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The Bolshoi and Google continue bro­
adcasting performances from the thea­
tre’s “Golden Collection” on YouTubeˆ.

In the vision of many generations Vladimir Vasiliev was Spartacus –
the personification of “masculine” image of ballet art.

Photo by Elena Fetisova

April 18 Spartacus — a Bolshoi Ballet hallmark —
part of the Bolshoi screenings on YouTube 

The part of Spartacus created by Grigorovich for Vasiliev became 
a symbol of Russian ballet and the Bolshoi in the second half of the 
20th century.

“At the age of 28 he created this role that immediately took its 
place in that select culture-universal of timeless roles together with 
The Dying Swan by Anna Pavlova, Juliet by Galina Ulanova, Carmen by 
Maya Plisetskaya.” — Asaf Messerer 

“The spiritual power and Christian illumination of Spartacus- 
Vasiliev showed in his masculine dancing: the strong whirl of turns and 
jumps reminding us of a free bird flying. Each gesture and movement 
was filled with the deep emotion and intelligence of the hero. The cre­
ative work of Vladimir Vasiliev takes a special place in the world cho­
reographic art of the second half of the 20th century. From him a new 
era of male dancing had begun. He set new standards of virtuosity and 
expressiveness that have become a template for future generations of 
dancers.” — this text is published at the Bolshoi website. See more

From April 15 to May 5 the world au­
dience can for the first time see the re­
cordings of five ballets — Spartacus, Don 
Quixote, A Hero of Our Time, The Bright 
Stream and Le Corsaire, and two operas — 
Katerina Izmailova and the premiere of 
Sadko, as well as the concert of opera so­
loists timed to coincide with the 175th an­
niversary of Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov.

On April 18, the 80th birthday of Na­
tional Artist of the USSR Vladimir Vasiliev, 
the first performer of the role of Spart­
acus, the Bolshoi presented the world 
audience the ballet Spartacus by Aram 
Khachaturyan, choreography by Yuri Gri­
gorovich (recording of the livestream from 
the Historical stage, October 2013.) 

Libretto by Yuri Grigorovich after the 
novel of the same name by Raffaello Gio­
vagnolli, ideas from the scenario by Nikolai 
Volkov used.

Set Designer — Simon Virsaladze
Spartacus by Aram Khachaturyan 

staged by Yuri Grigorovich (the 3rd ver­
sion of the ballet at the Bolshoi, premiered 
on April 9, 1968) — transformed the whole 
concept of the heroic-romantic genre, of 
the relationship between a protagonist 
and the corps de ballet, of the graphic 
structure of choreography.

https://www.YouTube.com/channel/UCUimBc08CcsoCvP_WlYJl0Q
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/people/1209/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/47/
https://www.YouTube.com/watch?v=TvZ0XXY1uHU 
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/people/1209/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/47/
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Main roles: Mikhail Lobukhin as Spartacus, Vladislav 
Lantratov as Crassus, Svetlana Zakharova as Aegina, 
Anna Nikulina as Phrygia, Denis Savin as Gladiator; con­
ductor — Pavel Sorokin. Cast

More than 243,000 viewers saw the ballet screening 
on the Bolshoi YouTube channel, over 21,000 watched in 
online.

Vladimir Urin, Hulio Bocca, Ilse Liepa, Carlos Acosta, 
Natalia Ledovskaya, David Hallberg, Svetlana Zakharo­
va, Yuri Fateev, Lilian Hochhauser, Nina Ananiashvili, 
Maria Alexandrova and Vladislav Lantratov, Tatiana 
Chernobrovkina, Denis Rodkin, the Bolshoi Ballet Scho­
ol in Brazil — in a congratulation video Happy Anniver­
sary, Vladimir Vasiliev!  (13’35’’) on the Bolshoi YouTube 
channel.

The President of the Russian Federation sent a con­
gratulatory telegram:

On April 18, 12.00, a documentary about the birth­
day boy Reflections — homage to Vladimir Vasiliev was 
available on YouTube 

“A Jubilee Party For Vladimir Vasiliev’s 50th Anni­
versary At The Bolshoi (1990)”

On Friday evening, April 17, all staff members of the 
Bolshoi received an e-mail letter from Vladimir Urin.  
In this difficult period of self-isolation the Bolshoi di­
rector general has addressed all his staff with words of 
support.  

Dear Vladimir Viktorovich!
I wholeheartedly congratulate you upon this remark-

able anniversary of your 80th birthday. Your inspired 
creative work wrote unforgettable pages in the Bolshoi 
Theatre creative legacy. Your contribution to the preser-
vation and development of the great Russian ballet leg-
endary traditions is truly unique. A prominent performer 
of classic and modern repertoire, gifted choreographer, 
ballet-master and director — the many aspects of your 
talent are hard to count. And you have gained a great and 
well-deserved success and recognition in all of them. 

I wish you health and all the best.

V. Putin

Dear colleagues, dear friends. I address all crea-
tive teams, all our workshops, all our co-workers. 

You have known me for many years already, and in 
all these years together I have never wrote you letters — I 
am doing it now. I am doing it because I cannot visit you 
on stage before a performance, switch on the screen and 
see how rehearsals are going, call you all to a meeting or 
even gather you in our beloved auditorium. My only op-
portunity to speak to you all today is this letter.

I decided to write it because today we all are going 
through hard times. Our country, our ancestors saw trou-
bled and tragic years and on the eve of the 75th Victory 
celebration it is somehow difficult to complain about our 
fate, but we have never faced anything of this kind be-
fore. Our performances are cancelled, the rehearsals are 
stopped, our theatre buildings are virtually closed. And 
the most difficult thing, both technically and psychologi-
cally is that neither you, nor I know when this situation will 
be over. I want to hope it will happen soon. 

Оf course, like all of you, I follow the situation and 
try to analyse the available information carefully. I am 
sure, that even with the most optimistic scenario, 
even if we return to our working pace soon it will take 
some time for the audience to start actively attending 
our performances again. We will consult with team 
leaders, the trade union organisation, we will decide 
when it would be better for us to go on holidays and 
when we can come back to normal life.

Concerning our salaries, I want you to know that 
we will do our best to maintain them as much as possi-
ble. But we are a state institution, our possibilities de-
pend on state subsidies, especially taking into account 
the lack of the theatre’s own income now.

In the end, what can I tell you? As soon as I have 
enough information, as soon as it becomes possible 
to determine our future plans firmly, I will inform you im-
mediately.

Meanwhile, we all are deprived of our home and 
involuntarily separated, but let’s try not to lose heart, 
to keep calm and fit, protect our health, to keep in touch 
with each other via modern communication tools. 

We will overcome this time together. The main 
thing — be healthy, take care of yourself!

Vladimir Urin

https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/47/roles/#20131020190000
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUimBc08CcsoCvP_WlYJl0Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JudOegzB5XU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JudOegzB5XU
https://www.YouTube.com/watch?v=H0gtuVT5cJQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KLqQcJrycFQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KLqQcJrycFQ
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April 25 — A Hero of Our Time music by Ilya Demut­
sky, choreographer — Yuri Possokhov, Director, Designer 
and Author of Libretto — Kirill Serebrennikov (record­
ing of the livestream from the New Stage, April 9, 2017.) 
Conductor — Anton Grishanin. Cast

April 29 — Katerina Izmailova music by Dmitry 
Shostakovich (recording of the livestream from the His­
torical Stage, November 12, 2016.) Music Director — Tu­
gan Sokhiev. Stage Director — Rimas Tuminas. Cast

May 3 — The Bright Stream music by Dmitry Shos­
takovich, Choreographer Alexei Ratmansky, Design­
er — Boris Messerer (recording of the livestream from 
the New Stage, April 29, 2012.) Music Director — Pavel 
Sorokin. Cast

May 7 — Don Quixote music by Ludwig Minkus, cho­
reography by Marius Petipa and Alexander Gorsky, new 
choreographic version by Alexei Fadeyechev (recording 
of the livestream from the Historical stage, April 10, 
2016.) Music Director — Pavel Sorokin. Cast

Screenings
timeline
April 15 — Le Corsaire by Adolphe Adam, ballet in 

three acts; choreography by Marius Petipa, revival and 
new choreography by Alexei Ratmansky, Yuri Burlaka 
(recording of the livestream from the Historical Stage, 
March 11, 2012.)

Music Director — Pavel Klinitchev. 
Cast

Le Corsaire one of the Bolshoi’s screenings on YouTube
on April 15 (19:00 MSC, UTC+03:00; 18 CEST, UTC+02:00)

The Bolshoi will continue screening its best
opera and ballet productions and concerts

on the theatre’s official YouTube channel April 15 -May 11

Le Corsaire on the Bolshoi YouTube channel
had more than 220 000 views from all over the world 

April 21 — the Bolshoi Opera soloists concert In 
Honour of 175th Anniversary of the Birth of Nikolai Rim­
sky-Korsakov (Recording of March 30, 2019 from Bee­
thoven Hall). The programme included romances and 
songs to verses by Heinrich Heine, Alexei Koltsov, Apol­
lon Maykov, Alexander Pushkin, Adelbert von Chamisso, 
Aleksei Tolstoy, Nikolai Shcherbina; scenes, soliloques, 
songs and duets from operas Kashchey the Deathless, 
May Night, Sadko, Piano Trio in C minor. 

