass media

The London daily newspaper the Evening Stand-
ard (UK) publishes an article and interview with Bol-

shoi Ballet prima Svetlana Zakharova by Laura Free-
man about her upcoming show Amore the London 
Coliseum, on November 21, 24 and 25. “Backstage, after 
the dress rehearsal for Amore, a triple-bill of new bal-
lets brought from Moscow to the Coliseum this month, 
Zakharova, talked of as the great ballerina of her gen-
eration, distorts the surrounding space.” “In Amore 
she wanted to show three different sides to herself. In 
Francesca she is tragic, passionate, pitiful. In Rain, be-
guiling, inscrutable. In Strokes, the most graceful of 
clowns.” “ ‘I like to be funny, to be a hooligan.’” It’s rare 
that she gets the chance. When asked how she unwinds 
after a performance, she says: “’I don’t. I just carry on. 
If you start to distract yourself, if you think you should 
have some rest, it’s really hard to get back afterwards. I 
try to keep the same pace: classes, rehearsals. The body 
is so used to routine that it doesn’t answer to you in the 
right way if you don’t keep it up. So I try not to relax, 
not to rest.’” 

RT in Russian (6:08 p.m.)
Russian internet-source Republic (6:10 p.m.)
Delovaya stolitsa (Kiev, 6:09 p.m.): “ ‘Revolution’ in 

Moscow: thousands of people have been evacuated from 
the Bolshoi Theatre”

Mossovet (6:09 p.m.) 
Vestnik Kavkaza (6:15 p.m.): “Bomb threat in the 

Bolshoi Theatre in Moscow: about 700 people have been 
evacuated from the Bolshoi Theatre in the center of Mos-
cow following another anonymous phone call about the 
‘bomb threat’ in the building”.

Govorit Moskva (6:15 p.m.)
Other major information agencies and news sourc-

es reported the news in the first half an hour: 
Interfax (6:16 p.m.): “An anonymous call about the 

bomb threat caused the evacuation from the Bolshoi 
Theatre” 

Lenta.ru (6:17 p.m.): “The Bolshoi Theatre visitors 
have been evacuated due to the bomb threat” 

RBC (6:33 p.m.)
...and numerous other mass media sources. 

In general until the end of the day on November 5th 
central and local mass media published more than one 
hundred thousand reports about the evacuation from 
the Bolshoi Theatre and other major buildings in Mos-
cow and the false alarm.

On November 5th the international newswire Reu-
ters reported “Bomb threats forced thousands of people 
to evacuate Moscow’s Bolshoi Theatre, Metropol Hotel, 
GUM department store on the Red Square and other 
public places on Sunday.”/.../  “RIA news agency, citing a 
source in the police, reported that as many as 5,000 peo-
ple were evacuated from GUM and Metropol hotel. TASS 
and RIA, also quoting police sources, said the Bolshoi 
Theatre was also evacuated.”

On November 6th international media reported 
abo ut the bomb threat that forced the evacuation of the 
Bolshoi Theatre and other central Moscow buildings.

tass.com
chelorg.com
The New York Times republished a Reuters report 

abo ut the bomb scare.
euronews.com
nst.com.my
zdf.de
Republications in other sources: 
Stern (Germany)
ZDF Heute (Mainz, Germany)
RAI (Italy)
New Straits Times (Singapore)

The Austrian tabloid newspaper Kurier (Austria) 
published an announcement about the performance 
of the participants of the Bolshoi Young Artists Opera 
Program. Michaela Greil reported: “Linz. Eight solo-
ists of the young generation of opera singers from the 
world-famous Bolshoi Theatre in Russia will be coming 
to Linz’s Brucknerhaus on Monday, 6 November at 7.30 
pm for a guest appearance.

