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The famous singer Plácido Domingo  
performed at the Bolshoi Historic Stage at 
the invitation of the Bolshoi Theatre.

The gala Bolshoi and Plácido Domin-
go: Life in Opera place before the World 
Opera Day 2020 on Saturday, October 24.

The famous singer was accompanied 
by his friends and colleagues from over the 
world. The concert gathered a team of out-
standing singers including those perform-
ing at the Bolshoi Historic Stage for the 
first time. The world opera stars took part 
in the gala — Anna Netrebko, Yusif Eyvasov 
and Ildar Abdrazakov, who performed at 
the opening of the Bolshoi season in Don 
Carlo; Pyotr Beczala and Michael Volle, de-
buted at Bolshoi Historic Stage, as well as 
young singers – laureates of the Operal-
ia competition founded by the Maestro in 
1993 – South-African soprano Pretty Yende, 
Swedish soprano Kristina Nilsson, and 
Spanish tenor Xabier Anduaga.

Conductor – the music director of the 
Bolshoi Tugan Sokhiev.

Plácido Domingo: “These past few days 
in Moscow have been very special to me and 
my wife Marta. After several rehearsals, I 

Yusif Eyvazov, Anna Netrebko, Xabier Anduaga, Pyotr Beczala, Pretty Yende, Tugan Sokhiev, Plácido Domingo,
Kristina Nilsson, Michael Volle, Ildar Abdrazakov – gala Bolshoi and Plácido Domingo: Life in Opera

at the Bolshoi Historic Stage, October 24. Photo by Damir Yusupov

had the pleasure and privilege to conduct the Bolshoi Theatre Orchestra. 
Under my baton the Bolshoi soloists, chorus and orchestra performed 
Manon Lescaut by Giacomo Puccini. This conducting debut of mine took 
place 45 years after I sang Cavaradossi in Tosca during the La Scala tour 
at the Bolshoi Historic Stage in 1974. I will continue to enjoy this week 
singing a Gala concert accompanied by some of my dear friends... Rus-
sia has given birth to many of the most legendary composers in history 
and to many of the great operatic voices of today. I am excited and privi-
leged to be part of this great house’s present and its future.” 

The Bolshoi Theatre and the theatre’s long-time partner IMG Art-
ists agreed on the opportunity of further collaboration in this season 
with the outstanding musician of our time. 

The programme of Plácido Domingo’s collaboration with the 
Bolshoi Theatre will be multifarious during the entire season: he will 
conduct performances of La Bohème by Puccini (February 12 and 14, 
2021); Maestro will sing Rodrigo in Don Carlo by Verdi (April 15 and 18, 
2021) and appear as Giorgio Germont in La Traviata by Verdi (May 5 
and 8, 2021.) He will hold master classes for the Bolshoi soloists and 
members of the Young Artists Opera Program. And then, on March 9, 
2021, Maestro will present another international opera gala for the 
International Women’s Day.

“We feel very happy and privileged to cooperate with such a great 
musician. It is remarkable that our artists, the Bolshoi Orchestra will 
have an opportunity to communicate with Plácido Domingo all sea-
son through. “He is not only an outstanding performer, a brilliant 
conductor with a unique talent and experience — he is a man of great 
culture,” – Vladimir Urin.

https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/orchestra/3870/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/domingo-gala-2020/ took
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/domingo-gala-2020/ took
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/opera/3171/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/opera/3172/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/opera/3511/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/people/3888/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/people/3888/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/people/3885/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/people/3883/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/people/3886/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/orchestra/2662/
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Rossia-K 

Alexander Shustorovich (IMG Artists president): 
“For many years the IMG company has worked together 
with the Bolshoi Theatre of Russia presenting this icon-
ic company on tours to the audiences of different coun-
tries around the world. Today we are glad to become 
a member of the partnership which makes it possible 
for the legendary Plácido Domingo to work in Moscow 
together with the Bolshoi Theatre.”

The programme details
A video fragment from the gala rehearsal on Pláci-

do Domingo’s Instagram
A video fragment from a rehearsal of Plácido Do-

mingo and Anna Netrebko in the duet of Count di Luna 
and Leonora “Udiste?.. Mira, di acerbe lagrime” from 
the opera Il Trovatore on FB and Instagram.

Rossia TV channel recorded the concert and will 
broadcast it.

Plácido Domingo shared his impressions with re-
porters at a press briefing that took place at the Bolshoi 
Theatre before the gala (October 23).

On October 21 Maestro conducted Manon Lescaut 
by Giacomo Puccini staged by Adolf Shapiro.

Plácido Domingo has acted as a conductor in more 
than 500 opera productions and symphonic concerts 
with many renowned companies.

Domingo at the Bolshoi – more about his conduct-
ing debut at the Bolshoi Historic Stage. 

Performances of the opera Manon Lescaut by Gi-
acomo Puccini, staged by Adolf Shapiro took place on 
October 22 and 23.

Conductor — Anton Grishanin.
Casts

On October 21 Maestro conducted Manon Lescaut
by Giacomo Puccini at the Historic Stage.

Photo by Damir Yusupov

Anna Netrebko (the first performer of the role
of Manon in the Bolshoi’s production),

Anna Nechaeva (Manon,) conductor Anton Grishanin,
Yusif Eyvasov (Des Grieux,) production director

Adolf Shapiro, Elchin Azizov (Sergeant Lescaut,)
Ilya Selivanov (Edmond) – after the performance

on October 23

On October 29 the Bolshoi Theatre took part in the 
celebration of the World Ballet Day once again. This 
year’s event is the biggest ever with 32 companies from 
26 countries on six continents around the world taking 
part. www.worldballetday.com 

World Ballet Day launched in 2014 and returns in 
2020 for its seventh year, showcasing the best of global 
dance and presenting an opportunity for audiences to 
go behind the scenes of the world’s top ballet compa-
nies including the Australian Ballet, Bolshoi Ballet and 
The Royal Ballet.

Each company was streaming live rehearsals and 
bespoke insights via their Facebook and YouTube pages 
as well as via the Tencent platform in China.

2019’s World Ballet Day was the most successful year 
yet, with the event reaching 315 million social media us-
ers around the world. World Ballet Day 2020 invited au-
diences to experience morning class; there were exclu-
sive interviews and access to backstage rehearsals. The 
Bolshoi Ballet principal dancer Vladislav Lantratov and 
the first soloist Ana Turazashvili were the World Ballet 
Day presenters. Anna Nikulina, Olga Smirnova, Artem 
Ovcharenko, Denis Savin, Alexei Putintsev and the di-
rector of the ballet company Makhar Vaziev were the 
guests of the programme. Also during the livestream, 
the Bolshoi Theatre gave the floor to Perm Opera Ballet.

https://tvkultura.ru/article/show/article_id/370425/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/about/press/articles/announce/concert-2020-10-24/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CGsN0yVq8bZ/
https://www.facebook.com/100002073864356/videos/pcb.3453218191423942/3453214708090957
https://www.instagram.com/p/CGxQkCZn2yG/
https://tass.ru/kultura/9805695
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/1009/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/about/press/articles/announce/concert-2020-10-24/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/1009/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/people/3502/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/1009/roles/#20201023190000
http://www.worldballetday.com
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Events
October 14 and 15, the Historic Stage — a ballet by 

John Neumeier Anna Karenina to music by Pyotr Tchai-
kovsky, Alfred Shnitke, Cat Stevens (Yusuf Islam) — a 
co-production with Hamburg Ballet.

Further information is available on the website 
www.worldballetday.com 

World Ballet Day 2020 - October 29 – a video trailer 
on the Bolshoi YouTube channel

Just before the livestream the Bolshoi YouTube 
channel offered the chance to recall the best moments 
of the World Ballet Day 2019.

World Ballet Day 2020 - October 29 – a video trailer
on the Bolshoi YouTube channel 

Artemy Belyakov, Svetlana Zakharova, Semyon Chudin,
Yulia Stepanova in the ballet Anna Karenina.

Photo by Sergei Dyachkov and Batyr Annadurdyiev 

Ana Turazashvili (photo by Elen Pavlova)
and Vladislav Lantratov (photo by Sasha Gusov) –

the presenters of the World Ballet Day
from the Bolshoi Theatre on Facebook and YouTube – 

October 29

The livestream ran on the Bolshoi official pages in 
Facebook and YouTube. Livestreams by the Australian and 
Royal Ballets were available on their official pages, too.

This time the Bolshoi Ballet dedicated the lives-
tream hours to Pyotr Tchaikovsky – the theatre cele-
brates the 180th anniversary of the composer’s birth 
with a festival which started on all the theatre’s ven-
ues right after the end of the self-isolation period. The 
World Ballet Day audience saw fragments from rehears-
als of The Sleeping Beauty, Swan Lake (choreographic 
version by Yuri Grigorovich), The Nutcracker (choreog-
raphy by Yuri Grigorovich), Onegin (choreography by 
John Cranko); morning classes of National Artists of 
Russia, the theatre tutors Nadezhda Grachyova and Al-
exander Vetrov.

October 25 – as part of World Opera Day 2020 – the 
programme Opera for Peace – Leading Young Voices of 
the World was performed, the recording of which will be 
joined by mezzo-soprano Victoria Karkacheva (an artist 
of the Young Artists Opera Program 2017-2019) and the 
opera singer (tenor) Dmitry Korchak, along with artists 
from the six continents. 

World Opera Day 2020 – on October 25 on Operavi-
sion.

https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/4050/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lu5rh4qkTjI&ab_channel=BolshoiTheatre
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lu5rh4qkTjI&ab_channel=BolshoiTheatre
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wOdzCSH-guI&ab_channel=BolshoiTheatre 
https://www.instagram.com/p/CGXBgkngiT1/ 
https://www.instagram.com/p/CGVpZPkA3uY/ 
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The choreographer, set designer, costume designer 
(the heroine’s costumes created by the Swiss company 
A-K-R-I-S) and the author of the lightning concept is the 
head of Hamburg Ballet John Neumeier. The Bolshoi 
premiere was on Mach 23, 2018. The world premiere at 
Hamburg Ballet was on July 2, 2017.