11 May — Sadko by Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov, pro­
duction by Dmitri Tcherniakov (recording of the opera 

https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/813/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/813/roles/#20170409180000
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/913/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/913/roles/#20161112190000
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/61/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/61/roles/#20120429190000
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/912/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/912/roles/#20160410180000
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/198/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/198/roles/#20120311190000
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/198/roles/#20120311190000
https://www.YouTube.com/channel/UCUimBc08CcsoCvP_WlYJl0Q
https://www.YouTube.com/user/bolshoi
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/10015/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/10015/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/10015/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/7098/
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premiere series of February 18, 2020, from the Historic 
Stage, by Mezzo TV).

Conductor — Timur Zangiev. 
Sadko — Nazhmiddin Mavlyanov
Volkhova — Aida Garifullina
Lubava Buslaevna — Ekaterina Semenchuk
As before, all performances start at 19:00 MSK 

(UTC+03:00; 18:00 CET, UTC+02:00)
The screenings will run in a “premiere” mode — 

to receive a reminder of the upcoming performance in 
advance you should subscribe to the Bolshoi’s official 
YouTube channel. After the end of every “premiere” each 
performance will stay on the Net for 24 hours. 

Bolshoi Online Vol.2 — a video announcement of the 
second screening series from the Bolshoi’s “Golden Col­
lection”.

The Bolshoi General Director mentioned one more 
anniversary. ‘The opera Sadko by Rimsky-Korsakov —
the last premiere at the Bolshoi Historic Stage — will 
be screened on the birthday of its stage director Dmitri 
Tcherniakov, who turns 50 on May 11.’

‘I hope dearly that popular ballets by the Bolshoi, 
such as Don Quixote and Le Corsaire, as well as new 
works created in the 21st century — The Bright Stream 
(choreography by Alexei Ratmansky) and A Hero of Our 
Time (choreography by Yuri Possokhov, director — Kirill 
Serebrennikov), and the ingenious opera Katerina Iz­
mailova by Shostakovich — in a word, all our screen­
ings will bring joy to the audience in various countries, 
brighten their forced home isolation due to the corona­
virus pandemic,’ said the Bolshoi General Director.

As a result of combined efforts of the Bolshoi, 
Google and YouTube platform millions of people have 
for the first time in history become “the audience of the 
Bolshoi.”

“Today everybody who stays at home needs extra 
energy, and classical art is one of the best sources of 
positive emotions and balance, in my opinion. More than 
380 000 people who joined the Bolshoi YouTube channel 
in recent weeks and left more than 60 000 comments 
there would agree with it,” Julia Solovyova, the head 
of Google Russia says. “I am frankly proud that today 
our technologies help to bring the beauty of Russian 
ballet and opera to spectators throughout the world.”

The first six screenings of the Bolshoi Online project 
have gained more than 6.5 million views in two weeks and 
united more than 3 million unique spectators from 134 
countries of the world, including Russia, the USA, Cana­
da, Mexico, Italy, Spain, Portugal, China, Hong Kong, Viet­
nam, Mongolia, Japan, Australia, SAR, Chile, Argentina, 
Brazil. The Sleeping Beauty alone gained more than 1.5 
million views in 24 hours. The number of searches con­
nected to the Bolshoi has grown 5-fold and about 2/3 of 
them — from outside of Russia.

The screenings are run with the support of the the­
atre’s partners — Pathé Live, Mezzo HD and Bel Air Me­
dia companies.

“Given today’s painful and sad situation caused by 
the COVID-19 pandemic which has affected everybody 
and everywhere, I am glad to contribute a little to sup­
port of the Bolshoi activities on behalf of Bel Air Me­
dia via screening of remarkable performances we have 
recorded in recent years. I hope, it will brighten up the 
necessity of staying at home for spectators who can see 
the high-quality recordings of the Bolshoi’s exceptional 
productions via our cooperation. I also hope, than soon 
the doors of the Bolshoi will open again and we, in turn, 
will be able to continue recording its wonderful produc­
tions and please the audience by meeting their favour­
ite singers and dancers,” said Bel Air Media director 
general François Duplat.

“Being the producer and international distributor 
of the annual screening series Bolshoi in Cinema, Pathé 
Live together with Bel Air Media took to the theatre’s 
initiative with great enthusiasm. The four chosen bal­
lets are among the most important productions of the 
Bolshoi and are always screened in cinemas with great 
success. We believe that now the online screenings are 
the best way to keep in touch with ballet fans since cin­
emas are forced to close all over the world. We hope that 
new digital opportunities will bring consolation to our 
audiences in these hard times, and we are eager to meet 
you all in cinemas as soon all this is over,” said Pathé 
Live president Thierry Fontaine.

“For a number of years already Mezzo has been 
proud to be a partner of the Bolshoi, one of the greatest 
historic institutions of music world. We regularly record 
and screen their marvellous opera productions, mostly 
live, and now we are honoured to share them with audi­
ences all over the world. During this unprecedented crisis 
we decided to support the Bolshoi team and its remark­

https://www.mezzo.tv/en/Opera/Sadko-by-Rimsky-Korsakov-at-the-Bolshoi-4291
https://www.YouTube.com/user/bolshoi 
https://www.YouTube.com/user/bolshoi 
https://www.YouTube.com/watch?v=2vvBNitA45A
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able artists. See you soon on Mezzo and Mezzo Live HD! 
Take care!” — Hervé Boissière, Mezzo director gener­
al added.

Events
On April 7 the Bolshoi showed an outstanding piece 

from its “Golden Collection” – the opera Boris Godunov 
by Mussorgsky on their YouTube channel. The produc­
tion of 1948 by Leonid Baratov in sets by Fyodor Fedor­
ovsky has remained in the Bolshoi repertoire for more 
than half a century and has often toured abroad. 

Conductor — the chief conductor and music direc­
tor of the Bolshoi Tugan Sokhiev. 

Cast

YouTube

A video announcement of the Bolshoi Online (the 
first series of screenings).

On April 10 the Bolshoi gave the world audience a 
chance to see the most popular ballet in its repertoire — 
The Nutcracker — screened on the theatre’s YouTube 
channel. The recording of the livestream from the His­
toric Stage on December 21, 2014 (Pathé Live, the screen­
ing director — Vincent Batallion.)

The screening of The Nutcracker by the Bolshoi on 
the theatre’s YouTube channel gained more than 0.8 
million views — more than 800 000 spectators watched 
the screening online.

During the screening of The Nutcracker the Bolshoi 
received numerous comments from grateful viewers in 
different countries around the world. The Nutcracker 
Through the Eyes of Our Audience — a video, based on 
Instagram posts, on the Bolshoi YouTube channel — is 
a grateful response of the screening organisers to the 
world audience.

https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/24/
https://bolshoi.ru/en/performances/24/roles/#20191219190000
https://www.YouTube.com/watch?v=ewldZTy6lW0
https://www.YouTube.com/watch?v=41qaX6pxtfM
https://www.YouTube.com/watch?v=BAX19U36xPg
https://www.YouTube.com/watch?v=BAX19U36xPg
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The Nutcracker Through the Eyes of Our Audience —
a video on the Bolshoi YouTube channel

April 11, the Historic Stage — a concert We Are To­
gether — an act of gratitude to doctors who fight with 
COVID-19 for life of their patients.

Rossia-1 TV channel with participation of the RF 
Ministry of Culture arranged a concert to support doc­
tors fighting the coronavirus pandemic. On April 11 clas­
sical and music artists, theatre and cinema actors — 
including the Bolshoi Ballet prima Svetlana Zakharova 
and dancer Sergei Polunin, violinist Vadim Repin, violist 

The Bolshoi symphonic orchestra played Adajio by 
Alessandro Marcello. Oboe solo — Timofei Yakhnov. The 
musicians played online, staying at home.

and conductor Yuri Bashmet, pianist Nikolai Lugansky 
and others — performed at the Bolshoi Historic Stage.

Artists of the Bolshoi
on self isolation in social media

The Bolshoi Ballet principal dancer, performer of 
the role of the Nutcracker-Prince — Denis Rodkin held 
a live conference with the audience on the theatre’s  
Instagram before the online performance of The Nut­
cracker recording.

Soloists of the Bolshoi Theatre – performers of ma­
jor roles Agunda Kulaeva, Elchin Azizov and Olga Se­
liverstova have announced a live stream of The Tsar’s 
Bride and invited viewers to join them.

Denis Rodkin — about The Nutcracker
on the Bolshoi YouTube channel

https://www.YouTube.com/watch?v=BAX19U36xPg
https://www.instagram.com/rodkin90/
https://www.YouTube.com/watch?v=2jEyYAmnHHE
https://www.YouTube.com/watch?v=ahJHrmUhrgU
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Prima ballerina Evgenia Obraztsova and Bolshoi 
Ballet leading soloist Igor Tsvirko have launched a cam­
paign #DanceWithBolshoi using the resources of the 
Bolshoi Theatre in the social media.

Agunda Kulaeva and Alexey Tatarintsev with their 
daughter Violetta and son Daniil have made a musical 
present, addressed to their teachers — the video is pub­
lished on Facebook.