A policeman is guarding the territory in front
of the Bolshoi Theatre after the bomb threat in Moscow, 

Russia, November 5th 2017
Photo courtesy: Maxim Shemetov / Reuters

https://www.standard.co.uk/goingout/arts/svetlana-zakharova-interview-i-cried-many-times-i-was-just-a-child-a3686111.html
https://www.standard.co.uk/goingout/arts/svetlana-zakharova-interview-i-cried-many-times-i-was-just-a-child-a3686111.html
https://russian.rt.com/russia/news/446587-istochnik-soobschil-ob-evakuacii-bolshogo-teatra
https://republic.ru/posts/87482
http://www.dsnews.ua/world/-revolyutsiya-v-moskve-iz-bolshogo-teatra-evakuirovany-tysyachi-05112017170900
https://mossovetinfo.ru/news/chp_kriminal/iz_zdaniya_bolshogo_teatra_evakuirovany_3_5_tys_chelovek_v_svyazi_s_ugrozoy_vzryva/
http://vestikavkaza.ru/material/214232
https://govoritmoskva.ru/news/140522/
http://www.interfax.ru/moscow/586249
https://lenta.ru/news/2017/11/05/bolshoy/
http://www.rbc.ru/society/05/11/2017/59ff2f2c9a79475c3448ccda
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-russia-bolshoi-hoax/bomb-threats-force-evacuation-of-moscows-bolshoi-theater-hotels-reports-idUSKBN1D50UI?il=0
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-russia-bolshoi-hoax/bomb-threats-force-evacuation-of-moscows-bolshoi-theater-hotels-reports-idUSKBN1D50UI?il=0
http://tass.com/society/974293
https://chelorg.com/2017/11/05/in-the-bolshoi-theatre-the-concert-was-canceled-because-of-the-evacuation/
https://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2017/11/05/world/europe/05reuters-russia-bolshoi-hoax.html?_r=0
http://www.euronews.com/2017/11/05/bomb-threats-forced-evacuation-of-moscows-bolshoi-theatre-and-other-city-centre
https://www.nst.com.my/world/2017/11/299682/hotels-and-bolshoi-evacuated-moscow-bomb-alerts
https://www.zdf.de/nachrichten/heute/bombendrohung-in-moskau-bolschoi-theater-geraeumt-100.html
https://www.stern.de/news/nach-bombenalarm-in-moskau-bolschoi--gum-und-luxushotels-geraeumt--7687450.html
https://www.zdf.de/nachrichten/heute/bombendrohung-in-moskau-bolschoi-theater-geraeumt-100.html
http://www.rainews.it/dl/rainews/articoli/russia-falsi-allarmi-bomba-20-mila-persone-evacuate-a-mosca-oltre-3-mila-al-teatro-bolshoi-d2a50697-cd85-46c4-a255-afa030fa1d1a.html
https://www.nst.com.my/world/2017/11/299682/hotels-and-bolshoi-evacuated-moscow-bomb-alerts
https://kurier.at/chronik/oberoesterreich/bolshoi-theater-brucknerhaus-holt-talente-der-weltweit-besten-akademie/295.981.780
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The Austrian online news publication Nachrichten.at 
reviews the programme of the Bolshoi Theatre Young 
Artists Opera Program guest programme performance  
at the Brucknerhaus Linz on 6 November giving it five 
stars out of six. “Impressive performance of Russian 
opera young talent. Eight singers of the Young Artists 
Opera Program of the Bolshoi Theatre performed in the 
Brucknerhaus Linz.” /.../ “Under the auspicious direc-
tion of Mikhail Korshunov on piano, Marta Danusevich 
and Utarida Mirzamova (soprano), Evgenia Asanova and 
Maria Barakova (mezzo-soprano), Vadim Volkov (coun-
tertenor), Sergei Radchenko and Giorgi Sturua (tenor) 
and Andrei Kymach (baritone) delighted the audience.” 

Local newspapers and online publications anno-
unce upcoming screenings of Bolshoi Ballet perfor-
mances in local cinemas.

The local community online publication Couri-
er Ga zette and Camden Herald (The Village Soup) 
USA announces the screening of The Taming of the 
Shrew by the Bolshoi Ballet on 19 November “Acclaimed 
choreographer Jean- Christophe Maillot brings out the 
wit, fast- paced athleticism and vibrancy of the Bolshoi 
Ballet dancers in a modern interpretation of Shake-
speare’s comedy. Principals Ekaterina Krysanova and 
Vladislav Lantratov clash, challenge and eventually 
give themselves to one another in a wonderfully enter-
taining production, presented in the distinctive Bolshoi 
style.” One of the largest Turkish daily newspapers Daily 

Ekaterina Krysanova as Katharina, Vladislav Lantratov
as Petruchio. The Taming of the Shrew by the Bolshoi Ballet. 

Photo courtesy: Jack Devant/ The Village Soup
Alexei Ratmansky and Leonid Desyatnikov in New York. 

