
Newsletter
May 14 – 30  2019	 Issue No.14

May 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 (14:00), the Histor-
ic Stage — the Bolshoi presented the pre-
miere of the opera Eugene Onegin for the 
220th anniversary of Alexander Pushkin 
and the 140th anniversary of Pyotr Tchai-
kovsky presenting his new work to the au-
dience.  Libretto by Pyotr Tchaikovsky and 
Konstantin Shilovsky based on the novel 
in verses of the same name by Alexander 
Pushkin.

The opera was staged 11 times at the 
Bolshoi and endured 2 scenic versions, 
never leaving the repertoire, and was per-
formed on the stage 2352 times besides 
those on tour.

Eugene Onegin returns to the Histor-
ic Stage to replace another version at the 
New Stage (more than 100 performances 
during 2006 – 2017) staged by Dmitry Tch-
ernyakov and very popular with the audi-
ence. It was shown in many countries of 
the world (at Palais Garnier in Paris, at La 
Scala, Covent Garden, Teatro Real, in Bei-
jing and Shanghai, Tokyo, Tel-Aviv, Athens, 
Ljubljana etc.)

Stage Conductor — the chief conduc-
tor and musical director of the Bolshoi 
theatre Tugan Sokhiev.

Stage Director — Yevgeny Arye
Set Designer — Simon Pastukh
Costume Designer — Galina Solovyova
Lighting Designer — Damir Ismagilov  
Movement director — Igor Kachaev
Video design — Asya Mukhina

“I want to release a traditional, but at 
the same time modern performance. I am 
not eager to modernize the story literally 
and to cram it in some specially designed 
concept. I see my main task in the opera 
sounding fresh anew,” the director says.

See about the production at the 
Bolshoi website.

Main parts at the premiere performed 
by: Onegin — Igor Golovatenko, Stanislav 

Tatyana — Anna Nechaeva, Onegin — Igor Golovatenko.
Photo by Damir Yusupov

Opera Eugene Onegin by Yevgeny Arye at the Historic Stage.
Photo by Batyr Annadurdyev

Kuflyuk; Tatyana — Anna Nechaeva, Ekaterina Morozova; Lensky — Alex-
ei Neklyudov, Ilya Selivanov; Olga — Alina Chertash, Ekaterina Vorontso-
va; Larina — Elena Manistina, Elena Zelenskaya; Gremin — Mikhail 
Kazakov, Denis Makarov; Company Commander / Zaretski — Valery Gil-
manov, Vladimir Komovich; the Nurse — Evgenia Segenyuk; Monsieur 
Triquet — Ivan Maximeyko.

Cast details

https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/5057/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/150/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/orchestra/2662/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/people/3535/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/people/498/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/people/537/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/people/412/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/people/3545/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/people/3546/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/about/press/articles/premiere/5421/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/5057/roles/#20190515190000
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Events
On May 19 the Bolshoi Theatre has finished the cur-

rent season of its livestream project Bolshoi In Cinema 
with a broadcast of ballets Carmen Suite and the 243 
season premiere Petrushka, from the New Stage to the 
screens of the world. Russian audience could watch the 
performances online on the theatre’s official channel 
media.bolshoi.ru.

On May 19 the main parts of Carmen and Jose 
in Carmen Suite (music by Georges Bizet and Rodion 
Shchedrin, choreographer — Alberto Alonso) were per-
formed by National Artist of Russia Svetlana Zakharova 
and Denis Rodkin; Mikhail Lobukhin appeared as Tore-
ro, Vitaly Biktimirov as Corregidor, Olga Marchenkova 
as Fate.

Conductor — Pavel Sorokin.
The main cast on the day of the livestream of the 

ballet by Igor Stravinsky in original choreography by 
Edward Clug: Denis Savin as Petrushka, Ekaterina Kry-
sanova as Ballerina, Vyacheslav Lopatin as Charlatan, 
Anton Savichev as Moor.	

Conductor — Pavel Klinichev.
The recording of Carmen Suite and Petrushka lives-

treams as well as those of other performances of the 
Bolshoi In Cinema 2018/19 season (November 11 – June 
30) are available on world screens:

PatheLive.com and in Russia — TheatreHD.ru

The 27th International Dance Festival Benois de la 
Danse took place on may 21 and 22 at the Bolshoi His-
toric Stage. 

On May 21 the awarding ceremony and the gala of 
the Benois de la Danse 2019 prize winners took place.

This year the prize for the most prestigious nomi-
nation For Life In Art was given to the member of French 
Académie des Beaux-Arts  Jiří Kylián who had alewady 
won the prize twice.

On May 19 the ballets Carmen Suite and Petrushka were 
livestreamed from the New Stage

of the Bolshoi Theatre. During the break
the Bolshoi press secretary Katerina Novikova

interviewed the author of the original choreography of 
Petrushka Edward Clug. 

Participants of the ballet stars gala Benois de la Danse
to Year of Theatre — previous year winners.  

Photo by Mikhail Logvinov

Carmen Suite and Petrushka were presented at the 
New Stage on May 17 and 18 (12:00 and 19:00.)

Carmen Suite casts
Petrushka casts

WINNERS  OF BENOIS DE LA DANSÉ-2019   
Choreographers: 
Fredrik “Benke” Rydman
Christian Spuck

Female Dancers:
Ashley Bouder
Elisa Carrillo Cabrera

Male Dancer:  
Vadim Muntagirov

Set Designer:
John Macfarlane

The Russian-Italian Prize Benois-Massine:
Anna Laudere

President of the international contest jury — Juri 
Grigorovich; co-president — prima ballerina of the 
Bolshoi Theatre of Russia Svetlana Zakharova.

Program of the previous year winners’ gala Benois 
de la Danse to Year of Theatre.  