Agunda Kulaeva, Elchin Azizov and Olga Seliverstova 
participating in the video for the Bolshoi YouTube channel

Artem Ovcharenko, Anastasia Vinokur, Daria Khokhlova, 
Anna Antropova, Anastasia Stashkevich

and Vyacheslav Lopatin spoke in a video on YouTube
before the screening of Le Corsaire 

Opera soloists AgundaKulaeva and Alexey Tatarintsev
sing on Facebook

https://www.YouTube.com/watch?v=JHU835xM4kQ
https://www.YouTube.com/watch?v=ewR_FxdUk7I
https://www.facebook.com/shveydelalex/videos/3191789587533091/
https://www.YouTube.com/watch?v=2jEyYAmnHHE 
https://www.YouTube.com/watch?v=vdRnGhbz5Nc&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR0NQhnezkhWAzdL5A7UkWc1exvs1GuUkFd1GQHXMfViuILHFDGi7dr7nbw 
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Artemy Belyakov and Daria Khokhlova
keep inventing new lifts on Instagram 

The Bolshoi principal dancer Vladislav Lantratov,
the performer of the title part in the ballet Spartacus 

screened yesterday online as one of the Bolshoi’s
“Golden Collection” – met his fans on Instagram on April 19

On April 18, at 18:00, before the screening of Sparta­
cus National Artist Svetlana Zakharova talked to her 
fans on Instagram.

Press
analysis:
Russian mass media

The Bolshoi has prolonged the online screenings of 
productions from its “Golden Collection” until May 11, 
federal and local media report.

 TASS gave figures on the “first series” of perfor­
mances and quotes the head of the Bolshoi:

“The Bolshoi General Director Vladimir Urin com­
mented on the upcoming series of screenings. ‘Since 
we cannot restore the normal modus operandi of our 
theatre yet, and our beloved spectators have to stay in 
self isolation, we decided to resume online screenings 
of our productions. Moreover, it obviously brings great 
joy to people. /.../ I want to make a special notice of two 
events, two anniversaries we are going to celebrate vir­
tually... We will show the ballet Spartacus by Yuri Grig­
orovich on April 18 — the day when the National Artist of 
the USSR Vladimir Vasiliev, who was the first to perform 
the part Spartacus, turns 80. We planned to hold a for­
mal evening at the theatre yet life has made changes. 
Instead, the whole world will congratulate one of the 
greatest dancers together with us on his day.’

ORT TV channel
RIA Novosti
Interfax-Rossia
IA Regnum 
News.ru
Gazeta.Ru
Afisha Daily
ParkSeason.ru

https://www.instagram.com/p/B-9efRzI6_D/ 
https://www.instagram.com/vladislavlantratov/
https://www.instagram.com/svetlana_zakharova_official/
https://otr-online.ru/news/bolshoy-teatr-obyavil-o-prodlenii-onlayn-pokazov-spektakley-zolotoy-kollekcii-152117.html
https://ria.ru/20200414/1570016893.html
https://www.interfax-russia.ru/moscow/news/bolshoy-teatr-pochti-na-mesyac-prodlil-onlayn-pokazy-spektakley-zolotoy-kollekcii
https://regnum.ru/news/2916238.html
https://news.ru/theater/bolshoj-teatr-prodlit-onlajn-translyacii-spektaklej-iz-zolotogo-fonda/
https://www.gazeta.ru/culture/news/2020/04/14/n_14289889.shtml
https://daily.afisha.ru/news/36195-bolshoy-teatr-prodolzhit-translyacii-spektakley-iz-zolotogo-fonda-na-YouTube
https://parkseason.ru/news/10345-bolshoy_teatr_prodolzhit_pokazivat_spektaki_zolotogo_fonda/
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TASS managed to have a personal talk with the 
choreographer, National Artist of the USSR Yuri Grigor­
ovich before the screening of The Nutcracker.

“My friends, what shall I tell you today? If there is 
any joy in these difficult days, it is the one that helps 
us to survive and keep our heads up — Russian ballet. 
It happens to be a ‘tough nut’. Those who practised it 
and who still do, know what I mean. It is hard to keep 
fit outside the theatre, outside the company. Yet we 
should. Otherwise, the thing we committed our lives to 
will cease to exist. We are in the spotlight. Because we 
are strong and beautiful. I wish all my dear and beloved 
colleagues endurance. We will continue our work in au­
tumn,” Grigorovich said.

From April 15 to May 11 the audience will see eight 
screenings. Dance.Ru gives details about ballets to be 
shown within the project. Also, they mention that the 
screening of Spartacus is dedicated to Vladimir Vasiliev.  

Announcing the screening of A Hero of Our Time 
on April 25 the publication quotes the Bolshoi website: 
“Retelling a plot is trivial: drama-ballets are not a thing 
to make Kirill Serebrennikov change his tracks.” “An in­
credibly complicated and multilevel work by Lermontov 
lives according to its own internal laws. These laws were 
acutely captured by Ilya Demutsky — and now we can 
‘hear’ them in his music. And it means than we shall 
dance these very laws, connections between the charac­
ters, the fateful collisions of love and hate.”

Karetniy Ryad 	 Volzhskaya Kommuna

Snob together with Culture.Ru publishes screening 
galleries, mentioning the streaming of Spartacus on 
the theatre’s YouTube channel on April 18: “The Bolshoi’s 
Legendary Production Spartacus. Choreography — Yuri 
Grigorovich. Aegina — Svetlana Zakharova.”

Le Corsaire screening reported by: 
Colta 
Orpheus
Bublik 

The TASS project Future of Russia gives statistics 
on the “first episode” of screenings: “More than 6.5 
million people in 134 countries saw the Bolshoi online 
screenings.” 

Yuri Grigorovich 

The choreographer reminded us that the premiere 
of The Nutcracker in his version took place at the Bolshoi 
on March 12, 1966. 

https://tass.ru/kultura/8207129
www.dance.ru/news/bolshoy-teatr-pokazhet-balety-iz-zolotogo-fonda-raspisanie-translyatsiy/
https://karetniyryad.moscow/2020/04/16/sotrudniki-bolshogo-teatra-prodlili-onlayn-pokazyi-spektakley-do-maya/
https://www.vkonline.ru/news/archive/253058/teatr-onlajn-moskva-isanktpeterburg
https://snob.ru/entry/191632/
https://www.colta.ru/articles/music_classic/24105-chto-lovit-v-seti-15-aprelya
https://orpheusradio.ru/news/tv/1741/obzor-onlayn-translyatsiy-15-aprelya
https://bublik.delfi.ee/news/culture/kuda-shodit-15-aprelya-ottepel-mitya-fomin-hor-tureckogo-elena-temnikova-i-malchiki-krovavye-v-glazah?id=89562371
https://futurerussia.gov.ru/nacionalnye-proekty/samye-izvestnye-teatry-strany-uvelicivaut-auditoriu-svoih-onlajn-proektov
https://tass.ru/kultura/8207129 
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Kuznetsova asked Vladimir Urin about problems relat­
ed to the coronavirus pandemic, about financial losses, 
about live performances competing online streaming. 
According to Urin, if the pandemic situation improves 
the theatre will return to work by the end of June. This is 
an optimistic prognosis. In case of a pessimistic one the 
Bolshoi will open in autumn, although then the institu­
tion and the staff will face irreversible consequences.

“Do you coordinate plans and efforts with directors 
of world theatres?”

“Of course. And not only with directors — with 
agents, producers, with everybody. Already our opera 
company tour in Toulouse and Paris is cancelled — it 
was to be in March. On May 31 we should have flown to 
Washington and Chicago — and this has also had to be 
cancelled. Now our ballet’s November tour in Japan is 
already in question — the Japanese have cancelled the 
Olympics and nobody knows how the situation will devel­
op there. Naturally, the French, the Americans call and 
write asking if the cancelled tours could be postponed 
and to what months? And who can predict it now?”

“Given the huge financial losses, will an impresario 
have enough money to hold the tour when the borders 
are open?”

“An absolutely correct question. Things we planned 
calmly before can be cancelled just because of the im­
possibility to fund this tour or another. It is not incon­
ceivable that the virus will change the world prices for 
theatre productions and this can impact the theatre 

He called it symbolic that the screening of The 
Nutcracker will take place in such a hard time for all 
mankind. “The Nutcracker is a doll that cracks tough 
nuts. For 56 years already the heroes of the ballet in my 
version have been bravely overcoming difficulties the get 
in their way to find happiness. Thus, the production has 
long ago become a synonym for victory,” Grigorovich 
noted.

Vesti of Rossia-1 TV channel announced the screening
of the ballet The Nutcracker on April 10 The Bolshoi General Director Vladimir Urin.

Photo by Pyotr Kassin / Kommersant

The screening of the ballet The Nutcracker was cov­
ered by federal and local media:

Ria Novosti
Ria Novosti
Kommersant Weekend 
Izvestia
Harper’s Bazaar 
and many other sources.
The Nutcracker by the Bolshoi gained more than 

800 000 views in 24 hours, media report:
RIA Novosti
Regnum IA
Inc News
Muzykalnoe Obozrenie and other media.

The head of the Bolshoi press office Katerina Novik­
ova spoe on the air on Moskva FM about how popular the 
online screening project is and how are artists working 
under the limitations caused by COVID-19 pandemic.