Photo courtesy: Vincent Tullo/ The New York Times

Sabah (Turkey) announces “Classical works – re-inter-
preted by dancers around the world for cinema by the 
best choreographers – are presented to art lovers with 
Bolshoi Ballet Screenings. Le Corsaire, with a stunning 
shipwreck and a striking romance, will be presented to 
Istanbulites at Studio on Nov. 19.”

Alexander Genis (Radio Svoboda) discussed “cul-
ture news the way we perceive it from New York” with 
the culturologist and the musicologist Solomon Volkov 
emphasing at Ratmansky’s work. 

Solomon Volkov: Ratmansky is an outstanding 
character of the New York cultural life, and, possibly, be-
yond, because his ballets are staged all over the world, 
including the Bolshoi Theatre, and the rest of Europe. 
He is sought-after everywhere. To my taste, he is the 
most prominent choreographer of modern times. /.../ By 
the way, he came to the ABT from the Bolshoi Theatre, 
where he was the chief choreographer as well. /.../ This 
[the premiere of Ratmansky’s ballet] is always a major 
event, there is no doubt about it. In the beginning of 
this season [in New York] he showed two ballets; one of 
them, Odessa, was shown earlier, and the premiere that 
we are talking about is the ballet Songs of  Bukovina. It 
is interesting to note that both ballets are to the music 
of the same composer, Leonid Desyatnikov. He is a very 
interesting character. /.../

Desyatnikov is a wonderful stylist, he also has a 
great knowledge of folklore, and the most varied folklore 
you can think of, both national, which is the case with 
melodies of Bukovina, and Klezmer music as well. /.../ It 
is very interesting for me that he is an expert on the So-
viet melodies and Soviet songs that he works with and 
makes interesting things from. /.../ Of course, we can 
remember that it was also Desyatnikov that wrote the 
music for the scandalous opera The Children of Rosen-
thal to the wonderful libretto by Sorokin; the opera was 
shown at the Bolshoi Theatre. By the way, the recording 
of this opera has recently been released. 

http://www.nachrichten.at/nachrichten/kultur/Beeindruckende-Leistungsschau-des-russischen-Opern-Nachwuchses;art16,2728490
https://knox.villagesoup.com/p/bolshois-taming-of-the-shrew/1702345
https://knox.villagesoup.com/p/bolshois-taming-of-the-shrew/1702345
https://www.dailysabah.com/arts-culture/2017/11/09/sweet-november-with-arts-in-istanbul
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/17/arts/dance/alexei-ratmansky-leonid-desyatnikov-songs-of-bukovina.html
https://www.dailysabah.com/arts-culture/2017/11/09/sweet-november-with-arts-in-istanbul
https://www.svoboda.org/a/28838239.html
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In brief
On November 2nd nominees of the National The-

atre Award The Golden Mask 2018 were announced. The 
programme of the 24th Festival includes the best Rus-
sian productions. The experts on the music theatre, 
headed by the musicologist Marina Gaikovich, selected 
nine operas, seven ballet productions and seven con-
temporary dance productions, as well as five musicals. 

The 24th award ceremony is going to take place on 
April 15th 2018 on the Bolshoi Theatre New Stage. Follow-
ing tradition, before the award ceremony the festival of 
the productions-nominees is going to take place from 
February to April of 2018. 

The ballet The Cage (premiered on the Bolshoi 
Theatre New Stage on March 19th 2017) and two other 
Bolshoi productions of the previous, 241st season – the 
operas Manon Lescaut (premiered on October 16th 2016)  
and Billy Budd (premiered on November 25th 2016) have 
been nominated for the National Theatre Award The 
Golden Mask-2018. 

The performances of Manon Lescaut took place on 
the Historic Stage on October 25th, 26th, 27th, 28th and 
29th; the next performances are going to take place on 
January 24th, 25th, 26th and 28th of 2018. 

The opera Billy Budd is going to be presented on 
the New Stage on February 21st, 23rd, 25th and 27th 2018. 

The full list of the Bolshoi nominees for The Golden 
Mask is available on the theatre’s website.

The “double” interview with Leonid Desyatnikov 
and Alexei Ratmansky in The New York Times: 

The Russian translation of the interview by Mari-
na Harss is published on the website of the magazine 
Lechaim (The New York Times: Ratmanksy and Desyat-
nikov: Affnity of Souls in Music).