Casts 
Conductor — Anton Grishanin.

October 17 (12:00 and 19:00) and 18, the Historic Sta
ge – the ballet by Ludwig Minkus Don Quixote, choreogra-
phy by Marius Petipa, Alexander Gorsky, choreographic 
version of 2016 by Alexei Fadeyechev.

The Bolshoi Theatre dedicated the performance of 
Don Quixote which took place in the evening October 17 
to memory of the ballerina and ballet-master, National 
Artist of the USSR Raisa Struchkova (October 5, 1925 – 
May 2, 2005.)

October 27 and 28, the Historic Stage — ballet Ivan 
the Terrible by Yuri Grigorovich to music by Sergei Prokof-

The performance of Don Quixote on October 17 dedicated 
Raisa Struchkova (October 5, 1925 - May 2, 2005.) 

“A unique photo: four great ballerinas – Raisa Struchkova, 
Marina Semyonova, Olga Lepeshinskaya, Galina Ulanova 
together,” Nina Ananiashvili writes about her tutor on FB 

Sets for the opera Manon Lescau
(set designer – Maria Tregubova). Photo by Damir Yusupov 

A scene from Ivan the Terrible. Anna Nikulina as Anastasia. 
Photo by Damir Yusupov 

Casts 
The Splendid One — an article about Raisa Struch-

kova personifying the Golden Age of the Bolshoi Ballet.

October 22 and 23, the Historic Stage – opera Manon 
Lescaut.

Conductor – Anton Grishanin. 
Casts

https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/people/497/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/4050/roles/#20201014190000
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/912/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/people/438/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/576/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/people/438/
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1245808035774322&set=a.172606513094485 
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/912/roles/#20201017120000
https://www.bolshoi.ru/about/press/articles/memory/RSS-2020-10-05/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/1009/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/1009/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/1009/roles/#20201021190000
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iev. The ballet premiere was at the Bolshoi on February 
20, 1975. The production revival in a new choreographic 
version took place on November 8, 2012. Sets were re-
stored following the drawings by the legendary theatre 
designer Simon Virsaladze.

Main roles of Tsar Ivan, Anastasia and Prince Kurb-
sky (respectively): October 27 – Mikhail Lobukhin, Svet-
lana Zakharova, Denis Rodkin.

October 28 – Ivan Vasiliev, Anna Nikulina, Artem 
Ovcharenko. Conductors – Pavel Sorokin (October 27,) 
Pavel Klinichev (October 28) 

Casts 
Yuri Grigorovich speaks about his ballet – article 

Return of Ivan the Terrible.

October 30, 31 (12:00 and 19:00), 1 (and 19:00) and No-
vember 1 (14:00), the Historic Stage – the ballet La Fille 
du Pharaon by Cesare Pugni, choreography by Pierre 
Lacotte (after the ballet of the same name by Marius 
Petipa, the world premiere – May 5, 2000, revival – July 
19, 2018.) 

On October 31 the evening performance of the bal-
let La Fille du Pharaon will be timed to coincide with the 
50th birthday of National Artist of Russia Sergei Filin.

Sergei Filin as Taor, Svetlana Zakharova as Aspicia
(photo by Vyacheslav Podorozhny) – The Bolshoi
dedicates the evening performance of the ballet

La Fille du Pharaon to National Artist of Russia
Sergei Filin – October 31. 

Artists and the conductor behind the set
after the performance of Dido and Aeneas

on October 14. Photo by Anna Semenyuk / FB 

A scene from The Hero of Our Time.Ekaterina Shipulina
as Undine, Vyacheslav Lopatin as Yanko.

Photo by Damir Yusupov 

October 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, the New Stage – opera Dido 
and Aeneas by Henry Purcell (premiered on December 
5, 2019.) 

Libretto by Nahum Tate based on Book IV of Vir-
gil’s Aeneid. The new text of the Prologue by Maylis de 
Kerangal. 

The opera is the third co-production by the Bolshoi 
and Festival international d`art lyrique d`Aix-en-Pro
vence (France). The premiere was at the festival on July 
7, 2018. 

Music Director – Christopher Moulds (all days) 
Director – Vincent Huguet. 
Set Designer – Aurélie Maestre 
Costume Designer – Caroline de Vivaise
Lighting Designer – Bertrand Couderc 
Chief Chorus Master – Valery Borisov.
The production details – in the interview of the 

director Vincent Huguet to Olesya Bobrik “Dido’s Pas-
sion”. Casts

Rehearsals of Dido and Aeneas at the Bolshoi – on 
the theatre YouTube channel. The production details 
also – in the programme Ticket to Bolshoi, aired on 
17.01.2020. Maestro Christopher Moulds was the guest of 
the Bolshoi’s Green Salon.

October 24 and 25, the New Stage – ballet The Hero 
of Our Time to music by Ilya Demutsky. Choreographer – 

https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/576/roles/#20201027190000
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/576/details/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/181818/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/181818/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/people/383/ 
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/people/383/ 
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/181818/roles/#20201031190000
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/people/1891/
https://www.facebook.com/veryhappyanna/photos/a.2177490282573806/2763346377321524 
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/7097/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/7097/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/people/21578/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/people/21578/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/orchestra/1314/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/people/3865/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/people/3866/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/people/3867/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/people/99933/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/7097/details/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/7097/details/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/7097/roles/#20201014190000
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_IbduTekthw&ab_channel=BolshoiTheatre
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5d8SNT69hpA&ab_channel=BolshoiTheatre
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GiS1rL0NmcY&ab_channel=BolshoiTheatre
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/813/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/813/


Newsletter	 October_2  2020

For additional information, please contact The Bolshoi Theatre Press Office by e-mail: pr@bolshoi.ru tel.: + 7 495 692 0818, fax: + 7 495 692 3367

Yuri Possokhov. Production Director, Set Designer and 
Author of the Libretto – Kirill Serebrennikov. 

Conductors — Alexander Soloviev (October 24,12:00,) 
Anton Grishanin (October 24,19:00, October 25.)

Casts 
See more about the production on the theatre web-

site – The Bolshoi Theatre Commissions Music!

October 28, 29, 30, 31 and November 1, the New Stage – 
opera La Bohème by Giacomo Puccini.

The premiere of Jean-Romain Vesperini’s produc-
tion at the Bolshoi on July 24, 2018.

Casts 
Conductor – the chief conductor and music direc-

tor of Bolshoi Theatre Tugan Sokhiev (all days).

tled Beethoven and His Times – to the audience. Starts 
at 19:30. 

The Bolshoi Chamber Orchestra led by Mikhail Tsi-
nman performed in the first concert of the cycle. See the 
programme details in the article by Natalia Abryutina 
Beethoven and His Times. The First Concert of the Cycle 
on the theatre website.

On October 27 there was a video-conference meeting 
of the President’s Council for Art and Culture with par-
ticipation of the Bolshoi General Director Vladimir Urin.

Despite the challenging “post-pandemic” situation,
Jean-Romain Vesperini managed to make it to Moscow

and held rehearsals with the Bolshoi artists
(photo / the director’s Instagram)

Dmitry Vdovin, Hibla Gerzmava and members
of the concert Italian Composers’ Music.

Photo by Katerina Novikova (above)
and Pavel Rychkov (below)

The video congratulation of the YOP students
and graduates to the Program’s 11th birthday 

The Bolshoi Young Artists Opera Program turned 
11 on October 19, 2020. 

Students and graduates of the Program recorded 
congratulations and words of gratitude to their tutors 
for the YOP birthday – a video The Young Artists Opera 
Program Turns 11 on Facebook.

October 20 and 22, Beethoven Hall – a concert of 
the Bolshoi Young Artists Opera Program Italian Com-
posers’ Music. 

National Artist of Russia and vocal tutor Hibla Ger-
zmava took part in the concert preparation.

Hibla Gerzmava held master classes for the YOP 
members on October 11-17. On October 22 the singer was 
the presenter of the concert Italian Composers’ Music. 

 

On October 18, Beethoven Hall, the Bolshoi Orchestra 
soloists presented their new project – a concert cycle ti-

https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/813/roles/#20191016190000
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/813/details/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/2996/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/people/3714/ 
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/2996/roles/#20201028190000
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/11054/
https://bolshoi.ru/about/press/articles/beethovenhall/concert-2020-10-18/
https://www.facebook.com/yakovtsev/videos/2020890504709172 
https://www.facebook.com/dmitry.vdovin.3/posts/2999089130191722
https://www.facebook.com/yakovtsev/videos/2020890504709172
https://bolshoi.ru/en/performances/11063/
https://bolshoi.ru/en/performances/11063/
https://bolshoi.ru/persons/opera/3510/
https://bolshoi.ru/persons/opera/3510/
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Also invited to the Imperial Foyer of the Bolshoi 
were: Evgeni Knyazev (Rector of Shchukin Theatre Insti-
tute), Vladimir Mashkov (actor, artistic director of Oleg 
Tabakov Moscow Theatre), Evgeni Mironov (actor, artis-
tic director of the Theatre of Nations), – Sergei Mirosh-
nichenko (film director, artistic director of the Island 
Documentary Studio).

All participants
In course of the meeting, the Council members dis-

cussed the performance of culture institutions during 
the pandemic, issues of restoration and conservation of 
culture objects, modernisation of children’s art schools, 
etc.

The Bolshoi General Director Vladimir Urin, ad-
dressing the Council members and the president, men-
tioned:

“...many of our colleagues today in the West do not 
work at all. It seems that the Metropolitan Opera is go-
ing to open its season only in the fall of 2021. A number 
of theaters are closed. And the fact that today we have 
been given the opportunity to work is wonderful despite 
all the difficulties. /…/”

See more on the website President RF.

October 23, Rossia-Kultura channel – a new episode 
of the programme Ticket to Bolshoi.

“The New Stage hosted the premiere night of one-
act ballets Four Characters in Search of a Plot,” the an-
nouncement says. “The production consists of works by 
four foreign choreographers ... performed by the Bolshoi 
dancers. How did European choreographers get the of-
fer from the theatre to work on new ballets? Why were 
artists interested in new productions? And how did it 
feel to begin the ballet season with contemporary chore-
ography? All this in a new episode of the programme...”