Vesti on Rossia-1 TV channel gave a comment from 
the Bolshoi Opera soloist Agunda Kulaeva before the 
screening of The Tsar’s Bride. The singer said that the 
theatre’s audience has widened: Even those who never 
used to listen to opera go to the Bolshoi YouTube chan­
nel, admire it and start loving this art.” 

The Bolshoi General Director Vladimir Urin gave a 
large interview to the Kommersant newspaper. Tatiana 

https://russia.tv/video/show/brand_id/5402/episode_id/2260539/video_id/2288475/viewtype/picture/ 
https://ria.ru/20200408/1569711022.html
https://ria.ru/20200410/1569832833.html
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/4315746
https://iz.ru/997827/natalia-vasileva/kulturnyi-karantin-vybor-izvestii
https://bazaar.ru/bazaar-art/teatr/bolshoy-teatr-pokazhet-shchelkunchik-onlayn-balet-stanet-poslednim-v-serii-translyaciy/
https://ria.ru/20200411/1569914728.html
https://regnum.ru/news/2913671.html
https://inc-news.ru/society/culture/2:27565
https://muzobozrenie.ru/bolshoj-teatr-zavershaet-onlajn-marafon-baletom-shhelkunchik/
https://www.mosfm.com/audios/140029
https://russia.tv/video/show/brand_id/5402/episode_id/2260539/video_id/2288475/viewtype/picture/
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/4316883?fbclid=IwAR34zhuBSNtGC7IDTEtXXRXRu7sLvY6lFwsBDmUzY3mTZPpqU0Uuw0IeQ14
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market very seriously. I am almost sure that world the­
atres will not be able to pay such fees as they paid in 
2019. /.../ 

The interview with Vladimir Urin caused a vast 
resonance in media. Many publications published their 
own materials based of the publication by Kommersant. 

TASS 
Interfax 
Vedomosti 
RBK 
Regnum 
ECHO
RT 
Radio Kultura 
and others — more than 20 online publications. 

The Bolshoi General Director Vladimir Urin is a 
member of an initiative Russian Culture Professional 
Addressing World Cultural Community.

The special representative of the RF president for 
international cultural cooperation Mikhail Shvydkoy, 
minister of culture Olga Lyubimova, the Hermitage Gen­
eral Director Mikhail Piotrovsky, the Bolshoi General Di­
rector Vladimir Urin, heads of Tretyakov Gallery and 
Pushkin Museum Zelfira Tregulova and Marina Loshak, 
musicians Yuri Bashmet, Vladimir Spivakov, Denis Mat­
suev, Theodor Kurentzis, directors Leo Dodin and Andrei 
Konchalovsky, and other representatives of the Russian 
cultural community offer to hold and international cul­
ture marathon in June 2020. The event will be virtual, 
aimed to “support the foundations of the world commu­
nity and basic cultural values.”

The text of an open letter addressed to UNESCO ad­
ministration and world cultural community was posted 
on the Hermitage social media on April 13.

 “Whatever the progress of the pandemic progress 
is, it will end sooner or later. Yet our solidarity is impor­
tant right now. ... Now it is very important not to let the 
bedrock of the civilisation that forms one of the main 
values of humanity to be destroyed,” the paper says.

Authors of the letter promise to discuss the “con­
tents” of the marathon with their colleagues in the com­
ing weeks. Among their potential project partners they 
see foreign ministries and committees responsible for 
cultural development. The text of the address

Covered by:
TASS
Russki Mir
Orfei
Izvestia
Regnum IA and others.

More than 80 publications announced the concert 
We Are Together held by the Bolshoi and Rossia-1 TV 
channel to support doctors fighting the coronavirus 
pandemic. It was streamed live on Rossia-1 TV channel. 

Rossia-1
Rossia-1
Rossia-K
Vesti.Ru
Orpheus Radio 
Radio Mayak
Radio Mayak
Radio Mayak
TASS
RIA Novosti
IA Regnum

The concert We Are Together
from the Bolshoi Historic Stage:

Timofei Yakhnov and the Bolshoi symphonic orchestra,
Vesti.ru

Kultura channel showed the recording of the con­
cert We Are Together on the Easter on Sunday, April 19, 
2020 at 19:50. 

The Bolshoi Ballet prima Svetlana Zakharova gave 
an interview to Moskovsky Komsomolets newspaper and 
spoke about her participation in the concert We Are To­
gether. 

“Svetlana, were you the only one from the Bolshoi 
at this concert?”

“Yes, I was the only one from the Bolshoi, nobody 
else was there, only the orchestra played online from 
their homes.”

“Why did you agree to take part? Were you afraid 
while driving to the concert? Anyhow you risked your 
health and that of your family despite all measures tak­
en.” /.../

“Of course, I was afraid, a little, no more than when 
you enter a shop for food. Or when one of your family 
does. It seems, there are even more people in those su­
permarkets than there were at this concert or on the 
stage. For at the concert nobody came close to me, and 
those rare persons whom I was in contact with actually 
wore masks and gloves, spoke from a distance and were 
previously tested. Yes, I was anxious about getting into 
a confined space, yet, on the other hand, it was more im­

https://tass.ru/kultura/8196821
https://www.interfax.ru/russia/703274
https://www.vedomosti.ru/media/news/2020/04/09/827592-bolshoi-teatr
https://www.rbc.ru/rbcfreenews/5e8e87479a79476cdef029e4
https://regnum.ru/news/2910302.html
https://echo.msk.ru/news/2621797-echo.html 

https://russian.rt.com/nopolitics/news/735907-bolshoi-teatr-vozobnovlenie-data
www.cultradio.ru/news/show/id/205003
https://vk.com/@hermitage_museum-obraschenie-deyatelei-rossiiskoi-kultury-k-mirovomu-kulturno
https://vk.com/@hermitage_museum-obraschenie-deyatelei-rossiiskoi-kultury-k-mirovomu-kulturno
https://tass.ru/kultura/8215519
https://russkiymir.ru/news/271340/
https://orpheusradio.ru/news/news/1671/virtualnyy-mezhdunarodnyy-marafon
https://iz.ru/999447/2020-04-13/piotrovskii-i-dodin-obratilis-k-mirovomu-kulturnomu-soobshchestvu
https://regnum.ru/news/2913022.html 
https://www.vesti.ru/doc.html?id=3255118
https://www.vesti.ru/doc.html?id=3255118
https://www.YouTube.com/watch?v=a2SFVfsPw_E
https://www.vesti.ru/doc.html?id=3255760
https://tvkultura.ru/article/show/article_id/359666
https://www.vesti.ru/doc.html?id=3256295
https://orpheusradio.ru/news/news/1600/rossiyskie-muzykanty-poblagodaryat-vrachey
https://radiomayak.ru/news/article/id/2393784
https://radiomayak.ru/news/article/id/2394822
https://radiomayak.ru/news/article/id/2394604
https://tass.ru/kultura/8221947 https://tass.ru/obschestvo/8188879
https://ria.ru/20200409/1569793115.html https://ria.ru/20200411/1569887765.html
https://regnum.ru/news/2913168.html
https://www.vesti.ru/doc.html?id=3256295
https://tvkultura.ru/article/show/article_id/359826/
https://www.mk.ru/culture/2020/04/14/primabalerina-svetlana-zakharova-rasskazala-o-vspyshke-koronavirusa-v-bolshom-teatre.html
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portant to me that I take part in this, as it seems to me, 
a very important and unique event, and frankly speak­
ing it has given me an incredible emotional support and 
strength... I saw how beautiful it all was and how impor­
tant, and how many people watched the concert. /.../

it now — and I can cook a special dinner to my family, 
enjoy tasty breakfasts myself. Since I live in the country, 
I can go for a walk, at least on my own ground, and hur­
ry nowhere /.../.”

“Many are deprived of physical activity now. How do 
you keep fit? I am utterly lost about how it is technically 
possible at home...” 

“Ballet dancers are a phenomenon actually. I judge 
both by my colleagues and by myself. Each one of us is 
a flower to break through asphalt, to grow through a 
concrete block. Everybody finds an option to do class at 
least. Every morning — some use a chest of drawers, oth­
ers use a wardrobe, a fridge, a stove. There are those who 
have got a barre and professional floor cover already — 
the quarantine term is growing and we still have to keep 
fit.” /…/ See more

Nikolai Fadeyechev and Svetlana Zakharova (a photo joke) 
Photo from Valeri Lagunov’s FB page 

Ekaterina Krysanova’s interview with Teatral 

“And what safety measures were taken to prevent 
catching the infection during the concert?”

“Of course measures were taken. Everybody was giv­
en a mask and gloves at the entrance. Even shoes were 
processed. I.e. total disinfection was done, they sprayed 
all of them. Moreover, all concert participants had sep­
arate dressing rooms, also fully disinfected. Antiseptics 
were everywhere. /.../ 

The Bolshoi Ballet prima Ekaterina Krysanova gave 
an interview to Teatral magazine:

“The premiere of the ballet Master and Margari­
ta staged by one of the most popular European chore­
ographers Edward Clug was scheduled for May at the 
Bolshoi. Ekaterina Krysanova was rehearsing the title 
role but the work was halted due to the quarantine. Why 
a “pause” means catastrophe for ballet dancers and 
what they are forced to do now to keep fit...

“In spite of online activities filling the Net, people 
are experiencing stress being “on house arrest’. Can 
you find any bright sides in self isolation?”