The release of the book by David Hallberg A Body 
of Work: Dancing to the Edge and Back took place on 
November 7th.

in Russia, writing only that it was a nonissue. ‘I was nev-
er discriminated against; I never felt in danger,’he said. 
He is similarly discreet about his colleagues, writing 
about them with respect and, usually, affection.”

dancemagazine.com

The USA online specialised theatre arts publication 
DC Metro Theatre Arts publishes a review by Deb Miller 
of David Hallberg’s new book A Body of Work: Dancing 
to the Edge and Back.  “In his stirring autobiography 
A Body of Work: Dancing to the Edge and Back, David 
Hallberg – a Principal Dancer with the American Ballet 
Theatre and the first American Principal Dancer with 
the Bolshoi Ballet – traces the trajectory of his life and 
career with heartfelt openness and soul-baring honesty. 

USA public local radio Jefferson Public Radio 
(owned by the University of South Oregon, CA) present-
ers Geoffrey Riley, John Baxter and April Ehrlich in-
terview David Hallberg about his new book A Body of 
Work: Dancing to the Edge and Back in an article titled 
American Dancer Hired By Bolshoi Tells His Tale. Link to 
the radio broadcast and short online summary.

David Hallberg, the ABT principal, wrote memoirs.
Photo courtesy: Vincent Tullo/  The New York Times

International mass media publish reports about 
the dancer’s autobiography; most articles mention his 
work at the Bolshoi Theatre.  

New York Times publishes an article by Roslyn 
Sulcas who writes “Mr. Hallberg, the American Ballet 
Theater principal and paragon of classical style, has a 
new memoir about life, dancing and returning from an 
injury.” “Mr. Hallberg, 35, is given to self-scrutiny — and 
not just as an artist. The first American dancer to join 
the Bolshoi Ballet and a paragon of classical style, he 
is never quite satisfied with his work or himself.” “Mr. 
Hallberg also describes living in Moscow and working 
with the Bolshoi, but says little about being a gay man 

http://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/1009/
http://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/1021/
http://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/1009/roles/#20180124190000
http://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/1021/roles/#20180221190000
http://www.bolshoi.ru/about/press/articles/none/golden-mask-2018/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/17/arts/dance/alexei-ratmansky-leonid-desyatnikov-songs-of-bukovina.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/17/arts/dance/alexei-ratmansky-leonid-desyatnikov-songs-of-bukovina.html
http://www.simonandschuster.com/books/A-Body-of-Work/David-Hallberg/9781476771151
http://www.dancemagazine.com/david-hallberg-memoir-2505579899.html
http://dcmetrotheaterarts.com/2017/11/02/book-review-a-body-of-work-dancing-to-the-edge-and-back-by-david-hallberg/
http://ijpr.org/post/wed-9-am-american-dancer-hired-bolshoi-tells-his-tale#stream/0
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/07/arts/dance/david-hallbergs-tell-all-about-his-own-psyche.html?_r=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/07/arts/dance/david-hallbergs-tell-all-about-his-own-psyche.html?_r=0
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The festival Context. Diana Vishneva is taking place 
November 12th – 19th 2017 at various venues in Moscow 
and Saint Petersburg.

The programme of the festival includes performanc-
es of various companies from the UK, the USA, Germany 
and the Netherlands, as well as the final round of the 
contest of young choreographers; on November 14th and 
15th the events are going to take place at the Mossovet 
Theatre. 

The Russian edition of the women’s fashion mag-
azine Harper’s Bazaar published the article What You 
Need to Know about the Festival Context: Diana Vishne-
va and the Sofia Kapkova report. 

Kommersant. Style: “There is a fashion for the 
modern choreography: Sofia Kapkova about the Festival 
CONTEXT”

RBC. Style

November 8th – December 6th — the XIII Interna-
tional Festival Stanislavsky Season is taking place in 
Moscow; theatres from Russia, Lithuania, Spain and 
Germany present nine productions.

The laureates of the 22nd Stanislavsky Award have 
been announced. 

The conductor Valery Gergiev has been awarded 
“For contribution to the development of the music the-
atre”. The People’s Artist of the RSFSR Alla Demidova 
has received the prize “For the outstanding contribu-
tion to Russian theatre art”. The director of the Vakh-
tangov Theatre Kirill Krok has received the award “For 
the contribution to the development of the theatre art 
in Russia”. The British actors Antony Sher and Jude Law 
are going to receive the awards “For the outstanding 
achievement in the world acting”. The award ceremony 
is going to take place in 2018. 