Photo /www.kremlin.ru

Shots from the new episode of the programme
Ticket to Bolshoi on Kultura channel 

An exhibition of works by Vladimir Vasiliev –
for the Maestro’s anniversary. Photo by Ivan Semenyaka 

Sinkovo. Flowers at the open terrace. 2020.
Paper, watercolour. Vladimir Vasiliev 

In November, the Bolshoi Theatre will hold a festival 
dedicated to the anniversary of an outstanding dancer, 
National Artist of the USSR Vladimir Vasiliev. The cele-
bration should have taken place in April, timed to coin-
cide with the National Artist’s 80th birthday (born April 
18, 1940), but was cancelled due to obvious reasons. In 
honour of the artist the following productions will be 
performed at the Bolshoi: November 15, 17 and 18 - Don 
Quixote, Spartacus and The Nutcracker respectively; No-
vember 22 – Lux Aeternum, a production by Tatar Opera 
Ballet.

http://www.kremlin.ru/supplement/5567
http://www.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/64288
https://tvkultura.ru/anons/show/brand_id/20840/episode_id/2452839/
http://www.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/64288/photos
https://www.instagram.com/p/CGo8Sx9Ad7c/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/people/1209/
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From September 30 to December 14 an exhibition 
of works by Vladimir Vasiliev working as a visual artist 
is on display in the Museum and Exhibition Foyer of the 
Historic House. More than 70 watercolours – landscapes, 
views of Moscow and other cities of the world, production 
drafts, still life paintings and portraits created recently. 
See more in the article Visual Art by Vladimir Vasiliev.

Sad news

Alexander Vedernikov
(January 11, 1964 - Ocotber 30, 2020)

Alexander Vedernikov (1964–2020) – conductor, Mer-
ited Art Professional of Russia, member of a renowned 
artistic dynasty – passed on October 30. The musician 
was only 56.

“We can hardly perceive the frightening and tragic 
news of Alexander Vedernikov’s passing.

This virus seems to spare no one. Alexander was a 
young and vibrant man. It is impossible to reconcile our-
selves to his death. He gave eight year of his – as we now 
know – short life to the Bolshoi Theatre. He had the cour-
age to come there at 37 and to leave it when he realised 
that his own creative route had to go along another vec-
tor. The years of his administration at the Bolshoi were 
challenging and happy. Alexander knew the Bolshoi The-
atre since his childhood. The 21st century was beginning. 
And Alexander believed that the theatre had to change, 
that it had to open itself to the world, to develop in this 
direction – to invite a wide range of directors and sing-
ers. He mounted many productions himself. The Fiery 
Angel by Prokofiev, Adriana Lecouvreur by Cilea, The Fly-
ing Dutchman by Wagner in its first version appeared at 
the Bolshoi for the first time then. He conducted many 
important Russian operas – Boris Godunov, Eugene On-
egin, The Tale of Kitezh, War and Peace. It was with him 
that the theatre had for the first time in the 21st century 
commissioned a new opera – Rosenthal’s Children by Le-
onid Desyatnikov became an important milestone in the 
history of the Bolshoi. All this is and will be in all books 

on the history of the Bolshoi Theatre. Yet, sadly, there will 
be nothing of what Vedernikov could still accomplish at 
different venues of the world; there will be no new meet-
ings with outstanding conductors and singers, no new 
scores mastered, no new works commissioned to com-
posers.

And how many things are not in an official biog-
raphy. His modesty, his risibility, his love of nature, his 
interest to the most different kinds of art, even his inim-
itable utterance. On of his favourite words “d’you see?”

No... we don’t. And we do not want to. It is too hard to 
come to terms with Vedernikov passing. Too early...

We send our most heartfelt condolence to family 
and friends of Alexander Vedernikov.

Vladimir Urin
Tugan Sokhiev
Makvala Kasrashvili
Makhar Vaziev
and the Bolshoi Theatre of Russia”.
Dozens of media publish the sad news of maestro’s 

passing.
“Vedernikov has lived in music all his life and shared 

his understanding of musical art with all who were near. 
His audience was enormous. It is so sad that this remark-
able musician has passed so early,” said the Bolshoi The-
atre General Director Vladimir Urin in an interview with 
TASS. 

RIA Novosti
Pyaty Kanal
Vesti.ru 
Radio Liberty
Govorit Moskva 
Slipped Disc 
The Strad 
Teller Report
LSM.lv 
etc. 

Press
analysis:
Russian mass media

TV channels, news agencies, printed and online 
media widely covered Plácido Domingo’s performance 
at the Bolshoi and his conducting debut at the Historic 
Stage. 

A video report by the First Channel:
“Plácido Domingo – King of Opera, also known as a 

Renaissance man in music – performed at the Bolshoi 
Theatre after seven months of self isolation. It was then 
that he came up with a project – to gather first-rate op-
era stars in Moscow. By the way, appearing on the famil-
iar stage was his conducting debut there, too.”

https://www.bolshoi.ru/about/press/articles/exhibition/exposition-2020-09/
https://tass.ru/kultura/9873595
https://ria.ru/20201030/dirizher-1582278788.html
https://www.5-tv.ru/news/317893/umer-glavnyj-dirizer-mihajlovskogo-teatra-aleksandr-vedernikov/
https://www.vesti.ru/article/2479111
https://www.svoboda.org/a/30920802.html
https://govoritmoskva.ru/news/251362/
https://slippedisc.com/2020/10/tragic-loss-top-russian-conductor-dies-of-covid-aged-46/
https://www.thestrad.com/news/alexander-vedernikov-dies-of-covid/11381.article
https://www.tellerreport.com/life/2020-10-30-the-chief-conductor-of-the-st--petersburg-mikhailovsky-theater-vedernikov-dies.HJGTqPtuP.html
https://www.lsm.lv/raksts/kultura/muzika/muziba-devies-krievijas-dirigents-aleksandrs-vedernikovs.a379904/
https://www.1tv.ru/news/2020-10-25/395647-v_moskve_sostoyalsya_dirizherskiy_debyut_tenora_plasido_domingo
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TV Centr: “Plácido Domingo stood for the first time 
behind the conductor’s pulpit of the Bolshoi in Manon 
Lescaut. The audience welcomed Maestro with applause.” 

Kultura channel
Rossia 24: “Spanish singer Plácido Domingo debut-

ed at the Bolshoi Theatre as a conductor”

“I spent 10 wonderful days in Moscow and first of all 
at the Bolshoi Theatre where I had my conducting debut 
there – 46 years after my debut as a singer which took 
place at the very same stage. The Bolshoi is doubtlessly 
one of the grandest theatres I have performed at. It 
has some special atmosphere. I am deeply honoured to 
enter this legendary stage. The Bolshoi has a topnotch 
company, orchestra and choir, and I am proud to enjoy 
the privilege of performing with them,” the tenor said.

“Myself and all invited artists were glad to perform 
for this amazing audience. It is truly exciting that such 
an event was organised at this very time, amid a global 
crisis of historic scale, the crisis which affected all of us 
and led to the closing of theatres all over the world. Rus-
sia welcomed us with incredible warmth. Perhaps only 
such evenings can make us feel that life keeps going,” 
Plácido Domingo says.

A video (04’35’’) on YouTube

Plácido Domingo in The Time programme

 Rossia-Kultura:
“We all love Plácido. We are grateful to him for gath-

ering such a cast of wonderful singers. All are having 
their debut tomorrow. Let’s wish them success and ova-
tions. Welcome, guys,” National Artist of Russia Anna Ne-
trebko said.

Winners of Operalia – a vocal competition founded 
by Domingo himself – came to Moscow, too.

“He will acquaint us with the remarkable voices he 
brought here. And among renowned and popular artists, 
he brought absolutely young voices we know nearly noth-
ing about – the winners of his competition,” chief con-
ductor and music director of the Bolshoi Tugan Sokhiev 
mentioned.

The concert participants point out the importance 
of such international projects.

Rossia-K
Rossia 24
Ren-ТV
Kultura newspaper and dozens of central media.

Rossia-K 

Rossia 24

Shots from the report by Kultura

youtube

Ren-ТV: “There was thunderous applause at the 
Bolshoi the day before – thus the audience welcomed the 
world opera legend Plácido Domingo.”

TASS 
Orpheus with a reference to TASS 
Plácido Domingo told how he learns about contem-

porary music, what he did during the quarantine, and 
what parts he would like to sing. The tenor had experi-
enced the coronavirus recently and shared the way the 
disease has changed his attitude to life.

“You conduct and sing parts in operas. What are you 
more interested in currently?”

https://www.tvc.ru/news/show/id/195437/
https://tvkultura.ru/article/show/article_id/370269
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PYtUjD8212A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6bGpt6EItXA
https://www.1tv.ru/news/issue/2020-10-25/21:00
https://tvkultura.ru/article/show/article_id/370506/
https://tvkultura.ru/article/show/article_id/370425/
https://www.vesti.ru/video/2234269
https://ren.tv/news/v-rossii/764086-plasido-domingo-gotovitsia-k-gala-kontsertu-v-bolshom-teatre
https://portal-kultura.ru/articles/music/329633-legendarnyy-plasido-domingo-vystupil-v-bolshom/
https://tvkultura.ru/article/show/article_id/370425/
https://www.vesti.ru/video/2234269
https://tvkultura.ru/article/show/article_id/370269
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PYtUjD8212A 
https://ren.tv/news/v-rossii/763386-plasido-domingo-debiutiroval-v-bolshom-teatre-v-kachestve-dirizhera
https://tass.ru/kultura/9781501
https://orpheusradio.ru/news/news/4458/domingo-v-maske
https://tass.ru/interviews/9702967
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“Both: these are two different yet interwoven compo-
nents to me. I am happy when I conduct, and when I enter 
the stage I feel lucky to have the opportunity to perform 
beautiful parts still. /…/”

“Who, in your opinion, is the best performer and 
composer in the history of Russian opera?”