“The ‘pause’ certainly opens new opportunities: al­
though usually I suffer from a lack of free time, I have 

“I Will Be Like Those Musicians in the Titanic Movie 
Who Played on the Desk till the End”: A Quarantine Rec­
ipe of Physical Exercise and a Culinary Masterpiece 
from the Ballerina Kretova, — an article by Moskovsky 
Komsomolets newspaper:

“Three skipped days are too much for me already... 
And in is very upsetting when you train and jump among 
sofas at home.” Bolshoi Ballet leading soloist Kristina 
Kretova does not hide her bad mood — the Bolshoi is 
closed, there will be no performances there until the 
end of the season at least, and for any ballerina a shut­
down is self-defeating. Yet her motto in the pandemic 
situation is to play like musicians on drowning Titan­
ic — until the end. /.../

“And what did you eat now so as not to lose your 
fitness? Share a recipe please? Because it is rather es­
sential for most of our readers...”

http://www.teatral-online.ru/news/26680/
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1113536575674357&set=a.279462002415156&type=3&theater 
http://www.teatral-online.ru/news/26680/
http://www.teatral-online.ru/news/26680/
https://www.mk.ru/social/2020/04/12/karantinnyy-recept-fizzaryadki-i-kulinarnogo-shedevra-ot-baleriny-kretovoy.html
https://www.mk.ru/social/2020/04/12/karantinnyy-recept-fizzaryadki-i-kulinarnogo-shedevra-ot-baleriny-kretovoy.html
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“Sure. Say, now in the evening I have already pre­
pared ingredients for breakfast.”

See more

Kristina Kretova
Photo by Alisa Aslanova/Instagram of the leading soloist 

Igor Tsvirko. Photo by Batyr Annadurdyev/Bolshoi Expert 

Igor Tsvirko: “Ballet Theatre Needs A Director,” — an 
independent online publication Bolshoi Expert offers a 
large interview (taken in video conference mode):

“The current situation in the world dictates new 
rules of life, work and communication. /.../ We had to 
meet the Bolshoi Ballet leading soloist Igor Tsvirko in 
virtual reality... Yet this experience did not in the least 
prevent us from talking, discussing his creative career, 
his favourite and least favourite roles and the situation 
in the theatre and in the world.”

The Bolshoi Ballet soloist Ana Turazashvili shared 
her impressions of life in unusual circumstances with 
Business FM. “We are eagerly waiting for the moment to 
return onstage. It is very hard for all of us now, the con­
ditions and times are very unusual, especially for big 
cities like Moscow. There are people who are lucky - in 
my opinion - they can work from home. Yet we are ballet 
dancers, remote work is hardly applicable to us, perfor­
mances cannot be done separately. I miss very much our 
schedule, our rehearsals and performances,” the balle­
rina said.

On April 18 National Artist of the USSR, outstand­
ing dancer, choreographer, ballet-master, tutor Vladimir 
Vasiliev turned 80. — Rossia-1 TV channel reported.

1tv.ru

Rossia-Kultura channel prepared a series of pro­
grammes for the anniversary of the maestro’s birth.

On April 13 and 14 (repeated) Rossia-Kultura showed 
the documentary Bolshoi Ballet. 

On April 13-16 evening (repeated April 14-17 day) — 
performances with the participation of Vladimir Va­
siliev and his masterclass.

A House by the Road. A ballet-film by Valery Gavrilin. 
Production and choreography by Vladimir Vasiliev. Main 
roles: Irina Kolpakova, Vladimir Vasiliev, Gali Abaidulov.

Vladimir Vasiliev. Mastery and Inspiration. Scenes 
from the ballets. The programme consisting of archive 
materials of various years including ballet fragments 
performed by Vladimir Vasiliev.

The Duo. A ballet film with Vladimir Vasiliev and 
Ekaterina Maximova. 

Masterclass. Vladimir Vasiliev shares professional 
secrets with the new generation of dancers. 

On his birthday, April 18, Vladimir Vasiliev met the 
audience in one of his most important roles — that of 
Spartacus in the ballet-film Spartacus (1975). Main roles: 
Vladimir Vasiliev, Natalia Bessmertnova, Nina Timofee­

https://www.mk.ru/social/2020/04/12/karantinnyy-recept-fizzaryadki-i-kulinarnogo-shedevra-ot-baleriny-kretovoy.html
https://www.instagram.com/p/B-tqbKQo53s/
https://bolshoiexpert.com/2020/04/10/igor-tsvirko/
https://bolshoiexpert.com/2020/04/10/igor-tsvirko/
https://www.bfm.ru/news/441437
https://www.1tv.ru/news/2020-04-18/384237-pozdravleniya_s_yubileem_prinimaet_luchshiy_tantsovschik_mira_vladimir_vasiliev
https://www.1tv.ru/news/2020-04-18/384226-legenda_mirovogo_baleta_vladimir_vasiliev_otmechaet_80_letniy_yubiley
https://tvkultura.ru/article/show/article_id/359410
https://tvkultura.ru/video/show/brand_id/29511/episode_id/1155207/video_id/1115713/
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va, Maris Liepa. Set Designer — Simon Virsaladze. The 
Bolshoi Orchestra. Conductor — Algis Zhuraitis.

And right after the screening there was a meeting 
with the birthday boy in the programme Life Line.

About the TV cycle:
Sankt-Peterburgskie Vedomosti
Rossiiskaya Gazeta 
Vesti Region
RT
TASS
Kommersant
muzlifemagazine.ru
regnum.ru
More than 70 publications.

Vladimir Vasiliev in the film To the New Aesthetics
from the cycle Bolshoi Ballet on Kultura channel

Natalia Osipova gave an interview to Kommersant.
Photo by Photo from the private archive 

More than 10 online publications recommend the 
online excursion. A Journey to the Bolshoi Behind the 
Scenes:

Moscow 24
Rossiiskaya Gazeta
Vecherniaya Moskva and other media.

The Bolshoi Ballet former soloist, prima ballerina 
of the Royal Ballet Natalia Osipova told Kommersant 
about how the coronavirus has transformed the Covent 
Garden season and her personal plans, about ballet life 
in isolation and simple home treats — the article Some 
Hold Onto An Armchair, Others — Onto A Wardrobe. 

“We are not in the theatre yet the feeling we are 
together is complete,” the ballerina says. “Only, we are 
forbidden to give online-classes ourselves (currently, 
many popular artists are giving lessons on the net. – K.) 
It turns out that if an online-student suffers an injury 
they may have the law on us. And we have no licence 
either.”

“There should have been a world premiere of Dante 
by Wayne McGregor at Covent Garden in May. Was it 
dropped?”

“I have two interesting premieres that have been 
dropped at the same time. Last week, I would have 

danced Syrene in The Prodigal Son by Balanchine. I 
have never thought of myself as fitting the role yet I got 
involved at rehearsals: everything turned out to be so 
unexpected, so interesting. Dante is a huge 3-act ballet. 
Two acts are staged already; in April McGregor was go­
ing to stage the third — and the biggest one - where I 
take part, but... /.../”

The Bolshoi Opera guest soloist bass Dmitri Ulianov 
spoke about singers’ altruism, stand-by mode and home 
flash-mobs in his interview with Izvestia — When Online 
Concerts Were Discussed Nobody Even Mentioned The 
Fee. 

/.../
“Stanislavsky Musical Theatre shows its archive on­

line; would you like to work in real time?”
“The theatre administration had some ideas to 

launch online concerts, preparation has started, we 
have arranged it with some guys — Hibla Gerzmava, 
Nazhmiddin Mavlyanov, i,.e. with those who stayed in 
Moscow. We planned to make a programme of chamber 
concerts from the music salon, but then the self-isola­
tion mode was announced, and now we have lost the 
right to move anywhere and can only arrange home 
flash-mobs. /.../”

The Bolshoi Opera guest soloist, the Bolshoi YOP 
member (2012-2015) Kristina Mkhitaryan speaks in her 
interview to a YouTube channel Gotterdammerung 
about rare and very important to her performances at 
the Bolshoi, about her debut in La Traviata at the His­
toric Stage, studying on the YOP and gratitude to her 
tutors who have taught her so much.

Muzykalnaya Zhizn publishes an interview with op­
era soloist Bogdan Volkov. 