Benois de la Danse official website

https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/154/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/7038/
https://pathelive.com/carmen-suite-petrouchka
http://www.theatrehd.ru/en/moscow/films/carmen-suite-petrushka
http://benois.theatre.ru/en/
http://benois.theatre.ru/en/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/90111/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/90111/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/people/213456/
http://benois.theatre.ru/en/
http://benois.theatre.ru/en/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/154/roles/#20190517190000
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/7038/roles/#20190517190000
https://qps.ru/AxG5B
https://qps.ru/AxG5B
http://benois.theatre.ru/en/?fbclid=IwAR2qbYhFFzqUNCwy8M4Xoycquqj0CIrwR2ALDrb_fY7VsPtjjkakN6FJzs0
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On May 22 laureates of the previous years took part 
in a gala at the Bolshoi stage. Denis Rodkin danced a 
solo premiere Dance of the Blessed Spirits. Music by 
Christoph Gluck, choreography by Frederick Ashton.

May 28, 29 and 30, Historic Stage — ballet Don Quix-
ote by Leo Minkus. Libretto by Marius Petipa after the 
novel of the same name by Miguel de Cervantes 

Choreography: Marius Petipa, Alexander Gorsky  
New choreographic version: Alexei Fadeyechev 
Music Director: Pavel Sorokin 
Designer: Valery Leventhal 
Costume Designer: Elena Zaitseva 
Lighting Designer: Damir Ismagilov 
Casts
Conductors Pavel Klinichev May 28 and 30, Alexei 

Bogorad May 29.

May 14 and 15, New Stage — ballet The Bright Stream 
by Dmitry Shostakovich in choreography by Alexei 
Ratmansky.

About the history of productions and versions of 
The Bright Spring see the theatre’s website

Conductor — Pavel Sorokoin. Casts

Olga Smirnova and Valeri Suanov
(chief ballet master of the North-Osetian branch

of Mariinsky Theatre) performed for the 1st time the Duet
of Nastasia Philippovna and Parfyon Rogozhin.

Photo by Milhail Logvinov

Denis Rodkin speaks about his new programme
Dance of the Blessed Spirits

Fyodor Ataskevich as Don Juan, Agunda Kulaeva as Laura. 
Photo by Damir Yusupov

Yuri Grigorovich and Arif Melikov, 1991

May 24, 25 (12:00 and 19:00) and 26, Historic Stage — 
a renowned choreographic masterpiece of the 20th 
century, the ballet The Legend Of Love by Arif Melikov, 
staged by Yuri Grigorovich.

The great heritage created by outstanding artists, 
the ballet in choreography by Yuri Grigorovich and set-
tings by Simon Virsaladze returned to the Bolshoi His-
toric Stage in 2014, after being absent from the reper-
toire for five years. See more

May performances of the ballet include a number 
of important debuts. 

Casts
The Legend Of Love performance on May 24 the 

Bolshoi dedicates to the memory of the author of the 
ballet’s music, a renowned Azerbaijan composer, Na-
tional Artist of the USSR Arif Melikov (September 13, 
1933 – May 9, 2019)

May 22 and 23, the New Stage — The Stone Guest 
by Alexander Dargomyzhsky, libretto by the compos-

https://tvkultura.ru/article/show/article_id/345110/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/912/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/912/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/912/roles/#20190528190000
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/61/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/61/details/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/61/roles/#20190515190000
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/71/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/71/details/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/71/roles/#20190524190000
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/1004/
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er after Alexander Pushkin’s play of the same name.
See more about the opera and Dmitry Belyanush-

kin’s production in A Medieval Thriller About True Love. 
Conductor — Anton Grishanin.
Casts

May 25 (12:00 and 19:00) and 26 (14:00), New Stage — 
Iolanta by Tchaikovsky in the version by Sergey Zheno-
vach.

The performance details
Casts
Conductor — Anton Grishanin (May 25, 12:00), Tu-

gan Sokhiev (May 25, 19:00, and May 26)

May 28, 29 and 30, New stage — the comic opera by 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart Così fan tutte, ossia La scu-
ola degli amanti. 

Stage Director — Floris Visser (Netherlands), Music 
Director — Stefano Montanari (Italy). 

Casts 
Conductor — maestro Tugan Sokhiev (all days).
The performance details

Sergei Prokofiev shows Peter and the Wolf to children
and Natalia Satz, CCT, 1936. Photo/RIA Novosti

Curtain calls after the performance of Il Turco In Italia, 
Chamber Stage, May 16. Photo /Facebook

Così Fan Tutte, Ossia La Scuola Degli Amanti  by Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart at the New stage on May 28, 29, and 30.  

Anna Aglatova as Despina. Photo by Elena Fetisova 

erdinck. The concert will be closed by fragments of 
operas by Richard Strauss. 

May 16, 17 and 18, Pokrovsky Chamber Stage — op-
era-buffo by Gioachino Rossini Il Turco In Italia.

Stage conductor — Gennady Rozhdestvensky Pro-
duction director — Olga Ivanova

Casts
Conductor — Alexei Vereshchagin.
The performance details

May 26 (15:00), Beethoven Hall — a Sunвay concert 
of “children music” by Prokofiev Peter and the Wolf  and 
Other Musical Stories.

May 28 and 30, Beethoven Hall — a concert of the 
Bolshoi Youth Opera Program artists Arias and Scenes 
from German Operas. Music by Mozart, Beethoven,  We-
ber, Nicolai, Lortzing, Flotow, Wagner, Goldmark, Hump-

May 21, Chamber Stage — single operas The Impre-
sario by Mozart (stage director — Boris Pokrovsky) and 
Pimpinone by Telemann (director — Arne Mikk). 

Revival Director — Valery Fedorenko.
Conductor — Ayrat Kashaev (The Impresario). Cast
Conductor — Vladimir Agronsky (Pimpinone). Cast

https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/1004/details/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/1004/roles/#20190522190000
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/903/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/903/details/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/903/roles/#20190525120000
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/712/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/712/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/people/2667/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/orchestra/2666/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/712/roles/#20190528190000
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/712/details/
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=141361640365535&set=pcb.141361697032196&type=3&theater
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/7052/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/7052/roles/#20190516190000
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/7052/details/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/2983/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/2983/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/10021/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/10021/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/7033/ 
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/7033/ 
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/7034/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/opera/0010/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/orchestra/0006/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/7033/roles/#20190521190000
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/orchestra/0001/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/7034/roles/#20190521190000
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May 23 and 24 — “a merry drama” by Joseph Haydn 
(1732-1809) Il Mondo Della Luna, libretto by Carlo Goldo-
ni.