“The best composer is always the one [whose work] 
I am going to sing and fall in love [with it], and I leave 
the list of performers to critics and music historians. Yet 
there are two Russian composers most closely related to 
my career – these are Tchaikovsky and Mussorgsky. /…/” 

tass.ru
tass.ru

Art Must Not Be Politicised – Rossiiskaya Gazeta 
publishes the interview of Plácido Domingo given to Ma-
ria Babalova. 

always be the main character before. Now I am either a 
father, and I like it very much, too, or maybe try on char-
acters like Nabucco or Macbeth who I think are victims of 
circumstances /.../ And now I play fathers’ roles in Rigo-
letto, Aida, Louise Miller, Jeanne d’Arc as well as in La 
Traviata and I due Foscari with great pleasure. Although, 
of course, with time passing each new part requires more 
and more efforts and time to prepare. /…/”

Republication of Plácido Domingo’s interview with 
TASS by ClassicalMusicNews.ru

Radio Sputnik 
TASS 
RIA Novosti 
ECHO Moskvy 
Vesti FM 
Orfei
Kommersant 
Radio Sputnik
Rossiiskaya Gazeta
and many other media.

The Bolshoi Theatre of Russia and IMG Artists com-
pany agreed on the further performance programme of 
the famous Spanish opera singer and conductor Plácido 
Domingo in Moscow in 2021 including his participation 
in the Bolshoi performances, a gala and master classes. 
TASS reports referring to the words of the Bolshoi Gener-
al Director Vladimir Urin.

Zond Novosti (republication)

RIAFAN publishes an interview with the opera sing-
er, the Bolshoi guest soloist Hibla Gerzmava: “Opera the-
atre is beauty in art and music.”

“On November 10, at the Moscow Conservatory Grand 
Hall, you will give a solo concert within the anniversary 
season. Was the programme scenario altered due to the 
pandemic?”

“Now it is really impossible to present the prog
ramme as it was initially conceived. /.../ due to sanitary 
restrictions, the concert will run without a break and in 
a reduced format – one act. And still every performance 
at the Moscow Conservatory Grand Hall with its unique 
acoustics is a holiday to me.”

“Who will take part in the night together with you?”
“Moscow Virtuosos will come. I am very happy that 

in my creative life there is a place for maestro Vladimir 
Spivakov who introduced me to his remarkable team 
many years ago and that I perform with them from time 
to time. Also there will be conductor Vladimir Lande in 
the concert, we performed beautifully with him in Kras-
noyarsk. I invited Igor Golovatenko to the night - he and 
I will sing a duet from Simone Boccanegra by Verdi, and 
there will be another surprise appearance. And Jonas 
Kaufmann, sadly, cannot come to my Moscow concert 
due to obvious reasons, although we had an agreement 
on this. /…/” 

“Plácido Domingo gives an exclusive interview
to Rossiiskaya Gazeta observing all safety measures.” 

Photo by Katerina Novikova 

“Can the gala at the Bolshoi Theatre be considered a 
kind of an overture to your birthday?”

Plácido Domingo: “Of course, I am approaching my 
80th birthday in January 2021. Yet I still like it very much 
how the French say it: ‘quatre-vingt’ – ‘four times twenty’. 
I feel well and maybe today I love performing music more 
than ever. That is, I fail to feel that I am turning 80.”

“Does Plácido Domingo-baritone miss Plácido Do-
mingo-tenor?”

Plácido Domingo: “A tricky question. Still, I gladly re-
member my tenor parts. Luckily, I have a terrific amount 
of records and videos – much of what was done was cap-
tured. And I am very happy that I can still sing - now won-
derful baritone parts, many of which – for example in Il 
travatore of La Traviata – I knew well enough and liked 
being a tenor. The only difference is that I used to nearly 

https://tass.ru/kultura/9711301
https://tass.ru/kultura/9711281
https://rg.ru/2020/10/22/plasido-domingo-priehal-v-moskvu-chtoby-vystupit-v-bolshom-teatre.html
https://www.classicalmusicnews.ru/interview/Plácido-domingo-2020/
https://radiosputnik.ria.ru/20201022/domingo-1581030683.html
https://tass.ru/kultura/9770999
https://ria.ru/20201023/abdrazakov-1581215579.html
https://echo.msk.ru/news/2728642-echo.html
www.radiovesti.ru/news/2474992/
https://orpheusradio.ru/news/news/4441/domingo-vystupit-v-bolshom
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/4539880
https://radiosputnik.ria.ru/20201022/domingo-1581033072.html
https://rg.ru/2020/10/21/reg-cfo/plasido-domingo-vpervye-vstanet-za-dirizherskij-pult-v-bolshom-teatre.html
https://tass.ru/kultura/9800255
https://zondnews.ru/sotrudnicestvo-bolsogo-teatra-i-plasido-domingo-prodolzitsa-v-2021-godu/16686
https://riafan.ru/1321797-opernaya-pevica-khibla-gerzmava-ya-nikogda-ne-budu-pet-na-scene-goloi
https://rg.ru/2020/10/22/plasido-domingo-priehal-v-moskvu-chtoby-vystupit-v-bolshom-teatre.html 
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October 23 is the 115th anniversary of the birth of 
remarkable Soviet conductor and composer Alexander 
Melik-Pashaev, Orpheus Radio and Kultura TV channel 
remind.

“He gave all his relatively short life to opera – more 
than 40 years, 30 of which were spent at the Bolshoi The-
atre where he was the head for his last 10 years. /.../ His 
name is connected with the ultimate bloom of Moscow 
Bolshoi Theatre which coincided with the middle of the 
previous century when prominent singers Lemeshev, 
Vishnevskaya, Arkhipova, Petrov, Andzhaparidze and 
others were starring there, famous director Pokrovsky 
was staging productions, and the cast of excellent con-
ductors stood at the pulpit – Golovanov, Khaikin... One 
of the main figures in this constellation was doubtlessly 
Alexander Shamilievich himself, especially in the ‘golden 
decade’ of his artistic administration of the chief musi-
cal venue of the country. /.../” 

The online publication Teatral gives details of the 
special programme Bolshoi to Youth which allows spec-
tators between 16 and 25 years old to buy tickets for a low 
price. “Now a quota of discounted tickets to the most pop-
ular Bolshoi productions will become a regular action 
/.../” the article says. “The programme Bolshoi to Youth 
is aimed at forming the young audience. They can buy 
tickets for 600 roubles (and 100 roubles for certain types 
seats with restricted view) upon showing their Russian 
national passport and only one seat and only for them-
selves. You cannot hand your ticket to another person.”

The online publication Kontent Sibir offers its read-
ers an extensive interview with the head of the Bolshoi 
Young Artists Opera Program Dmitry Vdovin about how 
selection and education works, about the impossibility 
of ‘standards’ in a creative career and members of the 
Young Artists Program including Maria Barakova, the 
winner of the 26th Glinka International Singers Compe-
tition and the 16th Tchaikovsky International Competi-
tion (2019)

Reporter: “When I met Masha [Barakova] last time, 
I asked her what part she was working on. Suddenly she 
said that they prefer concerts over opera productions. 
So she has to prepare many arias from different operas 
and she likes it more than taking part in just one opera 
which may take a year to prepare to. The diversity of the 
programme allows to refine the voice.”

Dmitry Vdovin: “Alas. We had different periods in 
our Young Artists Program. There were ones when we 
prepared big roles in opera productions, yet now, yes, it 
is more about concerts. So our young often debut at oth-
er theatres including those abroad and not in our native 
Bolshoi. Yet it is characteristic not only for us, I noted 
the same at Paris Opera, Metropolitan Opera and other 
houses. That is about prophets in their own land. Yet the 
main thing is that we prepare excellent professionals 

and virtually all of them, 90 percent, are sought after in 
the opera world. /…/”

Dmitry Vdovin at auditions in Novosibirsk, August 2020. 
Photo / Kontent-Sibir 

Life Line programme – for the birthday
of Leonid Desyatnikov 

On October 16 Rossia-K TV channel aired the Life 
Line programme timed to coincide with the birthday of 
composer Leonid Desyatnikov. “Mysterious and paradox-
ical, striving to link the unlinkable, capable of finding 
the lost, the unknown, and to fill it with today, tomorrow, 
timeless…”.

November 15, Alexandrinsky New Stage – Leonid De-
syatnikov recital, TASS reports. The programme includes 
the Russian premiere of the vocal cycle Yiddish. The five-
part composition for soprano and string quartet will be 
performed by Olga Kulchinskaya (Bolshoi YOP member 
in 2013-2014, Bolshoi Opera soloist in 2014-2017) and art-
ists of musicAeterna orchestra. The 20-minute composi-
tion was written in 2018 commissioned by the Jerusalem 

https://orpheusradio.ru/news/news/4429/aleksandr-melik-pashaev-rytsar-sovetskoy-opery
https://tvkultura.ru/article/show/article_id/370329
https://teatral-online.ru/news/28129/
https://ksonline.ru/386557/kakie-diplomy-vostrebovany-v-sovremennom-muzykalnom-mire/
https://ksonline.ru/386557/kakie-diplomy-vostrebovany-v-sovremennom-muzykalnom-mire/ 
https://tvkultura.ru/video/show/brand_id/20872/episode_id/155496/video_id/155496/viewtype/picture/ 
https://tvkultura.ru/video/show/brand_id/20872/episode_id/155496/video_id/155496/viewtype/picture/
https://tass.ru/kultura/9735019
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String Quartet and presents free transcriptions of Yid-
dish songs prevailing in Poland between the two World 
Wars. Pianist Alexei Goribol will open the composer’s an-
niversary night performing themes from Desyatnikov’s 
music to films Moscow Nights, Moscow and Giselle’s 
Mania.

A remarkable dancer, National Artist of Russia Ser-
gei Filin marked his 50th birthday on October 27. In his 
honour, the ballet La Fille du Pharaon was performed at 
the Bolshoi Theatre on October 31, Argumenty Nedeli re-
ports in a publication of October 28, 2020 (the scan copy 
of the article available at the press office.)

“Sergei Filin had an outstanding success in classic 
and romantic dance combining virtuoso technique, high 
natural culture, elegance and an unforgettable stage 
presence making one of the best pages in the history of 
the Bolshoi Ballet.