“When did you first learn about Tcherniakov?” 
“I was living back in Kiev, when I found a fragment 

https://spbvedomosti.ru/news/culture/korol-bolshogo-baleta-vladimiru-vasilevu-80-let/
https://rg.ru/2020/04/13/chto-ne-propustit-po-tv-i-v-seti-na-nedele-s-13-po-19-aprelia.html
http://vestiregion.ru/2020/04/12/pamyatnye-i-znamenatelnye-daty-13-19-aprelya-2020-goda/
https://russian.rt.com/nopolitics/foto/736673-balet-vladimir-vasilev-yubilei
https://tass.ru/obschestvo/8276607
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/4325530
www.muzlifemagazine.ru/pocelovannyy-bogom/
https://regnum.ru/news/2920742.html
https://tvkultura.ru/video/show/brand_id/29511/episode_id/1155223/video_id/1117281/viewtype/picture/
https://www.mos.ru/conferences/item/390296/
https://www.m24.ru/news/gorod/13042020/114023
https://rg.ru/2020/04/13/reg-cfo/v-stolice-zarabotal-proekt-kulturnaia-moskva-onlajn.html
https://vm.ru/news/793410-proekt-kulturnaya-moskva-onlajn-predstavit-luchshie-gorodskie-sobytiya
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/4316257
https://iz.ru/997222/svetlana-naborshchikova/kogda-obsuzhdalis-onlain-kontcerty-nikto-dazhe-ne-zaikalsia-ob-oplate
https://www.YouTube.com/watch?v=CtovOcSG7ag&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR2GVFbwDQFc7yVa5RdcLy5vTtsAZojAyzM0a1ulnLIdVUVNm_rOB5yfo30
http://muzlifemagazine.ru/bogdan-volkov-teatr-imeet-bezgranichn/?fbclid=IwAR1ZgphlhpIvUt7v4afHIlMV4xRRHCG-wFuE-APHjC0zklo_RjuqSvYdFK0
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from his Eugene Onegin on the Net. I was impressed 
by the singing and devotion of Andrew Goodwin in the 
scene of the ball at Larins, and how the scene itself was 
arranged, with such a genuine anguish.”

“ So it was the first time you saw a novelty produc­
tion. Was there anything embarrassing or repellent?”

“Surely nothing repellent, but it was surprising: 
Is it possible it was that, too? Now I know: theatre has 
unlimited opportunities and this makes it ever mod­
ern../…/”

“Can you recollect your strongest musical emo­
tion?” 

“A few years ago Dmitry Vdovin took me with him to 
a concert at the conservatory Grand Hall where Mikhail 
Yurovsky conducted the 9th Symphony by Bruckner. Per­
haps the effect of that evening can be called an emo­
tion, I returned to this music more than once, listened 
to all existing records. Then I saw Wozzeck by Tcherni­
akov and Kurentzis on DVD. I studied Berg’s music at 
the conservatory yet the opera has actually attracted 
me with the stage solution, everything seemed light and 
adequate. /…/”

Press
analysis:
international mass media

International media continue to announce the 
Bolshoi online screenings on the theatre YouTube cha­
nnel.

Dance Australia writes: If there is any good to be 

had from this pandemic, it is witnessing the extraordi­
nary adaptability and speed of arts organisations and 
the benefits to audiences. We might be shut out of live 
performances in theatres, but we can watch an amazing 
amount of dance online that previously wasn’t accessi­
ble. One example is the Bolshoi Theatre, which for the 
first time in history is going digital.” The article gives 
many statistics on the number of spectators watching 
the screenings.

“With some of the world’s top arts centres offering 
their plays online, your laptop has become the ticket to 
a great show,” — an English language online publica­
tion Indian Express writes: — The article features a de­
tailed announcement of the Bolshoi online screenings. 
Its doors are shut but Moscow’s majestic Bolshoi Thea­
tre has opened its window for online audiences. Some 
of Bolshoi’s finest works /.../ are now available on You­
Tube.”

France24 
El Pais (Spain)
Mittlebayerische (Germany)
Kathimerini (Greece)

The French financial daily newspaper Les Echos 
publishes an article by the ballet critic Philippe Noisette: 
“In Moscow as in Paris, meetings via YouTube channel 
or dedicated channel are among the most popular at 
the moment. When the legendary Bolshoi broadcast a 
recording of Swan Lake on March 27, 50,000 people in­
stantly followed their screen; 24 hours later, there were 
many thousands of balletomanes despite an outdated 
production and an outdated decor. But the Bolshoi has 
many other cards in hand with virtuoso dancers, like 
the stars Svetlana Zakharova, Olga Smirnova or Ekat­
erina Krysanova and, the men, Semyon Chudin and 
Denis Savin. After Le Lac or Marco Spada, the Russian 
company offers this April 10 (and for 24 hours) The Nut­
cracker, the usual end-of-year treat. It will be perfect for 
this Easter weekend. This version created by Yuri Grig­
orovich does not lack charm. And if not the biggest of 
the classics, the whole family can find their way around. 
Russian soloists excel with unique explosiveness. They 
are often said to caress the stage.” 

On the screening of The Nutcracker by the Bolshoi: 
Marin Independent Journal (USA)
Forbes (USA) 
Broadway World
Bоksburg Advertiser (South Africa) 
The Peninsula Qatar (Qatar)

The Financial Times publishes a selection by dance 
critic Louise Levene of the top 10 dance shows to watch 

http://www.danceaustralia.com.au/news/watch-the-bolshoi-online-for-the-first-time-in-its-history
https://indianexpress.com/article/lifestyle/art-and-culture/as-you-like-it-6348846/
https://www.france24.com/es/20200405-cultura-contra-coronavirus-covid19-cuarentena
https://elpais.com/cultura/2020-04-04/que-planes-culturales-puedo-hacer-hoy-en-casa-sabado-4.html
https://www.mittelbayerische.de/kultur-nachrichten/opern-feiern-premieren-im-netz-21853-art1898240.html
https://www.kathimerini.gr/1072530/gallery/politismos/atzenta/ta-mpolsoi-anevainoyn-sto-YouTube
https://weekend.lesechos.fr/culture/spectacles/0603056505627-danse-en-ligne-plutot-bolchoi-ou-opera-de-paris-2339639.php
https://www.marinij.com/2020/04/06/marins-art-house-theaters-stream-films-during-pandemic/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/ceciliarodriguez/2020/04/06/a-gift-from-europe-beautiful-music-online-to-enliven-your-coronavirus-confinement/#2f1002263bd5
https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Heres-Where-You-Can-Stream-Dance-Performances-Online-20200408
https://boksburgadvertiser.co.za/373308/cook-culture-3/
https://www.thepeninsulaqatar.com/article/07/04/2020/23-ways-to-make-the-most-of-your-time-at-home
https://www.ft.com/content/54210a1c-79ae-11ea-bd25-7fd923850377
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and the “bad boy of dance”, Sergei Polunin, who took 
turns on stage giving an exciting show.”

The European broadcaster Euronews broadcasts a 
video report by Ana Buil Demur about artists around 
Europe singing and dancing in empty churches and the­
atres. The report includes the short video clip from the 
show. “In Russia, from an empty theatre in the Bolshoi, 
the dancers dedicated their show to health personnel, 
who deal with the coronavirus every day. The perfor­
mance, recorded on Saturday and broadcast on Russian 
state television on Sunday, featured the so-called “bad 
boy from ballet”, Sergey Polunin, and the first dancer, 
Svetlana Zakharova.”

online this week. The critic makes a mistake in the 
description of the ballet video version, still she notes: 
“Family-friendly material is in surprisingly short sup­
ply but the Bolshoi bourrées to the rescue with a 2011 
performance of Yuri Grigorovich’s Nutcracker starring 
Nina Kaptsova and Artem Ovcharenko (dream casting 
for Nureyev in the BBC’s 2015 docudrama Dance to Free­
dom). (Editor’s Note: Leading roles were danced by Denis 
Rodkin and Anna Nikulina) Pavel Klinichev makes light 
work of Tchaikovsky’s bittersweet score.”

The global news agency Reuters announces: “Mos­
cow’s Bolshoi Theatre, whose director said ... on Thurs­
day he feared for its survival if it didn’t restart perfor­
mances in September, has begun streaming some of its 
most notable past performances online.”

TRT World, the website of Turkish TV, reports: “Rus­
sian artists took the stage of the empty Bolshoi Theatre 
to support healthcare workers tackling the new corona­
virus across the country. The performance of classical 
stars, including the so-called “bad boy of ballet” Sergey 
Polunin and prima ballerina Svetlana Zakharova, and 
other renowned Russian artists was recorded on Satur­
day, and broadcast live on state television on Sunday.” 

The Italian broadcaster Sky tg24 broadcasts a 
short video report: “The Bolshoi Theatre in Moscow is 
completely empty, but the lighthouse is lit on the stage 
and illuminates the performance of the stars of Rus­
sian and international dance. This is what was broad­
cast on Russian state television; it is a tribute to doctors 
on the front lines today fighting coronavirus. The in­
itiative called We Are Together was organised inside 
the temple of world dance and saw the participation of 
stars such as the principal dancer Svetlana Zakharova 

Screening of The Nutcracker  by Pyotr Tchaikovsky
on the Bolshoi YouTube channel — April 10.

Main role Denis Rodkin

Euronews

International media respond to Vladimir Urin’s in­
terview published in Kommersant newspaper.

The English language Moscow based daily online 
news publication The Moscow Times reports: “The 
Bolshoi has cancelled all performances, concerts and 
tours until April 30 due to the pandemic that has in­
fected more than 10,000 people in Russia and 1.5 million 
worldwide. The theatre started streaming past perfor­
mances of its classic productions, including the Swan 
Lake and The Sleeping Beauty ballets, in late March. “If 
we don’t open in September, it’s scary to predict what 
may happen, up to the theatre’s destruction,” Urin told 
the Kommersant business daily. “Not the building, of 
course.” 