The following sources report the news: 
Video reports by TV channel Russia-K (Culture 

News, on air on November 7th at 7:30 p.m.)
Mir 24
TASS
RIA Novosti
Sputnik. North Ossetia
Teatral
and other sources 

November 1st – 24th, Moscow, Manezh Central Ex-
hibition Hall – the cultural and educational project 
Glavnye Kadry/Main Cadres, organised by the Russian 
information agency TASS.

Yuri Grigorovich is going to be the head of the jury 
of the II All-Russian Competition of Ballet Artists and 
Choreographers that opens on Sunday, November 19th, 
at the Natalya Sats Moscow Theatre.

Teatral reports

Galina Ulanova at home. 1960.
Photo courtesy: Nikolay Rachmanov/TASS

The artist of the State Academic Bolshoi Theatre of the USSR 
Maris Liepa with his daughter Ilze, 1970.

Photo courtesy: Alexander Kon’kov/TASS

http://www.contextfest.com/events
http://bazaar.ru/bazaar-art/teatr/chto-nuzhno-znat-o-festivale-context-rasskazyvayut-diana-vishneva-i-sofya-kapkova/
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/3458635
http://style.rbc.ru/view/events/59f881139a7947dd43616b77
http://www.stanislavskyfestival.ru/
http://www.stanislavskyfestival.ru/
https://tvkultura.ru/article/show/article_id/198628
https://mir24.tv/news/16276280/dzhud-lou-stal-laureatom-premii-stanislavskogo
http://tass.ru/kultura/4708550
https://ria.ru/culture/20171107/1508335728.html
http://sputnik-ossetia.ru/North_Ossetia/20171108/5217236.html
http://www.teatral-online.ru/news/20038/
http://glavkadry.tass.ru/http://tass.ru/kultura/4659205
http://tass.ru/obschestvo/4634304
http://www.teatral-online.ru/news/19955/
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Entrance to the competition rounds is free of charge. 
This year the participants are going to compete in two 
categories: “Character Dance in the Music Theatre” and 
“Folk and Stage Dance, Concert Version”. There are two 
age groups: 14 to 19 years old and 19 to 30 years old.

The portla RuFox also reports about the compe-
tition. 

Brazilian and French press announce concerts of 
L’Orchestre du Capitole de Toulouse conducted by Tu-
gan Sokhiev in South America.

The French newspaper La Depeche reports about 
L’Orchestre National du Capitole concerts in Latin 
America conducted by Tugan Sokhiev. The tour ends 
this Thursday (2 November) a tour of 5 concerts in South 
America, Argentina, Uruguay and Brazil.

The Brazilian newspaper Diario do Grande ABC.
com (Brazil) writes “When, in 2005, he landed in France 
to head the Capitole National Orchestra of Toulouse /…/ 
‘French music has been very important to them since 
the days of Michel Plasson, but over the last 12 years we 
have been working to broaden the repertoire of the or-
chestra. It has become much more diverse with contem-
porary works and orders,’ he says.”   Sokhiev is still ar-
tistic director of the Bolshoi Theatre. Each orchestra, he 
says, has distinct demands — in the case of the Bolshoi, 
there is the work of planning a schedule that includes 
opera and ballet. ‘Being able to work on the artistic de-
velopment of the house has been an interesting experi-
ence,’ he says.

O Globo (Brazil) also announces the concerts

The French newspaper La Depeche publishes an 
article by Thierry d’Argoubet who accompanied the or-
chestra on its South American tour from 23-31 October. 
“The audience of the Teatro Colon has reserved for Tu-
gan Sokhiev and his musicians an ovation that will re-
main in the memory of the orchestra. Toulouse is there-
fore in the spotlight. The orchestra and its conductor 
are regarded as true stars of classical music.”

Abu Dhabi Classics presents a ballet production 
by the Donetsk Opera and Ballet Theatre in spectac-
ular fashion. Featuring the main soloists from Mos-
cow’s Bolshoi Theatre, Ivan Vasiliev and Ekaterina Krys-
anova, Le Corsaire follows the dashing pirate Conrad as 
he sails across the sea to save his love Medora. The mix 
of classic dance and swashbuckling fantasy will be per-
formed under the art direction of Vadim Pisarev.”

The National (Arab Emirates) publishes an article 
about it.