 /.../ Of particular note is that the beginning of Fil-
in’s work as the artistic director of the Bolshoi Ballet co-
incided with the opening of the Bolshoi Historic Stage af-
ter a long time of reconstruction. This was followed with 
many projects of transferring ballets of the classical rep-
ertoire to the Historic Stage including new versions of 
The Sleeping Beauty and La Bayadere. In this position, Fi-
lin consistently implemented the strategy of preserving 
the heritage of Soviet ballet’s ‘golden age’. In the years of 
his directorship ballets Ivan the Terrible and The Legend 
Of Love by Yuri Grigorovich were revived.

Besides, during Filin’s five years of administration 
ballets by leading contemporary choreographers appe
ared at the Bolshoi repertoire. Many of these productions 
remain the jewels of the Bolshoi repertoire. It was these 
that were broadcast for Russian and foreign audiences 
during the ‘culture quarantine’ caused by the coronavi-
rus pandemic.”

Sergei Filin’s birthday in Argumenty&Fakty
Parlamentskaya Gazeta and other media.

Argumenty Nedeli 2020 October 28

Media mention the Bolshoi many times in connec-
tion with the ArtMasters awards ceremony which took 
place at the Bolshoi New Stage on October 21. The com-
petition was held for representatives of different theatre 
professions with the support of the President’s Grant 
Foundation, Ministry of Culture, Ministry of Education 
and Moscow government. The Ministry of Science and Ed-
ucation acted as a strategic partner.

The project page
The First Channel 
Rossia 1 
Ren-ТV 
TASS 
Rossiiskaya Gazeta

The Bolshoi Ballet dancer Natalia Filina
on the ArtMasters2020 banner

“On the anniversary of the date of the birth of Gali-
na Vishnevskaya there was a gala in her honour at the 
Opera Singing Centre named in her honour,” Rossia-K 
reports.

“Among the Centre graduates there are Merited Art-
ists of Russia and of post-Soviet countries. The Bolshoi 
Opera soloist Agunda Kulaeva began her career here. She 
came to an audition, Vishnevskaya heard her even before 
the start while Agunda was warming up her voice. A dis-
tant acquaintance became a close relationship. /…/”

She heard Oleg Dolgov, now a Bolshoi soloist, in the 
beginning of 2000s and invited him to a tour in Tbilisi. 
He had learnt a new part and worried very much – Vish-
nevskaya noted it and replaced him with another singer.

https://aif.ru/culture/person/pensioner_na_svobode_kak_zhivet_byvshiy_hudruk_bolshogo_sergey_filin
https://www.pnp.ru/social/kto-rodilsya-27-oktyabrya-4.html
https://artmasters.ru/
https://www.1tv.ru/news/2020-10-22/395465-na_novoy_stsene_bolshogo_teatra_v_moskve_nazvali_pobediteley_chempionata_tvorcheskih_spetsialnostey_artmasters
https://www.vesti.ru/article/2475410
https://ren.tv/news/v-rossii/763427-v-moskve-nagradili-pobeditelei-konkursa-artmasters
https://tass.ru/v-strane/9782247
https://rg.ru/2020/10/22/reg-cfo/v-bolshom-teatre-nagradili-finalistov-artmasters.html
https://tvkultura.ru/article/show/article_id/370565/brand_id/19725/type_id/3/
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Press
analysis:
international mass media

The Spanish international newswire EFE (Repub-
lication Telemetro-Panama) reports “The Spanish ten-
or Plácido Domingo took over the baton of the Moscow 
Bolshoi Theatre orchestra today, Wednesday (21 October), 
to conduct the opera Manon Lescaut, by Giacomo Puc-
cini, in his conducting debut on this important stage. 
“We very much wanted to invite the maestro to Moscow 
both as a singer and as a conductor,” the director of the 
Bolshoi, Vladimir Urin, told EFE.” “Urin recalled that 
Domingo is not only known as a singer, “but for more 
than forty years as a great master of the baton”, during 
which he has conducted in theatres as important as the 
Washington and Los Angeles Operas.” 

The Spanish international newswire EFE (REPUB-
LICATION Clarin.com Argentina) reports “The Bolshoi 
Theatre in Moscow will honour Plácido Domingo this 
Saturday (24 October) for a lifetime in opera, a gala in 
which the Spanish tenor will be accompanied by an ex-
ceptional international cast. Life in Opera is the name 
of the concert that will be held just over three months 
before Domingo turns 80 in a “phenomenal theatre”, as 
the tenor himself said in brief statements to the media 
at the Bolshoi after the general rehearsal. The director 
of the Bolshoi, Vladimir Urin, told EFE that the gala is 
“a prelude to the celebrations for the anniversary of the 
birthday” of Domingo on January 21. 

“But I also think that in our lives everything has 
value: friends, colleagues ... and the presence of Plácido 
Domingo on the Bolshoi stage is always a great emotion, 
incredible music here and now, and that is the impor-
tant thing “, he pointed out.” “Maestro remembers well, 
since the La Scala tour (in Russia) in 1974, how much 
they love him in Moscow,” Urin told EFE. Tickets for to-
morrow’s gala were sold out instantly. “Emotions mat-
ter a lot in the theatre. And much more now, when the 

‘They called me to her saying that Galina Pavlovna 
wanted to talk to me. She was like a mother, saying: why, 
silly boy, goosey, you will sing this part so many times in 
the future, but you should appear and be 200 percent 
self-confident. I, she said, don’t see it in you now. You will 
do it, you have it all. You’ve got a potential, yet a bit lat-
er. And so it was,” shares the Bolshoi Opera soloist Oleg 
Dolgov.

On this day artists recall stories related to Galina 
Vishnevskaya and sing in her honour.”

Also on November 1 the channel shows a documenta-
ry War And Peace Of Mstislav Rostropovich (2017) filmed 
on the great musician’s 80th birthday. Announcement

world is mired in sad isolation” due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, Urin said. 

The director of the Bolshoi has always defended the 
Spanish tenor tooth and nail, even after several impor-
tant stages around the world closed the door on him 
due to accusations of sexual harassment. 

“Domingo is here. That is my attitude about it,” 
Urin stated categorically.” 

The Spanish newspaper ABC (Spain) publishes an 
article by Rafael M Manueco who reports “Just three 
months before his 80th birthday – he will turn 80 on 
January 5, 2021 – Plácido Domingo will make his debut 
as a conductor in the historic building of the legendary 
Bolshoi Theatre in Moscow. It will be today, in a unique 
performance of the opera Manon Lescaut by Puccini; 
To this he will join on Saturday as the main star of 
a great gala organised in his honour under the name 
Life in Opera. “The unproven accusations of sexual har-
assment launched against the Spanish tenor by a score 
of women have closed the door to many theatres across 
the planet in recent months. This is not the case of the 
Bolshoi, whose director, Vladimir Urin, declared in Sep-
tember that everything agreed with the Spanish artist 
would still stand. “The Bolshoi Theatre will not ignore 
the opportunity to collaborate with this great musician 
and thus please the audience and ourselves.” Referring 
to the accusations of sexual harassment, Urin said that 
“such episodes must be proven in a trial as soon as they 
occur and not after 30 years have passed.”

InoSMI offers the full translation of the article 	
Republication by El Comercio (Equador) 
The Spanish TV channel Telemadrid offers a re-

port of Plácido Domingo’s debut as a conductor at the 
Bolshoi.

Telemadrid TV channel reports about Maestro’s 
performance with artists and orchestra

of the Bolshoi in Moscow 

The performance covered by: 
Telemetro 
Platea 

https://www.telemetro.com/cultura/2020/10/15/la-ribot-recibe-el-leon-de-oro-de-danza-con-una-llamamiento-a-la-convivencia/3347955.html
https://tvkultura.ru/video/show/brand_id/29164/episode_id/2457710/
https://www.abc.es/cultura/musica/abci-Plácido-domingo-debuta-como-director-orquesta-bolshoi-moscu-202010210105_noticia.html?ref=https:%2F%2Fwww.google.cz%2F
https://inosmi.ru/social/20201022/248386289.html
https://www.elcomercio.com/tendencias/Plácido-domingo-debuta-director-orquesta.html
http://www.telemadrid.es/programas/telenoticias-1/Plácido-Domingo-Teatro-Bolshoi-Moscu-2-2279792042--20201022033112.html
http://www.telemadrid.es/programas/telenoticias-1/Plácido-Domingo-Teatro-Bolshoi-Moscu-2-2279792042--20201022033112.html 
https://www.telemetro.com/cultura/2020/10/22/Plácido-domingo-debuta-como-director-de-orquesta-en-el-teatro-bolshoi/3370904.html
https://www.plateamagazine.com/articulos/9952-el-bolshoi-de-moscu-programa-una-gala-lirica-en-honor-de-Plácido-domingo
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Estadao (Brazil) 
El Universal
Impressio (Bulgaria) 

The Spanish online specialised classical music pub-
lication Beckmesser (Spain) reports “Plácido Domingo 
will debut tomorrow as conductor of Manon Lescaut at 
the Bolshoi Theatre in a single performance. The singer 
feels closely linked to this title, with which he made his 
debut in the United States at the age of 27 playing the 
role of the knight Des Grieux.” 

The online specialised classical music publication 
Slipped Disc publishes an article by Norman Lebrecht 
who reports: “The Bolshoi has announced a concert cel-
ebration of the life of Plácido Domingo this weekend un-
der the title Plácido Domingo: Life in Opera. It will fea-
ture Anna Netrebko, Pretty Yende, Piotr Beczala, Yusif 
Eyvazov, Ildar Abdrazakov and Michael Volle, among 
others. The Bolshoi Theatre orchestra will be conducted 
by its music director Tugan Sokhiev.”

The online specialised opera news publication Op-
era Wire publishes an article by Francisco Salazar who 
reports: “The Bolshoi Theatre is set to present Plácido 
Domingo: Life in Opera. The concert, which will cele-
brate the legendary singer, features a roster of operatic 
superstars. The Bolshoi Theatre Orchestra will accom-
pany the soloists, led by conductor Tugan Sokhiev.” 