Production director — Olga Ivanova. 
Casts
Music Director — Vladimir Agronsky.
The performance details

May 25, Chamber stage — the stage version of 
Stabat Mater (Pieta) cantata by Pergolesi, text by Jacope 
da Todi, and single opera Human Voice by Poulenc, li-
bretto by Jean Cocteau.

Production director — Olga Ivanova.

master-repetiteur Elyse Borne says.
Costume Designer: Tatiana Noginova  
Music Director: Timur Zangiev  
Lighting Designer: Sergey Shevchenko

One of the ballet’s authors, the famous set and 
costume designer Thierry Bosquet works on the Rus-
sian premiere of Gaîté Parisienne by Maurice Bejart to 
music by Jacques Offenbach (the world premiere of the 
production was in Brussels theatre La Monne on Jan-
uary 27, 1978) The choreography is being revived by the 
ballet-master’s friend, former member of Bejart Ballet 
Lausanne company Pyotr Nardelli.

Main parts prepared by: Ekaterina Krysanova, 
Evgenia Obrastsova, Olga Smirnova, Yulia Stepanova, 
Ekaterina Shipulina, Maria Vinogradova, Vyatcheslav 
Lopatin, Denis Rodkin, Semyon Chudin, Igor Tsvirko 
and other soloists.

The premiere at the New Stage will be on June 13. 
The ballets will be shown on June 14, 15, 16, 2019, as well.

Stabat Mater by Pergolesi at the Chamber Stage – May 25

The Bolshoi Theatre will run an additional audi-
tion to the Young Artists Opera Program to the season 
2019/20, speciality — solo singing (2-4 places). 

The 1st tour auditions will start on June 1, 2019, in 
Baku and then will be held in Tbilisi, Yerevan, St-Peters-
burg, Minsk, Novosibirsk, Yekaterinburg. In Moscow, at 
the Bolshoi Theatre - on June 15, 16, 18, 2019 (applications 
accepted till June 10). 

The 2nd tour auditions will be held in Moscow, at 
the Bolshoi Theatre, Historic and New Stages, on June 19 
and 20; the 3rd tour will be on June 21, 2019. 

See more

The Bolshoi prepares to present a premiere evening 
of single ballets — the renowned masterpieces of world 
choreography at the New Stage: Symphony in C. Gaîté 
Parisienne

The capital revival of the Symphony in C by George 
Balanchine to music by Georges Bizet (the Bolshoi pre-
miere was on April 21, 1999, the world premiere — on 
July 28, 1947 in Paris State Opera) in cooperation with 
George Balanchine Fund in accordance with the stand-
ards of Balanchine Style  and Balanchine Technique, as 
stipulated and made available by the Fund, the ballet 

The Camber Stage prepares a new production — an 
opera buffa La Périchole by Jacques Offenbach, libretto 
by Henri Meilhac and Ludovic Halévy.

Music director – Philipp Tchizhevsky
Director and Set Designer — Philipp Grigoryan 
Chief consultant of the production — Ilya Kukha

renko
Costume Designer — Vlada Pomirkovanaya
The premiere will be on June 20, 2019. There will be 

performances at the Chamber Stage on June 21 and 24, 
2019, as well.

https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/7053/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/opera/002/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/7053/roles/#20190523190000
https://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/7053/details/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/7054/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/7055/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/performances/7059/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/about/en/press/articles/none/5400/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/about/en/press/articles/none/5400/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/about/en/press/articles/none/5400/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/7060/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/100003/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/orchestra/2378/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/people/3085/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/people/3085/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/people/00021/
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The Bolshoi director general Vladimir Urin was 
awarded the Order of the Rising Sun, one of the most 
prestigious Japanese awards (after the Order of Chry-
santhemum and the Order of Paulownia Bolssom). Thus 
the Japanese government order published on Tuesday, 
May 21, says.

Press
analysis:
Russian mass media

TV channels, radio stations, printed and on-line 
media report on the premiere of the opera Eugene On-
egin at the Bolshoi.

The order of the Rising Sun, Kyokujitsu-shō

Tugan Sokhiev speaks about staging of Eugene Onegin
at the Bolshoi Theatre

Yevgeny Arye in Rossia 1 channel report 

 Costumes of Sergei Lemeshev as Lensky
(1931, production of 1921),

of Evgeni Nesterenko as Gremin (1971, production of 1944), 
of Jurij Mazurok as Onegin (1985, production of 1944). 

Photo by Natalia Zimyanina / Facebook 

The exhibition on the occasion of the premiere of 
the opera Eugene Onegin has opened in the Foyer of the 
Historic Stage.

Tugan Sokhiev is the hero of Novosti Kultury pro-
gramme at Rossia-K TV channel. The music director of 
the production speaks about difficulties of his work, 
about casting and about his favourite scene in the pro-
duction — Tatiana’s Letter — the Lyric climax of the sec-
ond act.

Rossia 1: “Eugene Onegin in the atmosphere of a ru-
ral carnival. The famous Tchaikovsky-s opera returns to 
the Bolshoi Historic Stage. Keen to represent the irony 
of Pushkin’s novel in his production, director Yevgeny 
Arye switches genres bravely. Puppets become rightful 
participants of the show and Tatiana appears onstage 
in glasses.” The reporter quotes the production director 
Yevgeny Arye about his dire wish to preserve the irony of 
the novel-in-verse.

MIRMIR-24 TV channel. “The director tried to pre-
serve Pushkin’s daring and irony in a too serious, in his 
opinion, opera by Tchaikovsky. Thus a rooster, a goat, 
some gees and even a bear appear out of blue next to 
Tatiana elegizing in the meadow. Later it happens to be 
Onegin in disguise.”

https://tvkultura.ru/article/show/article_id/344681?utm_source=yxnews&utm_medium=desktop
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FhW4jgVnxpw
https://mir24.tv/news/16360816/novyi-onegin-glavnyi-teatr-rossii-gotovitsya-k-premere
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artist in his time; his staging of 1944 happened to be the 
most popular one. The performance had run 750 times.” 