On November 14th the Bolshoi Theatre soloist and 
an Honoured Artist of Azerbaijan Dinara Alieva is going 
to take part in the performance of Messa da Requiem  
by Verdi at the Brucknerhaus in Linz. Conductor – Mas-
simo Zanetti. 

The playbill
The event Facebook page

Tugan Sokhiev is conducting
the Orchestre National du Capitole de Toulouse.

Photo courtesy: Marco Borggreve/O Globo

Dinara Alieva . Photo/Brucknerhaus

Dmitri Tcherniakov has received the Theaterpre-
is Rolf Mares in Hamburg for his productions of the 
operas Senza Sangue/Blubeard’s Castle by Péter Eötvös 
and Bela Bartok at the Hamburg Opera. This prize is 
usually given to the best opera directors. The informa-
tion appeared on the theatre’s website and in the Ger-
man daily publication Hamburger Abendblatt.

The video of the Hamburg State Opera (Dmitri Tch-
erniakov talks about his production) 

Olga Borscheva writes about the production on the 
portal Belcanto.ru.

Saturday, November 11th – the third programme of 
the Fifth season of the Big Opera project on the TV chan-
nel Russia-Culture.

The third programme is dedicated to the Russian 
opera.

On November 16th the Bolshoi Ballet stars Yulia 
Stepanova, Denis Rodkin, Olga Smirnova and Semyon 
Chudin, Maria Alexandrova and Vladislav Lantratov 

http://news.rufox.ru/texts/2017/10/31/335986.htm
https://www.ladepeche.fr/article/2017/11/02/2677261-orchestre-national-capitole-emmene-toulouse-claude-nougaro-bresil.html
http://www.dgabc.com.br/Noticia/2795289/musicos-franceses-e-maestro-russo-em-dialogo-de-tradicoes 
http://www.dgabc.com.br/Noticia/2795289/musicos-franceses-e-maestro-russo-em-dialogo-de-tradicoes 
https://oglobo.globo.com/rioshow/orchestre-national-du-capitole-de-toulouse-se-apresenta-no-teatro-municipal-22002872
https://www.ladepeche.fr/article/2017/10/28/2674443-le-capitole-en-amerique-du-sud.html
https://www.thenational.ae/arts-culture/music/staatskapelle-dresden-seong-jin-cho-and-ukraine-s-donetsk-opera-and-ballet-theatre-lead-abu-dhabi-classics-programme-1.672066
https://www.brucknerhaus.at/veranstaltungen/detail/giuseppe-verdi-messa-da-requiem-633.html
https://www.facebook.com/events/1197978986999311/
http://www.staatsoper-hamburg.de/en/playing_schedule/play.php?AuffNr=146474
https://www.abendblatt.de/kultur-live/article212406377/Das-sind-die-besten-Theatermacher-Hamburgs.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TzUYesFGuPs&feature=youtu.be
http://belcanto.ru/16110802.html
http://tvkultura.ru/person/index/brand_id/61896/
http://tvkultura.ru/video/show/brand_id/61896/episode_id/1559626/video_id/1695298/viewtype/picture/


Newsletter November 2017

For additional information, please contact The Bolshoi Theatre Press Office by e-mail: pr@bolshoi.ru tel.: + 7 495 692 0818, fax: + 7 495 692 3367

take part in the gala-concert, marking the jubilee of the 
People’s Artist of the USSR Oleg Vinogradov.

KP Saint Petersburg reports

The online specialised theatre review publication 
Fjord Review (USA/Canada) publishes a review by Pe-
nelope Ford of Svetlana Lunkina & Friends at the Sony 
Centre for the Performing Arts, Toronto, Ontario, Octo-
ber 28, 2017 

November 1st, the Moscow Conservatory Grand 
Hall — the world opera diva Maria Guleghina celebrated 
the 30th anniversary of her international career. 

The newspaper Culture publishes a large inter-
view with the singer by Alexander Matusevich (Maria 
Guleghina: ‘Competitions Where Everything is Fair is 
Some Kind of Science Fiction).

November 25th, 7 p.m. – the opening of the exhibi-
tion Impresario. Trajectory of Dance dedicated to the 
dance projects of the impresario Sergei Danilian is go-
ing to take place at the Sheremetev Palace/Museum of 
Music.  The exhibition features pictures of outstanding 
dancers and ballerinas — Diana Vishneva, Natalia Osi-
pova, Polina Semionova, David Hallberg, Nikolay Tsiska-
ridze, Ivan Vasiliev, Marcelo Gomes  and Denis Matvien-
ko — taken  by the most famous photographers of the 
world. The exhibition is a part of the festival Diaghilev. 
P.S.-2017.