The online specialised Italian dance news publica­
tion Giornale della danza publishes an article by Elena 
Parmegiani who reports: “Thanks to the hastag #dance­
withbolshoi it will be possible to follow dance lessons. A 
totally free and unique event, which was made possible 
thanks to the generosity of the dancers of the famous 
Russian Bolshoi Theatre. The video lessons “Dance with 
Bolshoi” will be published on YouTube and Instagram 
to allow professional dancers but also simple enthusi­
asts to follow classical dance courses, held by the great 
dancers of the fast Russian theatre.” The article also 

https://es.euronews.com/2020/04/13/la-cultura-no-se-detiene-en-tiempos-del-coronavirus
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-russia-theatre/no-stage-no-problem-russian-ballet-dancers-perform-in-kitchens-for-online-fans-idUSKCN21R1U3
https://www.trtworld.com/art-culture/russian-artists-stage-performance-to-support-medics-35347
https://tg24.sky.it/intrattenimento/2020/04/13/coronavirus-bolshoi-omaggio-medici.html
https://bolshoi.ru/en/performances/62/
https://www.YouTube.com/user/bolshoi
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2020/04/09/scary-to-predict-bolshoi-theater-warns-of-closure-if-coronavirus-lockdown-persists-a69921
http://giornaledelladanza.com/home/lezioni-di-danza-e-balletti-gratuiti-grazie-al-teatro-bolshoi/
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Briefly
On April 10, the Moscow musical theatre Helikon 

Opera celebrated 30 years since the day of its founda­
tion. The current situation in the country and the world 
has made changes to the theatre’s plans, and the anni­
versary is being held online, TASS reports.

During the day on April 10 Dmitry Bertman made a 
celebratory speech, which was aired live on the YouTube 
channel of his theatre — “Let’s celebrate the birthday 
together!” The live stream showed videos congratulat­
ing the colleagues. The director of the Bolshoi Theatre 
Vladimir Urin, the General Director of the Deutsche 
Oper am Rhein Christof Meyer, director of the Novaya 
Opera Theatre Dmitry Sibirtsev, Artistic Director of the 
Saint Petersburg Opera theatre Yuri Aleksandrov, Artis­
tic Director of Natalia Sats Childrens’ Musical Theatre 
Georgy Isaakian and many others addressed the em­
ployees and viewers of the Helikon.

Muzykalnoye Obozrenie 
Rossiiskaya Gazeta 

The Novaya Opera has resumed its online salons, 
during which the director of the theatre Dmitry Sibirt­
sev talks with the artists of the opera. Earlier guests of 
the Mirror foyer of the Novaya Opera were the tenor Alex­
ey Tatarintsev (March 26) and director Georgy Isaakyan 
(March 27). With the current regime of self-isolation the 
theatre is testing new formats: On April 10 and 11 Dmitry 
Sibirtsev talked via video with the baritone Igor Golo­
vatenko, a Merited Artist of Russia, soloist of the Novaya 
Opera theatre and Bolshoi Theatre of Russia. The talk 
was held on the YouTube channel of the Novaya Opera 
theatre and on the website novayaopera.ru.

mentions the Bolshoi productions streaming on You�­
Tube.

The Indian online English news publication The 
Times Hub publishes an article by Natasha Kumaron 
who reports: “Next Saturday, April 11, the TV channel Rus­
sia-1 will broadcast the concert We Are Together. Talking 
about the performance of local stars in the empty hall 
of the Bolshoi Theatre as a thank you to the doctors and 
volunteers who work on protecting the country against 
a new type of coronavirus infection.”

The musical theatre Helikon Opera. Stravisnky Hall.
Photo: Julia Osadchaya

Dmitry Bertman live on air on the YouTube channel
made a celebratory speech –

“Let’s celebrate the birthday together!”

Festival Benois de la Danse-2020 is postponed to 2021

The festival Benois de la Danse will be held in June 
of 2021. The names of nominees of the ballet Oscar award 
have already been published. They are Marco Goecke, 
Wayne McGregor, Crystal Pite, Zhao Ming, as well as two 

https://tass.ru/kultura/8207139
https://www.YouTube.com/watch?v=5oEKKtjaXJY
https://www.YouTube.com/watch?v=5oEKKtjaXJY
https://muzobozrenie.ru/muzykalnomu-teatru-gelikon-opera-30-let/
https://rg.ru/2020/04/10/gelikon-opera-otmechaet-iubilej.html
https://novayaopera.ru/events/news/raspisanie-translyaczij-s-8-po-12-aprelya/
http://giornaledelladanza.com/home/lezioni-di-danza-e-balletti-gratuiti-grazie-al-teatro-bolshoi/
http://giornaledelladanza.com/home/lezioni-di-danza-e-balletti-gratuiti-grazie-al-teatro-bolshoi/
https://thetimeshub.in/the-artists-will-thank-the-volunteers-and-doctors-of-alconcerto-at-the-bolshoi-theatre/4046/
https://thetimeshub.in/the-artists-will-thank-the-volunteers-and-doctors-of-alconcerto-at-the-bolshoi-theatre/4046/
https://www.YouTube.com/watch?v=5oEKKtjaXJY
https://www.facebook.com/BenoisDeLaDanse/photos/a.440961012590486/3154154444604449/?type=3&theater
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Russian choreographers — Andrei Kaydanosvsky for his 
work on Hotel Cecil produced by the Bavarian State Bal­
let and Yuri Possokhov for his work on Anna Karenina 
with the Chicago Joffrey Ballet. 

The nominees for the main women’s prize are Eka­
terina Krysanova (Bolshoi Theatre), Amandine Albisson 
(Paris Opera Ballet), Sara Lamb (Joyce Theatre), Victoria 
Jaiani (Joffrey Ballet), Sara Mearns (Brooklyn Academy 
of Music), Fan Xiaofeng (Shanghai Ballet) and Anne 
Jung (Frankfurt LAB).

The competitors for the men’s prize are Jon Vallejo 
(Semper Opera Ballet), Alberto Velazquez (Joffrey Bal­
let), Wu Husheng (Shanghai Ballet), Paul Marque (Paris 
Opera Ballet) and Jesus Carmona (Latitude Festival).

Molnet 		  Expert 
Orpheus

The State Academic Symphony Capella of Russia 
has created a series of internet concerts in the format 
of online livestreams featuring masterpieces of interna­
tional music.

The company joining the symphonic orchestra and 
chorus under the leadership of the National Artist of 
Russia Valery Polyansky, presents a wide repertoire in 
its programmes . 

The 8th Symphony by Mahler, the 7th “Leningrad” 
Symphony by Shostakovich, Glinka’s opera Ivan Susa­
nin, woodwind concerts by Bortniansky, chorus min­
iatures have all been played and recorded by Kultura 
TV channel. April features new video programmes for 
younger listeners on YouTube, Facebook  and VKontakte. 

The website of the Ministry of Culture of the Rus­
sian Federation

Muzykalnoe Obozrenie

The editors of the company Melodiya have created 
two special online playlists under a shared name: Musi­
cal Antivirus, Coltra.ru reports. The playlists can be 
listened to on Apple Music and contain recordings of 
Sviatoslav Richter, Maria Yudina, Mstislav Rostopovich, 
Mikhail Pletnev, Vladimir Kraynev, Nikolai Lugansky, 
Alexey Goribol, Polina Osetinskaya, Anton Batagov, Lud­
mila Berlinksaya, Daniil Kramer, Konstantin Volostnov, 
Aleksander Zagorinsky, Dmitry Masleev, Artem Dervoed, 
Rudolf Barshai, Saulus Sondetskis, Kirill Kondrashin, 
Evegenia Svetlanova, Gennady Rozhdetstvensky, Valery 
Gergiev and other musicians.

The special representative of the president of the 
Russian Federation for cultural cooperation Mikhail 
Shvydkoy and musical expert Artem Vargaftik in the 
studio of Sati Spivakovaya’s programme Sati Exciting 
Classics ponder on whether music can carry ideologi­
cal weight, on pieces that were enjoyed by leaders and 
rulers.

Records of classic music concerts
on the State Capella website

A committee was founded to celebrate 150 years since
the birth of Sergei Rachmaninov. Photo /МО

 Melodiya has compiled two special online playlists
under the shared name Musical Antivirus

https://www.molnet.ru/mos/ru/culture/o_739383
https://expert.ru/2020/04/9/festival-benua-de-la-dans---2020-perenositsya-na-2021-god/?ny
https://orpheusradio.ru/news/news/1637/benua-de-la-dans-perenesli
https://www.YouTube.com/channel/UCBs5LKhovlwbKaHe9r_L8SA?disable_polymer=true http://gaskros.ru/ru/multimedia/onlineShow
https://www.facebook.com/gaskrossii/
https://vk.com/gaskros
https://www.mkrf.ru/press/news/zapisi_kontsertov_klassicheskoy_muzyki_dostupny_na_sayte_goskapelly/
https://www.mkrf.ru/press/news/zapisi_kontsertov_klassicheskoy_muzyki_dostupny_na_sayte_goskapelly/
https://muzobozrenie.ru/zapisi-koncertov-klassicheskoj-muzyki-dostupny-na-sajte-goskapelly-polyanskogo/
https://www.colta.ru/news/23966-firma-melodiya-zapustila-muzykalnyy-antivirus
https://tvkultura.ru/video/show/brand_id/20901/episode_id/1690107/video_id/1805948/
https://tvkultura.ru/video/show/brand_id/20901/episode_id/1690107/video_id/1805948/
http://gaskros.ru/ru/multimedia
https://muzobozrenie.ru/sozdan-orgkomitet-po-podgotovke-i-provedeniju-150-letiya-so-dnya-rzhdneiya-sergeya-rahmaninova/
https://music.apple.com/ru/playlist/%D0%BC%D1%83%D0%B7%D1%8B%D0%BA%D0%B0%D0%BB%D1%8C%D0%BD%D1%8B%D0%B9-%D0%B0%D0%BD%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%B2%D0%B8%D1%80%D1%83%D1%81-1/pl.e455b17f426c4f71b4c139f0b89cff88 
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BBC is broadcasting a video report by Steve Rosen­
berg on how ballet artists in Russia are dealing with 
the lockdown because of the coronavirus, making videos 
from home, including comical ones. Maria Vinogradova 
and Ivan Vasiliev are among the heroes of the report.