Critic Ekaterina Kretova of Moskovsky Komsomo-
lets, not sharing the director’s vision, writes about the 
virtues of the performing cast, particularly assigning 
Anna Nechaeva, Igor Golovatenko, Alexei Neklyudov, 
Elena Manistina and Evgenia Segenyuk. Combination 
of excellent vocal and remarkable appearance in Anna 
Nechaeva (Tatiana) and Alexei Neklyudov (Lensky) is rav-
ishing. Their acting passion does not affect their vocal 
technique (as it often happens with singers overindulg-
ing in drama) — long breath, crystal intonation, flaw-
less legato. The title character performed by Igor Golo-
vatenko is a real Onegin, very eloquent in both singing 
and acting.” 

The Bolshoi had shown lyric scenes in three acts 
in various interpretations more than 2000 times, TV 
center channel informs. The performers of main parts 
of Tatiana and Onegin took part in Q&A session.

Igor Golovatenko and Anna Nechaeva
in TV-centre channel report

Alina Chertash as Olga. Photo by Damir Yusupov

NTV: “In this Onegin there will be a duel, set chang-
ing and the voices of the Bolshoi singers loved by many.” 

Yevgeny Arye commented on the premiere in Olga 
Rusanova’s progamme on Radio Rossii on May 18. 

Izvestia: Director Yevgeny Arye staging Eugene On-
egin preferred the village to the capital and he actually 
managed to tread a fine line, dividing the author’s vi-
sion from the author’s despotism, almost lossless. The 
production presented at the Bolshoi is definitely Push-
kin and Tchaikovsky - and Arye&Co at the same time. 
The director has his own vision yet he implements It 
with so much care for original creators that his right to 
seems indisputable.”  

Izvestia gives the production 8 stars of 10. ‘One of 
the main successes of the new version (music director — 
Tugan Sokhiev) is Lensky performed by Alexei Neklyu-
dov, and other singers seem to be basking in their na-
tive music. Boris Pokrovsky set the similar task to his 

Kommersant: “Sokhiev is mathematically precise 
in distributing intensity and pace — from patchwork 
dynamics of the first act, through monotonous funeral 
stature of the second one... to vigorous tempo of athlet-
ic finale. ... Interesting voices, acute phrasing, inherent 
tembres, ensemble links...

The Nurse by Evgenia Segenyuk, for example... 
sounds with luculent pitch and not approximating as 

https://www.mk.ru/culture/2019/05/16/novaya-versiya-chaykovskogo-v-bolshom-onegin-s-medvezhey-golovoy.html?utm_source=yxnews&utm_medium=desktop
https://www.mk.ru/culture/2019/05/16/novaya-versiya-chaykovskogo-v-bolshom-onegin-s-medvezhey-golovoy.html?utm_source=yxnews&utm_medium=desktop
https://www.tvc.ru/news/show/id/160350/
https://www.tvc.ru/news/show/id/160350/
https://www.ntv.ru/novosti/2190821/
http://www.radiorus.ru/brand/57094/episode/2168791
https://iz.ru/878722/svetlana-naborshchikova/v-glushi-zabytogo-selenia-bolshoi-teatr-priblizilsia-k-prirode
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/3974084
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it often happens. Lensky by Alexei Neklyudov  is vocally 
accurate, without strain, and Olga by Alina Chertash is 
unusually dramatic and warm.” The critic considers 
“Onegin’s part by Golovatenko” the main value of the 
production.

Omsk local publications actively cover Alina Cher-
tash’s debut at the Bolshoi. The graduate of Omsk Music 
College appeared as Olga in performances on May 15, 17 
and 19. 

STRC Omsk
Komsomolskaya Pravda
Vechernii Omsk
AiF-Omsk
Omsk Zdes
Gorod55.ru и др.

“The scene with Tatiana’s letter showed the hero-
ine’s profound feelings and was filled with true drama 
involving the audience in compassion. It was the most 
beautiful moment of the performance!” Newsmuz.com 
observes. “... Addressing Onegin, performed by baritone 
Igor Golovatenko, as the title character of the famous 
opera seems a bright feature of the new production. Tra-
ditionally, it was the part of Lensky that caused much 
interest and expectations. ... The climax of the whole 
performance was the final duet of Onegin and Tatiana 
(Anna Nechaeva). The artist managed to achieve not 
only perfect combination of voices when speaking about 
the same subject - love, yet to convey the dramatic pas-
sion of their feelings. ... The choir was a treat, as always, 
supporting the idea of supremacy of music and singing 
in opera, of its performing traditions at the Bolshoi.”

7 Dnei publication prepared a vivid and well illus-
trated report about the premiere

All publications about the premiere are available 
at the press department of the Bolshoi. 

Central media cover Benois de la Danse: 
TASS 
Kultura channel
Kultura channel
Kultura channel
Kultura channel
IA Regnum
Orfei
Ekran I Stzena

Central and local media report on the high award 
of Japan bestowed on the head of the Bolshoi Theatre 
of Russia.

TASS
RT
Vesti.Ru

RIA Novosti
RIA Sakhalin-Kurily
Life.ru
and other sources.

The Bolshoi CEO told about development of ma-
jor cultural clusters in Russia in his big interview to 
Rossia-24 TV channel.

“Vladimir Urin: ‘There will be the Bolshoi branch
and an Arts High School in Kaliningrad’”

Rossia-24 

Kultura on-line publication announces the Bolshoi 
CEO’s participation in a meeting of the Public Council 
under Gosduma Cultural Committee due on May 31.

They will discuss preservation and development of 
national traditions of basic art education, facilitation 
of distributing film distribution certificates and prepa-
ration of  regulatory acts for the federal law “On Re-
sponsible Treatment of Animals”. 

Local media announce the participation of 
Vladimir Urin as a guest of honour in the opening cer-
emony of the 16th International Documentary Drama 
Festival Saratovskie Stradaniya (May 16-21). The festi-
val opened with the work of French documentalists 
Yuri Grigorovitch: Golden Age.

”There was a celebrity stakeout with the Bolshoi di-
rector general Vladimir Urin,” Vzglyad-Info reports.  
“He confessed that he ‘was not born in Saratov’ yet  told 
about successive graduates of Saratov Conservatory —
young opera stars performing now at the main stage of 
the country.”