The Mexican newspaper El Mercurio (Mexico) re-
ports “This week the tenor Plácido Domingo made his 
debut as conductor of the orchestra at the Bolshoi The-
atre in Moscow. He directed the opera Manon Lescaut, 
by Giacomo Puccini. “We very much wanted to invite the 
maestro to Moscow both as a singer and as a conduc-
tor,” said Vladimir Urin, director of the Bolshoi.”

Platea Magazine
and other Spanish-language media.

The online specialised international dance news 
publication Seeing Dance publishes a review by Char-
lotte Kasner of Bolshoi’s Lady of Camellias based on 
viewing the film of the ballet. “What a superb produc-
tion Neumeier’s Lady of Camellias is; one that deserves 
to be in repertoires all over the world. So good, in fact, 
that I wanted to watch a second time. Perhaps no com-
panies can compare to Neumeier’s own Hamburg Bal-
let and the Bolshoi, though. It certainly suits the latter 
like a well-fitting glove.” Svetlana Zakharova is matched 
perfectly too; young enough to be pitiful but looking old 
enough to create a suitable age gap with Armand. There 
is no need to underline her dramatic and technical abil-

ity as she inhabits her character. Mention too must be 
made of Kristina Kretova as Prudence Duvernay who 
has some wonderful moments and her delicious part-
ner Mikhail Lobukin as her lover Gaston Rieux.”

Link to the article and the video

The USA specialised dance magazine Pointe Maga-
zine publishes an article by Chava Pearl Lansky who an-
nounces the upcoming World Ballet Day on 29 October. 
“This year’s iteration of the annual social media extrav-
aganza features three of the world’s leading companies: 
the Royal Ballet, the Australian Ballet and the Bolshoi 
Ballet. Additional participating companies will be an-
nounced closer to the event. Last year’s World Ballet Day 
was the biggest yet, reaching over 315 million social me-
dia users around the world.”

Link to the article and the video

The Italian online specialised dance news publica-
tion Danza and Danza the World Ballet Day. “A worldwide 
success, with over 315 million social media users connect-
ed in 2019, WBD 2020 already announces the participa-
tion of three of the promoter companies: the Australian 
Ballet, the Royal Ballet and the Bolshoi Ballet” 

The UK local newspaper Blackpool Gazette publish-
es an article by Peter Ormerod about World Ballet Day on 
29 October. “The event celebrates the best creative teams, 
dancers and artistic communities across the world, 
bringing companies together to explore the past, pres-
ent and future.” “go behind the scenes of the world’s top 
ballet companies including the Australian Ballet, Bolshoi 
Ballet and the Royal Ballet.” 

On October 18 and 19 Tugan Sokhiev performed 
with Paris Orchestra in the Paris Philharmonic Grand 
Hall of Pierre Boulez. The programme included Robert 
Schumann’s Concert for Piano and Orchestra (soloist 
Jean-Frédéric Neuburger) and the Swan Lake suite in 
maestro’s own version. 

The French regional broadcaster Via Occitanie 
presents a video of the concert Viva Orchestra ! the 
opening concert of the 2020-21 season of l’Orchestre na-
tional du Capitole de Toulouse with Tugan Sokhiev con-
ducting. “Tribute to the German composer Ludwig van 
Beethoven, on the occasion of his 250th birthday. Two 
monuments of the orchestra open this new season: Bee-
thoven’s visionary Concerto No. 3 and Brahms’ moving 
Symphony No. 3. Heroism and emotion, two key words 
that the young pianist Seong-Jin Cho and the conduc-
tor Tugan Sokhiev embody to perfection.” The concert is 
brought to you by Les Films Figures Libres and MEZZO, 

https://cultura.estadao.com.br/noticias/musica,Plácido-domingo-vai-reger-pela-primeira-vez-a-orquestra-do-teatro-bolshoi,70003480312
https://www.eluniversal.com.mx/cultura/musica/Plácido-domingo-dirigira-por-primera-vez-la-orquesta-del-teatro-bolshoi
https://impressio.dir.bg/stsena/plasido-domingo-shte-gostuva-v-bolshoy-teatar-tozi-mesets
https://www.beckmesser.com/Plácido-domingo-debuta-bolshoi-regresa-piacenza/
https://slippedisc.com/2020/10/moscow-puts-on-a-domingo-gala/
https://operawire.com/bolshoi-theatre-to-celebrate-Plácido-domingos-career/
https://operawire.com/bolshoi-theatre-to-celebrate-Plácido-domingos-career/
https://elmercurio.com.mx/escenarios/debuto-Plácido-domingo-como-director-de-orquesta-en-bolshoi
https://www.plateamagazine.com/noticias/9952-el-bolshoi-de-moscu-programa-una-gala-lirica-en-honor-de-Plácido-domingo
http://www.seeingdance.com/bolshoi-in-cinema-lady-of-the-camellias-25102020/
https://www.pointemagazine.com/world-ballet-day-2020-2648504083.html?rebelltitem=2#rebelltitem2
https://www.danzaedanza.com/it/news/save-the-date-torna-il-world-ballet-day.htmlannounces
https://www.blackpoolgazette.co.uk/read-this/celebrate-joy-ballet-day-online-dancing-3001412
https://philharmoniedeparis.fr/fr/activite/concert/22987-orchestre-de-paris-tugan-sokhiev?date=1603031400
https://philharmoniedeparis.fr/fr/activite/concert/22987-orchestre-de-paris-tugan-sokhiev?date=1603031400
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in co-production with vià Occitanie and the Orchestre 
national du Capitole de Toulouse. 

Link to the concert video available. 

On October 18, 20, 26, 28, 29 and November 2, 11 and 
15 Mezzo Live HD channel broadcasts the performance 
of the Orchestre national du Capitole de Toulouse led by 
Tugan Sokhiev – Requiem by Berlioz (recording of Feb-
ruary 2015). Soloist – Bryan Hymel. 

All broadcasts with participation of Maestro – in 
announcements on Mezzo channel website. 

The Italian newswire ANSA reports that due to 
COVID “restrictions on international mobility, Ravenna 
Festival has postponed the world premiere of Metànoia, 
the new creation by and with Sergei Polunin, to 2021, by 
the end of Dante’s Year. The production was supposed 
to open the Autumn Trilogy on November 6. In its place, 
on 4, 5 and 6 November at the Pala De André, an equally 
prestigious show: Pas de deux for fingers and toes in-
terpreted by Svetlana Zakharova accompanied by the 
violin of Vadim Repin.” 

The French newspaper Le Depeche announces the 
screening of the Bolshoi’s season of ballet’s in French 
cinemas in an article by Lea Paredes. “For the 11th year 
in a row, the illustrious Bolshoi Ballet shares the excel-
lence of its art from Moscow, offering the broadcast on 
the big screen of four of its greatest works. At the start 
of the 2020-2021 season, the Albi National Stage cinema 
is part of this process and offers the opportunity to dis-
cover these timeless creations, filmed from the Bolshoi 
stage.” 

The French online news publication Actu.fr reports 
about losses in local cinemas due to the COVID crisis. 
“-70%: unfortunately this is not the sale price of a cine-
ma ticket but the percentage that testifies to the signif-
icant drop in attendance at Saint-Malo cinemas. “The 
-70% attendance are those of the national average. The 
boat is in good condition, but we lack the oil, that is to 
say the films to make it work, because very successful 
films have their release date pushed back,” said Loïc 
Frémont Director of Saint-Malo cinemas. The article 
mentions “Even live-broadcast operas are also post-
poned, New York operas are cancelled until May 2021. 
Instead, we offer Bolshoi ballets with The Lady of the 
Camellias and The Nutcracker.”

The French language New York based cultural af-
fairs publication Le Petit Journal (New York USA) pub-
lishes an article by Houda Belabd who interviews Julia 
Lagahuzère, founder of Opera For Peace who recently 

won the “Women of Culture 2020” award. Julia Laga-
huzère refers to her work with the head of the Bolshoi 
YOP Dmitry Vdovin with great warmth. One of the ques-
tions was, “What was the impact of the Bolshoi Theat-
er in Moscow on your artistic career?” And Julia said, 
“My meeting with my colleague Dmitry Vdovin, from the 
Bolshoi Young Artists Opera Program, had a big impact 
on my career. Indeed, he is one of the best vocal coaches 
in the world who taught me a lot about voice and also 
introduced some outstanding Russian singers.”

The online publication JM1 publishes an article 
about the forced virtualisation of dance due to current 
pandemic realities. They take master classes held on-
line by the Bolshoi School in Joinville for example. Тhus, 
the School gives “classes on its social media with pop-
ular teachers and dancers after the termination of live 
classes.” The famous dancer of the Royal Ballet in Lon-
don Natalia Osipova is one of those who accepted the 
invitation to hold an online master class.

The UK newspaper the Guardian publishes an ar-
ticle by Tim Ashley about the life and music of Tchaik-
ovsky. “Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky (1840-93) was the com-
poser who put Russia on the international musical map 
with his uniquely personal style – profoundly Russian 
in idiom but engaging with, and embracing, western 
European symphonic traditions.”

A scene from the Bolshoi’s ballet The Lady of Camellias.  
Mikhail Lobukhin as Gaston Rieux. Photo by Elena Fetisova 

Briefly
The premiere of Eugene Onegin, staged by Dmitri 

Tcherniakov, was presented successfully in Vienna – 
RIA Novosti reports referring to ORF (Österreichischer 
Rundfunk). 

https://viaoccitanie.tv/viva-orchestra-le-concert-douverture-de-la-saison-2020-21-de-lorchestre-national-du-capitole-de/
https://www.mezzo.tv/en/Classical/Tugan-Sokhiev-and-the-Orchestre-National-du-Capitole-de-Toulouse-Berlioz%27s-Requiem-2757
https://www.mezzo.tv/en/search?q=tugan%20sokhiev&fbclid=IwAR132d5B1CJ65KHAFB4pU1a6Cr94TrL3pwKWfR8QHLqaf1D6hh0yDsgYpJE
https://www.ansa.it/sito/notizie/cultura/teatro/2020/10/15/al-ravenna-festival-slitta-polunin-ma-arriva-zakharova_00adcfdc-889d-4825-b965-285e934e157e.html
https://www.ladepeche.fr/2020/10/21/le-ballet-russe-sinvite-au-cinema-9153404.php
https://actu.fr/bretagne/saint-malo_35288/saint-malo-la-frequentation-des-cinemas-en-chute-libre-de-70_36906275.html
https://lepetitjournal.com/new-york/opera-peace-soutenir-la-culture-en-temps-de-pandemie-290543
https://www.jm1.com.br/geral/a-virtualizacao-da-danca-em-tempos-de-pandemia.html
https://www.theguardian.com/music/2020/oct/21/tchaikovsky-where-to-start-with-his-music
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/713/
https://orf.at/stories/3186744/
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of art by two women-artists, their views on art and cre-
ation, of the poetical and spiritual in choreography, of 
their cooperative work experience.