Social
networks

Heavenly Tango on his guitar for his fans and has called 
upon them to stay at home.

Soloist of the Bolshoi Theatre orchestra Boris Lifanovsky, 
April 11, on Instagram and Facebook after the livestream
of the concert We Are Together : “Proud of my colleagues!”

Nikolai Zemlyanskih on Facebook — #stayathome 

To all those who missed online streams of Marco Spada and 
The Sleeping Beauty the company Bel Air Classiques offers 

DVD and Blue-ray recordings in their collection
David Hallberg at the Bolshoi /

Facebook and Instagram of Bel Air Classiques 

Olga Smirnova on Facebook
Olga Smirnova says “Everything is all right!” on Instagram

Prilepa and Milovzor from the opera The Queen of Spades 
by Tchaikovsky: Prilepa – Makvala Kasrashvili,

Milovsor - Tamara Sinyavskaya. Photo /Facebook 
Soloist of the Bolshoi Youth Opera Program Nikolai 

Zemlyanskih has played excerpts from Milonga and 

https://www.bbc.com/news/av/entertainment-arts-52205164/coronavirus-how-russia-s-ballet-wasn-t-shut-down-despite-lockdown
https://www.instagram.com/p/B-3UYoMKEQ1/
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10207547716928954&set=a.2086264614132&type=3&theater
https://belairclassiques.com/film/david-hallberg-au-bolchoi-belle-au-bois-dormant-marco-spada-dvd-blu-ray
https://www.facebook.com/belairclassiques/videos/10159612680633626/
https://www.instagram.com/p/B-pebM0IOWU/
https://www.facebook.com/1898641160369966/photos/a.1901568366743912/2769332986634108/?type=3&theater
https://www.instagram.com/p/B-6rqW6g6IL/ 
https://www.instagram.com/p/B-nD1WwBnB2/
https://www.facebook.com/zem.kolya/videos/pcb.2829624803772683/2829607727107724/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/zem.kolya/videos/pcb.2829624803772683/2829607727107724/?type=3&theater
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Tatiana Leskova (97), is the last living ballerina 
from the troup of Russian Ballets led by Colonel W. de 
Basil, and an active user and commentator on Facebook.

Mikhail Baryshnikov and Merce Cunningham (ep. Training) 
photo by Robert Whitman, 1999. /Facebook

Denis Savin “quarantined” with his son /Instagram 

Avatar of Agunda Kulaeva in Facebook with a link
for the concert Music of Love with Alexey Tatarintsev.

“They were amazing stars!
And even now, far from the stage,

they remain in the memories of many!”
says Tatyana Leskova

about the photo of Marina Kondratieva
and Nikolai Fadecheev in the box of the Historical Stage

on the premiere of The Winter’s Tale by Christopher Wilson 
on April 4 2019. /Facebook

Andrei Ikov gives thanks for congratulations on 
his birthday. The 60-year-old soloist of the Bolshoi Or­
chestra celebrated his birthday on April 10:

“Yesterday was surprisingly wonderful and full of 
events, even though there is a quarantine. I managed to 
deliver a bouquet of flowers to my mother and looked at 
her from behind the doors (65 in our case is the equiv­
alent of 94, so precautions must be taken). I also met 
up online with my colleagues and worked with them via 
Zoom on filming for the concert at the Bolshoi Theatre, 

https://www.facebook.com/tatiana.leskova.391
http://www.lumierephoto.ru/authors/robert-uitman/
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=875772459538970&set=gm.1561193364045265&type=3&theater
https://www.instagram.com/p/B-pRJ9XoSdj/
https://www.facebook.com/coolagunda
https://www.YouTube.com/watch?v=h-2poyHFIhY 
https://www.facebook.com/katerina.novikova.9/posts/10219716167548197
https://www.facebook.com/andrei.m.ikov.1/posts/10158176862364469
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I joined the wonderful online celebration, honouring 
the Helikon’s 30th anniversary, and I spent over three 
hours chatting with one of my favourite colleagues, 
who’s art and life have become intertwined with mine 
twenty years ago. And the evening... the evening I spent 
surrounded by my favourite people, who don’t often get 
a chance to get together due to tight schedules of per­
formances and concerts. And all of that accompanied 
by the tune of telephone calls and the minimalistic sig­
nals of different messengers.

Thank you my dear friends, my family and my col­
leagues for remembering, for the attention and the wish­
es! My dear, respected, both close and distant friends! 
Stay healthy and take care!”

Andrei Ikov

#keepmoving Jacopo Tissi on Instagram Maria Maksakova

Bolshoi Opera soloist Svetlana Shilova participates
in the flash-mob Young Me /Instagram 

Birthdays
April 8 — opera singer (romantic mezzo soprano), 

National Artist of the USSR Maria Maksakova (1902-1974)

https://www.facebook.com/andrei.m.ikov.1/posts/10158176862364469
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/keepmoving/
https://www.instagram.com/p/B-hFuOmgC82/
https://www.instagram.com/p/B-cgVAaB4P6/
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April 9 — prominent impresario of the 20th centu­
ry Sol Hurok (born Solomon Gurkov) (1888-1974.) He ar­
ranged the USA tours of Russian artists such as Feodor 
Chaliapin, Anna Pavlova, Irina Arkhipova, Maya Pliset­
skaya, Mstislav Rostropovich, Galina Vishnevskaya, and 
of course the Bolshoi tours. 

April 12 — opera singer soprano Montserrat Ca­
ballé (1933-2018)

Montserrat Caballé

Yuri Klevtsov as Abderakhman in Raymonda.
Photo by Andrei Melanjin 

Vladimir Vasiliev 

Zurab Andzhaparidze as Jose, Carmen.
Photo from the Bolshoi Theatre Museum

April 12 — opera singer (lyric-dramatic tenor), 1959-
1970 — Bolshoi Opera soloist, National Artist of the USSR 
Zurab Andzhaparidze (April 12, 1928 – April 12, 1997)

April 14 — Bolshoi Ballet principal dancer in 1988-
2009, ballet-master in 2015-17, National Artist of Russia 
Yuri Klevtsov

April 14 — pianist, composer and conductor, Na­
tional Artist of the RSFSR Mikhail Pletnyov

April 17 — Head of the Youth Opera Program, Merit­
ed Artist of Russia Dmitry Vdovin 

April 17 — cultural expert, musicologist, writer Sol­
omon Volkov, author of the book The Bolshoi Theatre. 
Culture and politics. New History.

April 17 — Elizaveta  Pavlovna Gerdt (1891—1975) —  
Russian ballerina and ballet-master, one of the leading 
teachers of female classical dance in 20th century Rus­
sia

April 18 — world ballet star, “God of Dance”, Natio­
nal Artist of the USSR Vladimir Vasiliev — 80th anniver­
sary
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April 18 — an outstanding ballet dancer of the 20th 
century, Márcia Haydée, the muse of John Cranko, who 
created the roles of Juliet (Romeo and Juliet), Tatiana 
(Onegin), Catarina (The Taming of the Shrew) for her. 
An interview with Márcia Haydée at the Green Salon are 
available on the Bolshoi’s YouTube channel: Part 1 and 
Part 2.

April 18 — Mats Ek, a Swedish dancer, choreogra­
pher and theatre director — 75th birthday​

April 18 — Grigory Sokolov — a Soviet and Russian 
pianist, National Artist of the RSFSR, winner of the 1st 
Prize in the 3rd Tchaikovsky International  Contest - 
70th birthday  

April 20 — Vasily Sinaisky, the Bolshoi chief conduc­
tor (2010-2013) 

April 20 — Bolshoi Opera soloist Alexandr Borodin
April 22 — Yvette Chauviré (1917-2016), an outstand­

ing ballerina of the 20th century, actress of the Paris 
Opera in 1934-1945, 1947-1949 and 1954-1963, theatre etoile, 
since 1941

April 27 — composer Ilya Demutsky, author of the 
music to ballets The Hero Of Our Time (2015) and Nureyev 
(2017) for the Bolshoi

April 29 — ballet-master, Mertied Artist of Russia 
Jan Godovsky

April 29 — the International Day of Dance
April 29 — Zizi Jeanmaire, ballerina, singer and va­

riety actress; wife and muse of the outstanding French 
choreographer Roland Petit

April 29 — Zubin Mehta, conductor, director of Is­
raeli Philharmonic Orchestra

Márcia Haydée 

https://www.YouTube.com/watch?v=MGVRAtDlC5M
https://www.YouTube.com/watch?v=kfVByFKiJAc