Debuts
La Traviata 
November 1st, 3rd and 5th – the Albanian tenor 

Rame Lahaj made his debut at the Bolshoi Theatre with 
the part of Alfredo Germont (he first performed this 
part as a professional singer in 2010 at a festival in Ger-
many; his most recent engagements with the part of Al-
fredo were at the Sydney Opera and the Polish National 
Opera, 2015/16). 

November 2nd and 4th — Irina Lungu (soprano), 
The La Scala soloist, made her debut at the Bolshoi with 
the part of Violetta. The singer has already performed 
this role at the Teatro Real of Madrid (2015), Zurich Op-
era House (2015), Deutsche Opera in Berlin (2016), Berlin 
Staatsoper and Hamburg State Opera (2016), Teatro La 
Fenice in Venice and Teatro Regio in Turin (2014), at the 
Opera Theatre in Cagliari (2013), at the Opera Festival in 
Aix-en-Provence and at other venues. 

The leading soloist of the Mariinsky Theatre Alexei 
Markov (baritone) performed the part of Giorgio Ger-
mont.  

The Cage 
November 3rd Olga Marchenkova – The Queen 
Etudes 
November 5th Egor Gerashchenko – A Principal 

dan cer/ Principal Dancers 

Spartacus 
November 10th 
Igor Tsvirko – Spartacus
Artemy Belyakov – Crassus
Anastasia Stashkevich – Phrygia
Alexei Kostin – A Shepherd/Four Shepherds
Anna Zakaraya – A Courtesan/Courtesans 
November 9th Alexei Putintsev – A Shepherd/Three 

Shepherds 
November 8th Vera Borisenkova – A Courtesan/

Courtesans 

Cosi fan tutte... 
November 9th and 11th 
Ekaterina Vorontsova (mezzo-soprano), the soloist 

of the Tatar State Academic Theatre of Opera and Ballet 
(from 2017; the graduate of the Kazan State Conservato-
ry, class of Galina Lastovka-Okunyova) made her debut 
at the Bolshoi Theatre with the part of Dorabella. 

November 8th 
Anastasia Barun (soprano), a participant of the 

Bolshoi Theatre Young Artists Opera Program (since 
2015) made her debut with the part of Despina

Giselle 
November 11th 
Alyona Kovalyova made her Moscow debut with the 

part of Myrtha (she made her debut with this part on 
June 5th at the Tokyo Bunka Kaikan during the Bolshoi 
Ballet guest tour in Japan). 

Daria Bochkova – A Friend/ Giselle’s friends 
November 12th 
Xenia Sorokina – Berthe 
Stanislava Postnova, Mark Chino – Pas de deux

Changes
to the playbill
Hammer and Sickle
Return of the tickets
Tickets to the concert that was to take place on No-

vember 5th at the Beethoven Hall are subject to return. 
They should be returned to the theatre box office No. 1 
(located in the theatre’s administrative building, open-
ing hours 11 a.m. to 8 p.m., closed from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m.) 

https://www.spb.kp.ru/daily/26755/3785225/
https://www.fjordreview.com/the-stars-align-all-star-ballet-gala/
http://portal-kultura.ru/articles/opera/172086-mariya-gulegina-konkursy-gde-vse-chestno-iz-oblasti-fantastiki/
http://www.museum.ru/N67985
http://www.museum.ru/N67985
https://peterburg2.ru/articles/korolevskie-horeografy-i-sensaciya-britanskogo-baleta-gid-po-festivalyu-dyagilev-p-s-33833.html
https://peterburg2.ru/articles/korolevskie-horeografy-i-sensaciya-britanskogo-baleta-gid-po-festivalyu-dyagilev-p-s-33833.html
http://www.bolshoi.ru/persons/opera/3601/
http://www.bolshoi.ru/persons/opera/3600/
http://www.bolshoi.ru/persons/opera/3602/
http://www.bolshoi.ru/persons/opera/3602/
http://www.bolshoi.ru/persons/opera/3603/
http://www.bolshoi.ru/persons/opera/2849/
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Don Carlo 
November 15th, 17th and 19th – Hibla Gerzmava per-

forms the part of Elisabeth of Valois

Birthdays
November 1st – the Bolshoi Opera soloist, an Hon-

oured Artist of Russia Vadim Tikhonov 
November 4th – the Bolshoi Ballet artist, peda-

gogue, an Honoured Artist of RSFSR (1951) Georgi Far-
manyants (1921-1995).