STRC Saratov
Saratov 24
Saratovskie Vesti
www.4vsar.ru
nversia.ru
fn-volga.ru
sarnovosti.ru
and other sources.

http://gtrk-omsk.ru/news/284067/
https://www.omsk.kp.ru/online/news/3477271/?utm_source=yxnews&utm_medium=desktop
http://www.omskgazzeta.ru/kultura/omichka-alina-chertash-ispolnit-partiyu-olgi-na-stsene-bolshogo-teatra
http://www.omsk.aif.ru/culture/culture_theatre/omichka_vystupit_v_bolshom_teatre?utm_source=yxnews&utm_medium=desktop
https://omskzdes.ru/culture/63015.html
https://gorod55.ru/news/culture/16-05-2019/omichka-poluchila-veduschuyu-partiyu-v-opere-na-stsene-bolshogo-teatra
https://newsmuz.com/news/2019/bolshoy-teatr-predstavil-novuyu-postanovku-opery-evgeniy-onegin-43310
https://7days.ru/entertainment/afisha/v-bolshom-teatre-tatyana-larina-teper-nosit-ochki-a-onegin-sidit-za-rulem.htm#
https://tass.ru/kultura/6451727  https://tass.ru/kultura/6455912
https://tvkultura.ru/article/show/article_id/344904?fbclid=IwAR0Ziz4vwunF0-hLLeMw0VO455zFkZabSk6JI8XjNZ00etOmNNL1Hjy_S_k
https://tvkultura.ru/article/show/article_id/345000
https://tvkultura.ru/article/show/article_id/345047
https://tvkultura.ru/article/show/article_id/344896
https://regnum.ru/news/2632274.html
http://muzcentrum.ru/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=34215:startuet-benua-de-lya-dans
http://screenstage.ru/?p=10897
https://tass.ru/obschestvo/6451914
https://russian.rt.com/world/news/633225-yaponiya-rossiyane-orden
https://www.vesti.ru/doc.html
https://ria.ru/20190521/1553655669.html
https://skr.su/news/post/123816/
https://life.ru/t/новости/1216986/shiestiero_rossiian_udostoieny_iaponskikh_ordienov_voskhodiashchiegho_solntsa
https://www.vesti.ru/videos/show/vid/798382/#
https://www.vesti.ru/videos/show/vid/798382/
http://portal-kultura.ru/articles/obshchiy-plan/254281-yampolskaya-oglasila-temy-blizhayshego-zasedaniya-obshchestvennogo-soveta-pri-komitete-gosdumy-po-ku/
http://sarstrad.ru/
http://www.vzsar.ru/news/2019/05/17/novym-prezidentom-saratovskih-stradaniy-stal-nikolay-dostal.html
https://gtrk-saratov.ru/saratovskie-stradaniya-otkrylis-v-16-j-raz-i-obreli-novogo-prezidenta/
https://saratov24.tv/news/snova-stradayut-v-saratove-otkrylsya-xvi-mezhdunarodnyy-kinofestival-dokumentalnoy-melodramy/
http://sarvesti.ru/2019/05/17/direktor-bolshogo-teatra-rossii-vladimir-urin-priletel-v-saratov-na-otkrytie-kinofestivalya-saratovskie-stradaniya/
http://www.4vsar.ru/news/119268.html
https://nversia.ru/news/my-perehodim-vse-granicy-ministr-kultury-regiona-prokommentirovala-otkrytie-festivalya-saratovskie-stradaniya/
https://fn-volga.ru/news/view/id/101785
https://sarnovosti.ru/news.php?ID=118323
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Press
analysis:
international mass media

Local media and online publications announces the 
screening of the Bolshoi’s Carmen Suite and Petrushka  
in local cinemas.  

Specialized dance magazine Pointe Magazine 
(USA) publishes an article by Amy Brandt.

Link to the article and the video
A newspaper Тampa Bay Times (Florida USA)

Pravda.Ru publishes an interview with the young 
conductor of the Chamber Stage Ayrat Kashaev.

“What ia happening to Pokrovsky Theatre and the 
Chamber Stage of the Bolshoi? Will it stay itself of will 
it be step by- step ‘digested’ by the Bolshoi Theatre? ... 
What will be?”

“At the meeting with the company of the for-
mer Pokrovsky Theatre the director general of the 
Bolshoi Vladimir Urin kept repeating that he does not 
and will not plan any radical changings. Nobody offers 
to  reshape all at once a theatre with its own half-cen-
tury history, its own staff following certain testaments 
left by Boris Pokrovsky. Vladimir Urin said so more than 
once and is true to his word. That’s how it happens. Of 
course, there are some new tendencies, new names ap-
pear... Traditions are followed and developed.” 

See the full version of the video interview More The-
atres Good And Different! in Pravda TV section of the 
publication website.

Interview with  Ayrat Kashaev / Pravda TV 

Anna Aglatova at the opening concert
of the 1st Rusian-Turkish Classic Misic Festival,

Side, May 8. Photo / RG

Rossiiskaya Gazeta covers the joint performance of 
Anna Aglatova and Virtuosos of Moscow at the opening 
concert of the 1st Russian-Turkish Classic Music Festi-
val in Side on May 8:

‘’... together with maestro she chose five popular 
classical arias by Rossini, Arditi, Lehár, Poulenc, Delibes 
for her performance; she confessed that Spivakov and 
she cared first of all for the opening concert to become a 
true celebration and added the beauty of music to fasci-
nating beauty of the 2000 years old amphitheatre. They 
undoubtedly succeeded in it — after her 1st appearance 
the vigorous Russian star was welcomed with family af-
fection.”

“Soprano Anna Aglatova with her fantastic voice 
and vivid  disposition, the one Europe calls a ‘younger 
sister’ of Cecilia Bartoli, has brilliantly started her per-
formance with Rosina’s cavatina from the opera The 
Barber Of Seville by Rossini and immediately won the 
love of the audience. The programme continues with 
popular arias...” Muzykalny Klondaik reports.