“As the source reports, the public received Tcher-
niakov’s Viennese debut warmly. Tomáš Hanus was the 
music director and conductor. The staging was moved 
from the Bolshoi Theatre to Vienna, where it has been 
performed since 2006.

Andre Schuen from Austria, (Eugene Onegin), [guest 
soloist of the Bolshoi Theatre] Anna Goryacheva (Olga), 
Bogdan Volkov (Lensky) and Dmitry Ivaschenko (Prince 
Gremin) took part in the opera.

Due to the soprano Tamuna Gochashvili’s [an artist 
of the Bolshoi YOP in 2017-19] illness the part of Tatyana 
was performed by the Australian singer Nicole Car.

The audience especially noted the work of the light-
ing designer Gleb Filshtinsky.

The premiere series in Vienna Opera will run until 
November 6, and on November 3 a livestream of the op-
era will be available to watch online.

Neue Zuricher Zeitung: “On this Sunday, Tchaik-
ovsky’s Eugene Onegin is about to be taken on again: 
it can be seen in the psychologically finely crafted, cos-
tumes and quite luxurious production by Dmitri Tch-
erniakov, which was created in 2006 for the Moscow 
Bolshoi Theatre.”

Colta.ru reports of the Vienna Opera premiere.

”A storm of applause at the finale: Dmitry Tcherniakov 
(fourth from the right) can be more than happy

with his Vienna debut.”/OFR 

Carolyn Carlson and Diana Vishneva 

youtube

The 8th International Festival Of Contemporary 
Choreography Context. Diana Vishneva runs from Octo-
ber 14 until November 29 in Moscow and St Petersburg. 
This season, for the first time, their own online platform 
with live feeds of performances and events of the paral-
lel programmes is working. 

 On October 16 a public talk In the Context of a New 
Reality was hosted.

On October 29 an online conversation with Diana 
Vishneva, the art director of the festival, with the cho-
reographer Carolyn Carlson about the understanding 

Kultura channel
Teatral  
Of the competition of young choreographers at the 

Gogol Centre at the Context. Diana Vishneva – Kommer-
sant, Tatyana Kuznetsova

Carolyn Carlson was a guest at the Green Salon in 
April 2015. 

Worldwide press writes of Angelin Preljocaj new 
staging, who presented his own version of Swan Lake 
with his troupe at the La Comédie de Clermont-Ferrand 
(October 7-14)

The New York Times publishes a review by Roslyn 
Sulcas on “the first major dance premiere since the 
pandemic began.”

Le Figaro (Ariane Bavelier): “Angelin Preljocaj sets 
Swan Lake on fire.”

Danses avec la plume /Jean-Frédéric Saumont
Les Echos /Philippe Noisette
Res Musica /Delphine Goater

https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/opera/3799/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/people/2577/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/people/3606/
https://www.wiener-staatsoper.at/en/staatsoper/media/detail/news/live-broadcasts-from-the-vienna-state-opera/
https://www.nzz.ch/feuilleton/neustart-an-der-wiener-staatsoper-gruesse-aus-der-folterkammer-ld.1582969#back-register
https://www.colta.ru/news/25748-dmitriy-chernyakov-postavil-evgeniya-onegina-v-venskoy-opere
https://orf.at/stories/3186744/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-fGnL-yl1qE&ab_channel=Context.DianaVishneva 
http://www.contextfest.com/
https://live.contextfest.com/publictalk
https://live.contextfest.com/publictalk
https://live.contextfest.com/page14186833.html
https://tvkultura.ru/article/show/article_id/369812/
https://teatral-online.ru/news/28128/
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/4531284
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/4531284
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KWo_R26lJ3I&ab_channel=BolshoiTheatre
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/people/1448/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/08/arts/dance/swan-lake-france-review.html
https://www.lefigaro.fr/culture/angelin-preljocaj-met-le-feu-au-lac-des-cygnes-20201005
https://www.dansesaveclaplume.com/en-scene/1106671-le-lac-des-cygnes-angelin-preljocaj/
https://www.lesechos.fr/weekend/spectacles-musique/danse-angelin-preljocaj-met-en-scene-le-lac-des-cygnes-1250994
https://www.resmusica.com/2020/10/10/le-lac-des-cygnes-reussi-dangelin-preljocaj-a-la-comedie-de-clermont-ferrand/
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since the birth of Richter, and the festival’s 40 year an-
niversary, the exhibition will be dedicated to Richter, 
and to the festival – to the festival.”

And so, December Evenings – XL will be called A 
Reverse Perspective. 1920-1981.

Four evenings will be held, the names of which are 
references to past festivals of previous years. /…/”

The International Young Ballet Artists Competition 
L’Arabesque takes place in Perm from October 24 to No-
vember 2. — a report by Rossia-K:

The competition opened with the ballet Anyuta 
staged by Vladimir Vasiliev and with his participation.

“Initially this ballet was conceived and staged es-
pecially for Ekaterina Maximova. Here in Perm it is a 
new version. We see new sets, new costumes,” said the 
artistic director and jury chairman of the Maximova 
competition L’Arabesque Vladimir Vasiliev.”

The online screening of the L’Arabesque competi-
tion opening — the ballet Anyuta and the competition 
tours on the theatre official YouTube channel and in VK 
community.

Instagram

France Culture (interview with Preljocaj with Ar-
naud Laporte 09’00”) and other media.

Ten years ago the Bolshoi Theatre of Russia opened 
its 235 season (September 14, 2010) with the world pre-
miere of the co-production by the Bolshoi Theatre and 
Preljocaj’s Ballet And then – a Thousand Years of Rest. 
Creation 2010.

Fontanka reports that the premiere of Preljocaj’s 
new ballet within the festival Diagilev P.S. in St Peters-
burg has been moved to 2021.

On October 20 and 21 the Bolshoi Ballet prima, 
National Artist of Russia Svetlana Zakharova pre-
sented her project MODANSE on the stage of Aleksan-
drinsky Theatre as part of the festival Diagilev P.S. The 
programme includes two one-act ballets: Comme un 
Respiro to music by George Frideric Handel, choreogra-
pher – Mauro Bigonzetti, and Gabrielle Chanel, compos-
er - Ilya Demustky, choreographer – Yuri Possokhov, set 
designer – Maria Tregubova. 

“Svetlana Zakharova performed at the Festival Di-
agilev. Postscriptum in St. Petersburg”, – a video report 
by Rossiya-K TV channel.

Svetlana Zakharova and Ilya Demutsky
after the performance of the ballet Gabrielle Chanel at 

Aleksandrinsky theatre.
Photo from the composer’s Facebook page 

The International Young Ballet Artists Competition 
L’Arabesque 

A ZooM press conference on December Evenings 
took place at Pushkin Museum of Fine Arts.

“/…/ Julia De-Clerk (from the Richter Memorial 
Lodgings), curator of the music section, spoke about the 
programme. As two anniversaries matched – 105 years 

The all-Russian competition of ballet artists and 
choreographers will begin in Yaroslavl on November 
8, Orpheus announces. Youths, both male and female 
aged 14 to 27, take part in the competition. The competi-
tion will open with a ballet night of the Vaganova Acade-

http://www.arabesque.permonline.ru/
https://tvkultura.ru/article/show/article_id/370605/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCC2M-JzPyGXaFd2V6xH6lkg?view_as=subscriber
https://vk.com/permopera
https://www.instagram.com/arabesque_bc/
https://www.franceculture.fr/emissions/affaire-a-suivre/affaire-a-suivre-du-jeudi-08-octobre-2020
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/about/press/articles/announce/1599/?sphrase_id=138266
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/about/press/articles/announce/1599/?sphrase_id=138266
https://www.fontanka.ru/2020/10/15/69505471/
https://tvkultura.ru/article/show/article_id/370325
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=10157947155819538&set=a.10152776901659538 
http://www.arabesque.permonline.ru/
https://www.facebook.com/natalya.zimyanina/posts/1957514834385555
https://orpheusradio.ru/news/news/4404/baletnyy-konkurs-otkryvaetsya-v-roslavle
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my. Its graduates will perform fragments from The Nut-
cracker and the one-act ballet The Fairy Doll to music by 
Josef Bayer. Besides, master classes of famous teachers 
await both guests and participants. Nikolai Tsiskaridze, 
premier dancer of Mariisnky Theatre Denis Matvienko 
and prima ballerina of the Bolshoi Theatre Ekaterina 
Shipulina will perform at the events. The competition 
will continue until November 13. 

Teodor Currentzis’ musical collective MusicAeter-
na will open its creative laboratory at the Swiss city of 
Lucerne starting February of next year, Muzykalny Klon-
daik reports. The ensemble plans to present projects in 
other cities around the world, amongst them Vienna, 
Paris, New York. The audience can expect performances 
of orchestra and choir, which will acquaint them with 
music of different epochs – from Baroque to contempo-
rary. The educational programme will include open re-
hearsals, master classes and public discussions, which 
will immerse the audience in the cultural and historical 
context of the pieces. 