November 6th – the Bolshoi Ballet prima-ballerina 
Olga Smirnova

November 6th – the memory day of Pyotr Ilyich 
Tchaikovsky (May 7th 1840, the village of Votkinsk –  No-
vember 6th 1893, Saint Petersburg). 

November 7th – Joan Sutherland (1926-2010), one of 
the greatest singers (soprano) not only of the 20th cen-
tury, but of all times; she got her nickname La Stupenda 
after she had performed the title role in the opera Al-
cina by Handel in the production by Franco Zeffirelli at 
Teatro La Fenice in 1960.

Olga Smirnova and Semyon Chudin – Couple in white, 
Forgotten Land by Jiří Kylián, the Bolshoi Theatre New Stage, 

November 2nd and 5th. Photo courtesy: Damir Yusupov

Joan Sutherland in the dressing room of Teatro La Fenice 
before going on the stage in the part of Alcina,

production by Franco Zeffirelli. Venice, February 1960.
Photo courtesy: Getty

Laurent Hilaire at the rehearsal of Suite en Blanc
by Serge Lifar at the Stanislavsky Music Theatre, June 2017.

Photo courtesy: Svetlana Avvakumova/  Vaganova Today

The plaque commemorating the opera singer
and the Bolshoi Theater soloist Pavel Lisitsian on the facade 

of the building No.8, Tverskaya street, Moscow.
Unveiled on September 10th 2017

November 6th – Pavel Lisitsian (1911-2004), singer 
(baritone), pedagogue and a People’s Artist of the USSR 
(1956). From 1940 till 1966 he was a Bolshoi Theatre so-
loist and took part in 1, 800 productions; in 1960 he was 
the first Soviet singer to perform in the production of 
Aida at the Metropolitan Opera in New York.

November 8th  –  Laurent Hilaire, the star of French 
and world ballet, the artistic director of the Stanislavsky 
and Nemirovich-Danchenko Moscow Academic Music 
Theatre – 55 years old.

November 9th – a People’s Artist of the USSR, the 
composer Alexandra Pakhmutova

November 11th – a soloist of the Leningrad Kirov 
Opera and Ballet Theatre (1956-1988), a ballet master, a 

http://www.bolshoi.ru/persons/opera/3510/
http://www.vaganovatoday.com/interview-with-laurent-hilaire-artistic-director-stanislavsky-ballet
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choreographer, a pedagogue and a People’s Artist of the 
USSR (1976) Sergei Vikulov – 80 years old 

November 12th – the Bolshoi Opera soloist, a Peo-
ple’s Artist of Russia Maria Gavrilova 

November 13th – the Bolshoi Ballet first soloist Yuri 
Baranov 

November 13th – the Bolshoi Opera guest soloist, an 
Honored Artist of Russia Badri Maisuradze 

November 14th – the Bolshoi Ballet prima-ballerina 
Ekaterina Shipulina

November 14th – ballerina, a People’ s Artist of the 
Republic (1925) Yekaterina Geltzer (1876 — 1962). A grad-
uate of the Moscow ballet school, Yekaterina Geltzer 
was a part of the Bolshoi Theatre for her whole life; she 
worked there for about forty years (from 1894 till 1896 
and from 1898 till 1935). 

November 15th – Brigitte Lefèvre, the director of the 
Paris Opera Ballet from 1995 till 2014, a member of the 
jury at the Benois de la Danse-2017. 

November 16th – the Bolshoi Opera soloist Elena 
Manistina. 

November 16th – Vyacheslav Suk (1861 — 1933), a con-
ductor, a composer and a People’s Artist of the RSFSR. 
In 1906 Vyacheslav Suk took charge of the Bolshoi and 
remained the theatre’s chief conductor till his last days. 
One of the Bolshoi Theatre’s foyers was named in his 
honour.

Ekaterina Shipulina and  Vladislav Lantratov –
Couple in black, Forgotten Land by Jiří Kylián,

the Bolshoi Theatre New Stage, November 2nd and 5th. 
Photo courtesy: Damir Yusupov
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