Media keep covering Svetlana Zakharova’s Pre-
mieres Evening Modanse, that was at the Historical 
Stage on May 22 and 23 with participation of the Bolshoi 
Ballet soloists — Denis Savin, Mikhail Lobukhin, Jacopo 
Tissi, Vyacheslav Lopatin, Ana Turazashvili, Victoria Lit-
vinova and others.

Teatr online publication reports: “The first item 
of Zakharova’s new programme was Like a Breath by 
Mauro Bigonzetti; it is his adaptation of his own ballet 
premiered at La Scala in 2017. The two main parts were 
performed by Svetlana Zakharova and Roberto Bolle. 
The new version will be a one-ac performance created 
specially for Zakharova. Soundtrack is based on music 
by Handel. 

The second act was the ballet Gabrielle Chanel. 
Choreography by Yuri Possokhov, music by Ilya Demit-
sky — the authors of famous ballets The Hero of Our 
Time and Nureyev where Zakharova performed. Direc-
tion and libretto by Alexei Frandetti.

https://www.pointemagazine.com/this-weekend-catch-the-bolshoi-ballet-at-the-movies-in-carmen-suite-and-petrushka-2637395295.html
https://www.tampabay.com/fun/top-things-to-do-in-tampa-bay-for-sunday-may-19-20190517/
https://www.pravda.ru/culture/1415098-kashaev/
https://www.pravda.ru/videochannel/1416996-kashaev/
http://www.ng.ru/culture/2019-05-20/100_spivakov200519.html
https://www.muzklondike.ru/events/turecko_russkiy_festival_otkrurue
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/performances/77661/
http://oteatre.info/balet-dlya-zaharovoj/
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American local newspaper Colorado Springs Ga-
zette 

American local newspaper River Cities Reader
French publication Sortir a Paris
British local newspaper Lancashire Evening Post 

(UK) 
British local newspaper The Lancaster Guardian 
Californian newspaper The OC Weekly
and many other media.

 The on-line entertainment news publication Broad-
way World announces the upcoming season of special 
screenings at Spruce Peak Arts (USA) which includes 
the Bolshoi’s Nutcracker in December 2019  “Founded in 
1776, the Bolshoi is among the world’s oldest ballet com-
panies.  The Bolshoi is recognized as one of the foremost 
ballet companies in the world.”

The on-line specialised entertainment news publi-
cation Broadway World reports: “For the first time in 
the history of the Prix Benois De La Danse Internation-
al Ballet Competition there will be two representatives 
from South Africa at the Bolshoi Theatre in Moscow:  
South African International Ballet Competition (SAI-
BC) Founder Dirk Badenhorst takes his place as the 
first ever South African jury member, and Soweto-born 
dancer Andile Ndlovu (pictured), now USA based, will 
perform in the prestigious event gala on 22 May as one 
of this year’s 27 nominees for the Benois de la Danse 
award as Best Male Dancer for his role as Mercutio in 
Washington Ballet’s Romeo and Juliet.”

The Australian on-line culture news publication 
Junkee (Australia) publishes an article by Monique Cec-
cato about “5 Amazing Cultural Experiences Unique 
To Queensland” . This includes “Alyona Kovalova and Ja-
copo Tissi perform in Jewels.  They take the tiara for be-
ing the best ballet company in the world and, from June 
26 to July 27, the Bolshoi Ballet will be pirouetting and 
jeté-ing across the stage as guests at Brisbane’s QPAC 
for the International Series. Brisbane’s QPAC for the In-
ternational Series Back in Queensland for the first time 
since 2013, this is your only chance to see the mighty 
Russian ballet company perform in Australia this year.  
While here, they will be performing the dazzling three-
part ballet, Jewels, and the elaborate epic, Spartacus... If 
you’re up for a bumper weekend of ballet, you can catch 
both the ballets over the same weekend — Jewels on Sat-
urday, June 28, and Spartacus on Sunday, June 29. 

The online specialised Italian dance news publica-
tion Giornale Della Danza reports on Jacopo Tissi de-
buting in the main part of Romeo and Juliet by Kenneth 
McMillan. “Kevin O’Hara seems to specially appreciate 

the new generation of Italian stars which bloom happily 
on our stages (and not only there). ... Another of ‘our’ 
Romeos debut in a duet with the Queen of Royal Ballet.  
“Marianela Nunez will in fact be joined by Jacopo Tissi, 
today First Soloist of the Ballet del Bolshoi, a La Scala of 
formation, just revised in Italy in the Mademoiselle crea-
tion by Yuri Possokhov at the Teatro Comunale of Mode-
na next to Zakharova and soon at the Gala des etoiles in 
Ravenna Festival.”

Curtain calls with Marianela Núñez after the per-
formance on May 17 are available on Instagram.

The Italian edition of Vogue magazine publishes an 
article by Valentina Bonelli and a photo gallery. “The life 
and work of Coco Chanel are at the centre of Svetlana 
Zakharova’s new show, the first dedicated to the design-
er.  On stage with the Russian étoile 19 dancers from 
the Bolshoi Ballet in Moscow, including our Jacopo Tissi 
as the lover “Boy” Capel, protagonists of the ballet in 
an act signed by international artists.  After the recent 
absolute preview at the Teatro Comunale Pavarotti in 
Modena, Mademoiselle is expected at the Bolshoi Thea-
tre in Moscow on June 22 and 23, in a definitive version 
and with the new title of Gabrielle Chanel.”  The article 
also includes an interview with Svetlana Zakharova.