October 26, on the stage of Mariisnky-2 – The 
Evening in Memory of Dmitry Khvorostovsky with the 
participation of the singer’s friends, stars of the world 
stage Hibla Gerzmava, Ekaterina Semenschuk, Ildar 
Abdrazakov and young soloists of the theatre, laureates 
of the 16th Tchaikovsky Competition Aygul Khisvatulli-
nova and Vladislav Kuprianov – winner of the special 
prize In Memory of Dmitry Khvorostovsky established at 
the 2019 competition. With the accompaniment of the 
theatre’s symphonic orchestra. 

On October 20 Tchaikovsky Grand Symphonic Or-
chestra (GSO) and the Moscow theatre Helikon Opera 
gave a big anniversary concert at Zaryadye Concert Hall 
Vesti.ru “National Artist of the USSR Vladimir Fedoseev 
has been at the helm of the GSO for more than a half 
of ninety years of the orchestra’s existence. He speaks 
warmly of his cooperation with the Helikoneers, which 
began a few years ago. The evening’s programme in-
cludes two pieces: Tchaikovsky’s cantata Moscow and 
Verdi’s Hymn of Nations. orpheusradio.ru

Social
networks
Alexei Ratmansky on FB on October 16: “Leonid De-

syatnikov – the composer whom I adore and was privi-
leged to work with more than once – marks his birthday 
today. In his honour – a fragment from the ballet Old La-

dies Falling Out to his genius cycle Poet’s Love and Life 
to verses by Kharms and Oleinikov. It was shown only a 
few times in Moscow in 2007. My last performance, if my 
memory does not fail me. Wife Tatiana as The Fly. Other 
parts – by all the best of the Bolshoi (that’s the advan-
tage of being a director!): Katya Krysanova, Anna Nikuli-
na, Denis Savin, Andrei Merkuriev, Nastya Vinokur, Gen-
nadi Yanin and Ruslan Pronin. Precious Alexei Goribol 
at the piano, singing – Marat Gali.” 

Valery Lagunov: “The state exam at the Ballet School, 
Pushechnaya 2; the examination board:

Messerer, Golovkina, Lavrovsky, Lepeshinskaya,
Yakhnin, Ulanova, Chikvaidze! 1960!”/FB

Kultura. RF on FB: “In her life there was everything:
penury and glory, treason and great love, exile

and triumphant return. Singer Galina Vishnevskaya
was born on October 25, 1926.” 

https://www.muzklondike.ru/news/6039 
https://www.muzklondike.ru/news/6039 
https://www.mariinsky.ru/playbill/playbill/2020/10/26/2_1900/
https://www.mariinsky.ru/playbill/playbill/2020/10/26/2_1900/
https://www.vesti.ru/article/2471529
https://orpheusradio.ru/news/news/4327/dvoynoy-yubileynyy-kontsert-v-zaryade
https://www.facebook.com/alexei.ratmansky/videos/10217735094153920
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1262000187494661&set=a.279462002415156
https://www.facebook.com/cultrf/posts/1592122334305992
https://www.culture.ru/persons/115/galina-vishnevskaya
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Manuel Legris (on the photo above – with young
Sylvie Guillem in Don Quixote) receives congratulations 

on his birthday from his friends and fans all over the world 
(photo /Instagram.) - the dancer and choreographer

was the guest of the Green Salon in Petipa’s anniversary 
year (2018) – the recording of the talk (33’05’’) on YouTube

Malagueña – “Valentina Levko had heard her future 
‘hallmark’ performed by street musicians, during

a Spanish tour in 1960s” /FB

Despite the challenging “post-pandemic” situation,
Jean-Romain Vesperini managed to make

it to Moscow and held rehearsals
with the Bolshoi artists (photo / the director’s Instagram)

A video on FB Andris Liepa Production
Mikhail Baryshnikov – Vestris’ rehearsal

with Leonid Yakobson in 1969. The performance
at the 1st International Ballet Competition in Moscow

(chief laureate – Barysnikov). Music by Gennady Banschikov. 
Choreography by Leonid Yakobson

(January 2, 1904 – Ocotber 17, 1975)

David Hallberg on Instagram: “When I look at these photos, 
I want to be in the studio again, rehearsing with Olga” –

Photos by James Hill for NYT 

“The Bolshoi dancers conquer the atmosphere” –
the jump of Igor Tsvirko (with Kristina Kretova)

в Instagram / Facebook

https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/manuellegris/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dh1PxH9on9k
https://www.facebook.com/watch/valentinalevko/
https://www.facebook.com/andrisliepaproduction/posts/3663012733759305
https://www.instagram.com/p/CGP5mrqAY2A/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CF9yvA1gZSS/
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=3724965257521876&set=a.2040553935963025
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Cast
alterations
Anna Karenina
October 14. Artemy Belyakov replaced Denis Rodkin 

as Vronsky
October 15. Artem Ovcharenko appeared as Vronsky

Don Quixote 
October 17 (19:00). Igor Tsvirko replaced Ivan Vasiliev 

as Basilio

Manon Lescaut
October 22. Elchin Azizov replaced Igor Golovaten-

ko as Sergeant Lescaut. De Grieux was performed by: 
Oleg Dolgov (debut, October 21,) Sergei Polyakov (debut, 
October 22,) Yusif Eivazov (October 23)

Debuts
GiselleDido and Aeneas
October 15
The title roles in the opera by Henry Purcell for the 

first time performed by Yulia Mazurova (the Bolshoi 
Young Artists Opera Program member in 2012-14) and 
Igor Podoplelov (soloist in training since May 2019; also 
on October 17).

Yulia Mazurova and Igor Podoplelov debuted
in the main roles in Dido and Aeneas.

Photo by Damir Yusupov

Elizaveta Kokoreva and Alexei Putintsev 

The guest soloist Daria Telyatnikova – the 1st Witch  
October 16
Anastasia Lerman (opera company trainee since 

April 2019) – Belinda

Don Quixote 
October 17 (12:00)
Elizaveta Kokoreva debuted as Kitri, Alexei Putint-

sev – as Basilio

Manon Lescaut
October 21
Oleg Dolgov debuted as Cavalier de Grieux

A Hero of Our Time
Third part, Princess Mary
October 24 (12:00). Anastasia Denisova debuted in 

the title role, Anastasia Stashkevich – as Vera
October 25. Egor Geraschenko debuted as Pechor-

in, Anna Nikulina – in the title role

Schedule
alterations
October 27 and 28 – ballet Ivan the Terrible instead 

of previously announced Don Quixote. 
November 26, 27, 28 (19:00) and 29 (14:00) – opera 

Sadko instead of Il Ballo in Maschera. 

https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/opera/2383/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/opera/3830/
https://bolshoi.ru/en/persons/opera/2526/
https://bolshoi.ru/en/persons/opera/3826/ 
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/576/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/7098/
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Birthdays
October 16 – composer, Merited Art Professional of 

Russia Leonid Desyatnikov – 65th birthday 2009-2010 - 
music director of the Bolshoi Theatre. He wrote opera 
Rosenthal’s Children (2005) and the ballet Les Illusions 
perdues (2011) commissioned by the Bolshoi. The Bolshoi 
Theatre staged his ballet Russian Seasons (premiered 
in 2008, revived in 2015) and – within a workshop – the 
ballet Old Ladies Falling Out to his cycle Poet’s Love and 
Life to verses by Kharms and Oleinikov.

October 23 – an outstanding conductor, composer, 
the Bolshoi chief conductor in 1953-1962, National Artist 
of the USSR Alexander Melik-Pashaev (1905-1964) 

October 25 – opera diva (soprano), the Bolshoi Op-
era soloist in 1952-1974, mentor, National Artist of the 
USSR Galina Vishnevskaya (1926 -2012)

October 25 – Bolshoi Ballet soloist Anastasia Vi-
nokur

 Leonid Desyatnikov in the stalls of the Bolshoi New Stage 
Igor Golovatenko in the title role in Eugene Onegin.

Photo by Damir Yusupov 

Tugan Sokhiev 

October 16 – Bolshoi Ballet prima (working under 
contract), Merited Artist of Russia Nina Kaptsova

16 October – singer (baritone), National Artist of 
Russia Dmitry Khvorostovsky (1962-2017)

October 17 – Bolshoi Opera soloist (since September 
2014,) baritone, Merited Artist of Russia Igor Golovaten-
ko – 40th birthday. In 2007-2014 — the soloist of Moscow 
theatre Novaya Opera. In 2010 he debuted at the Bolshoi 
Theatre as Dr Falke (Die Fledermaus by Strauss)

October 17 – Bolshoi ballet first soloist Margarita 
Shrayner

October 19 – Bolshoi Opera soloist (baritone), Merit-
ed Artist of Russia Andrei Grigoriev

October 19 – Bolshoi Ballet prima Yulia Stepanova
October 21 – chief conductor and music director of 

the Bolshoi, National Artist of North Osetia-Alania Tu-
gan Sokhiev

October 21 – Bolshoi Opera soloist, Merited Artist of 
Russia Vyacheslav Pochapsky

October 22 – Bolshoi Opera soloist, Merited Artist 
of Russia Roman Muravitsky

October 23 – Bolshoi Opera soloist, National Artist 
of Russia Irina Dolzhenko

October 23 – Bolshoi Opera soloist Vladimir Komov-
ich

https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/opera/1393/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/opera/1393/
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October 27 – ballet dancer, National Artist of Rus-
sia Sergei Filin – 50th birthday. 1988-2008 – Bolshoi Bal-
let soloist, 2011-2016 – artistic director of the Bolshoi Bal-
let, 2016-2019 – the head of the Youth Ballet Programme.

Photos published in this digest can not be used in future publications without permission. All materials used in the review are publicly accessible on the official 

websites of news agencies, the media, NGOs and government agencies and may be incoincident with the opinion of editors. For more information please 
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Sergei Filin at the concert The Bolshoi
and Plácido Domingo (photo /Instagram) 

Mikhail Lavrovsky

October 24. Marat Gali and choreographer Yuri Possokhov 
after the performance of the ballet The Hero of Our Time. 

Facebook

October 29 – ballet dancer, сhoreographer, ballet 
tutor of the Bolshoi, National Artist of the USSR Mikhail 
Lavrovsky

October 30 – the Bolshoi Opera soloist Marat Gali – 
jubilee

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10219646426765640&set=t.1065712001&type=3