Svetlana Zakharova as Gabrielle Chanel. And Jacopo Tissi 
as Arthur Capel after the 1st performance of the new ballet 

by Yuri Possokhov and Ilya Demutsky, Modena,
Teatro Comunale Pavarotti, May 5. Photo / Facebook 

The Italian on-line specialised dance news pub-
lication Giornalle della Danza announces: “Svetlana 

https://gazette.com/arts-entertainment/movie-previews-for-the-week-of-may/article_43221250-735c-11e9-a60e-f72cd074dfa7.html
https://gazette.com/arts-entertainment/movie-previews-for-the-week-of-may/article_43221250-735c-11e9-a60e-f72cd074dfa7.html
https://www.rcreader.com/movies/now-playing-movies-05-17-19
https://www.sortiraparis.com/loisirs/cinema/articles/191633-en-direct-du-bolchoi-carmen-suite-et-petrouchka-dans-les-cinemas-gaumont-et-path
https://www.lep.co.uk/whats-on/cinema-listings-16-22-may-1-9769049
https://www.lancasterguardian.co.uk/whats-on/entertainment/cinema-screenings-at-vue-lancaster-in-may-1-9772702
https://ocweekly.com/what-an-excellent-day-for-an-exorcism-special-screenings-may-16-23/
https://www.broadwayworld.com/vermont/article/Announcing--Musical-Theater-Comedy-Opera-And-Drama-On-Screen-At-Spruce-Peak-Arts-20190515
https://www.broadwayworld.com/vermont/article/Announcing--Musical-Theater-Comedy-Opera-And-Drama-On-Screen-At-Spruce-Peak-Arts-20190515
https://www.broadwayworld.com/south-africa/article/South-Africa-Makes-Ballet-History-On-The-Bolshoi-Stage-In-Moscow-This-Month-20190517
https://junkee.com/queensland-cultural-experiences-2019/205813
https://www.qpac.com.au/international-series/
https://www.danzaedanzaweb.com/articolo/1830/dopo-tima-jacopo-al-royal-ballet
https://www.instagram.com/p/BxmOGZwn4Sf/
https://www.vogue.it/news/article/coco-chanel-il-nuovo-balletto-di-svetlana-zakharova
https://www.instagram.com/p/BxIsUr8ALlj/
http://giornaledelladanza.com/home/2019/05/svetlana-zakharova-sara-coco-chanel-al-bolshoi/
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Zakharova will be Coco Chanel.  On stage with the Rus-
sian étoile 19 dancers from the Bolshoi Ballet in Moscow, 
including our Jacopo Tissi as the lover “Boy” Capel, pro-
tagonists of the ballet in an act signed by international 
artists.  Mademoiselle is expected at the Bolshoi Theatre 
in Moscow on June 22nd and 23rd, in a definitive version 
and with the new title of Gabrielle Chanel.”

The Italian on-line specialised dance news pub-
lication Danza and Danza announces: “The new season 
of the Scala Ballet Corps directed by Frederic Olivieri 
has been announced and will open on December 17th 
2019 with Sylvia, ballet on themes from the Aminta del 
Tasso successfully re-organized by Manuel Legris for 
the Vienna Opera this winter. The title opens a season 
that will see the dancers of the Milanese company in the 
foreground; the presence of guests has been reduced, 
except for Zakharova, who is still etoile of La Scala and 
will return at the end of September 2020.”

The Washington DC (USA) on-line culture news pub-
lication DC Theatre Scene (USA) publishes an article by 
Maria Di Mento who announces the Kennedy Centre’s 
2019-2020 Season of Ballet and Dance which includes 
“From June 2 – 7, the Bolshoi Ballet returns to Wash-
ington after a six-year absence to close the ballet sea-
son.  This time around the company will perform Shake-
speare’s tragic Romeo and Juliet choreographed by the 
company’s former artistic director Alexei Ratmansky, 
whose choreography brings depth and even a little hu-
mour to this production.” 

The UK newspaper The Guardian (UK) publishes an 
interview by Judith Mackrell: “Ballet legend Alexei Rat-
mansky: how Shostakovich shook me up.” “Alexei Rat-
mansky says he’s been making dances to the music of 
Shostakovich ever since he was a student at the Bolshoi 
Ballet school.  

“I’ve always felt this very personal connection. It’s 
hard to explain but when it plays, my brain responds. I 
have steps in my head, I see images and drama. Even in 
Shostakovich’s symphonies, which some people consid-
er heavy, I find a dramatic sense to the melodies that is 
very beautiful.” 

 San Francisco Ballet is at Sadler’s Wells, London, 
from 29 May to 8 June.  Programme A: Shostakovich Tril-
ogy is on 29-30 May and 2 June.

The San Francisco specialised classical music pub-
lication San Francisco Classical Voice publishes an arti-
cle by Janice Berman about Ratmansky’s Shostakovich 
Trilogy at the San Francisco Ballet. “To date, Ratman-
sky’s added eight works of delightful variety to SFB’s 
repertory.  But it was his very first SFB commission, the 

2003 ,, that rose to top of mind at Tuesday night’s open-
ing performance.  Superficially, the ballets have nothing 
in common: not its music (Debussy), its audience (kids 
of all ages, including adults), nor its characters (duh).  
But the Trilogy really was proof of the unusual humani-
ty Ratmansky, a consummate craftsman, displayed 
from the start; he can go deep, but he never goes so 
deep that we cannot read the essence of his characters, 
the desires, joys, and sorrows that connect them to his 
audiences.” “There’s so much more, though, to Shostak-
ovich Trilogy and obviously to Ratmansky, whose dance 
with Russia, winding in and out of the Bolshoi to work 
in Europe and Asia as well as the U.S., is driven by art-
istry and storytelling.  No matter where he’s working, he 
seems open to seeking, finding, and sharing his truth, 
leaving us all the richer for it.”

Alexander Shirokov, Victoria Karkachyova, David Posulikhin, 
Elmira Karakhanova and Elizabeth Vidal, Paris,
Russian Rakhmaninov Conservatory, March 24.

Photo by Alexandre Calleau /Fragil 

The French on-line specialised culture news pub-
lication Fragil Magazine publishes an article by Alexan-
dre Calleau Voices of the Bolshoi: Searching for Absolute 
with photos. “The Centre for Lyric Art of the Mediterra-
nean (CLAM) has proposed four concerts of young art-
ists from the opera workshop of the prestigious Bolshoi 
Theatre. On March 24, at the Russian Conservatory of 
Paris Serge Rachmaninov, beautiful performers were 
discovered at the dawn of a fine career.  A rare and pre-
cious moment ...” “Since 2010, Elizabeth Vidal is also a 
consultant in vocal technique at the Bolshoi in Moscow, 
of which Dmitry Vodvin directs the YOP (Young Opera 
Program).  He travels every year the vast Russian territo-
ry in search of great voices, in a country that counts 
a lot: about 2000 auditions, he keeps only 15 singers for 
the operatic workshop of one of the biggest scenes of 
Opera of the world.  The vocal level of these performers 
is exceptional,  the CLAM has measured their immense 

https://www.danzaedanzaweb.com/articolo/1836/annunciata-la-stagione-2019-20-del-corpo-di-ballo-della-scala
https://dctheatrescene.com/2019/05/16/the-kennedy-centers-2019-2020-season-of-ballet-and-dance-an-embarrassment-of-riches-for-washington-dance-lovers/
https://www.theguardian.com/stage/2019/may/07/alexei-ratmansky-shostakovich-trilogy-sadlers-wells-choreographer-san-francisco-ballet
https://www.sfcv.org/reviews/san-francisco-ballet/ratmansky-faces-shostakovich-at-sf-ballet
https://www.fragil.org/les-voix-du-bolchoi-une-quete-dabsolu/
https://www.fragil.org/les-voix-du-bolchoi-une-quete-dabsolu/
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talent by organizing four concerts, including one at the 
Nice Opera, the second at the Casino de Cagnes Sur Mer, 
and the other two in Paris.”

Facebook version

The Italian on-line specialised dance news publi-
cation Giornalle della Danza announces: “Marianela 
Nunez will in fact be joined by Jacopo Tissi, today First 
Soloist of the Ballet del Bolshoi, a la Scala of formation,  
just revised in Italy in the Mademoiselle creation by Yuri 
Possokhov at the Teatro Comunale of Modena next to 
Zakharova and soon at the Gala des etoiles in Ravenna 
Festival.”  

The New York Times publishes an obituary written 
by Neil Genzlinger of Andrei Kramarevsky.

In brief
The First Channel covers the opening of Chekhov 

Theatre Festival. Shanghai Grand Theatre and Shang-
hai Ballet performed the Echo of Eternity by a European 
team led by choreographer Patrick de Bana on stage of 
Stanislavski Music Theatre.

time keeping classical productions in the repertoire. It 
makes past and present combined, I think the Bolshoi 
is very up to date while revering classics deeply. /…/

... I met the Queen of Russian Ballet — Svetlana 
Zakharova. ...It was via her I got the pleasure to meet 
Lyudmila Semenyaka. She helped me during rehears-
als. So I was very lucky. And if we look into distant past, 
when I was at the ballet school, my teacher Truman Fen-
ni invited Sulamith Messerer. So my first meeting with 
someone from Russia was that with Sulamith Messerer. 
...” 

The Art Festival Cherry Forest 2019 goes on in Mos-
cow.

The theatre programme of the festival opened ith 
an experimental opera-ballet Carmen by Maxim Diden-
ko, Orfei reports. “The show combined drama, opera 
and ballet, As envisioned by producer Pavel Kaplevich, 
several artists of different genres play the same charac-
ter simultaneously. Thus, actor Alexander Baluev, 
dancer Eduard Akhmetshin and Novaya Opera soloist 
Khachatur Badalyan appear as Jose, and prima balleri-
na Ekaterina Shipulina together with Ksenia Shevtsova 
and opera diva Karina Khaeruntz perform the role of 
fatal beauty Carmen. Baritone Vasily Ladyuk appears 
as toreador Escamillo. The premiere was on May 24 at 
Zaryadje Concert Hall.

ArtMoskovia announces the performance
Afisha
In Zaryadje there was a concert of Igor Butman Or-

chestra and a legendary singer Dee Dee Bridgewater. A 
report by the First Channel

VogueRussia
Cherry Forest on Facebook

Kommersant

The choreographer speaks about Russian ballet, 
the Bolshoi Theatre and Grigorovich, about his ac-
quaintance with Russia, about Svetlana Zakharova, An-
dris and Ilze Liepas, about Nureyev and Kirill Serebren-
nikov, in a big interview on Vash Dosug website.

“... Grigorovich is a true Russian choreographer. 
And Grigorovich belongs to the Bolshoi. It is hard to 
imagine the Bolshoi without Grigorovich, it’s impossi-
ble. ... Grigorovich is a legend. Spartacus, Ivan the Terri-
ble — these are the history of the Bolshoi. I just like the 
Bolshoi inviting modern choreographers, at the same 

Dinara Alieva and Peter Berger at the rehearsal
of the concert version of Rusalka by Antonín Dvořák

at Tchaikovsky Concert Hall on May 21. Photo /Instagtam 

Dinara Alieva’s 3rd International Music Festival Op-
era Art goes on.

https://www.facebook.com/MagazineFragil/posts/10157252140382463
http://giornaledelladanza.com/home/2019/05/dopo-timofei-andrijashenko-jacopo-tissi-al-royal-ballet/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/10/obituaries/andrei-kramarevsky-dead.html
https://www.1tv.ru/news/2019-05-17/365255-v_moskve_startoval_chehovskiy_teatralnyy_festival
https://boscofamily.ru/bosco-di-ciliegi/news/cherry_wood/
http://muzcentrum.ru/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=34197:karmen-i-opera-i-balet-i-drama&catid=12
https://artmoskovia.ru/opera-balet-karmen-maksima-didenko-v-zaryade-otkryvaet-teatralnuju-programmu-festivalya-iskusstv-chereshnevyi-les.html
https://zaryadyehall.com/afisha/zaradys/karmen1/
https://www.1tv.ru/news/2019-05-19/365345-v_zaryadie_v_ramkah_festivalya_chereshnevyy_les_proshel_kontsert_s_uchastiem_zvezd_dzhaza
https://www.vogue.ru/peopleparties/afisha/chereshnevyj_les_2019_modnyj_gid_po_festivalyu/
https://www.facebook.com/cherryforestfest/
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/3969297
https://www.vashdosug.ru/msk/theatre/article/2538694/
https://www.instagram.com/p/BxuSG4AB8eQ/
http://operaart.ru/afisha
http://operaart.ru/afisha
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May 21, Tchaikovsky Concert Hall — the concert ver-
sion of Rusalka by Antonín Dvořák.

Parts performed by: Dinara Alieva (soprano), Ele-
na Manistina (mezzo soprano), Denis Makarov (bass), 
Alexei Makshantsev (tenor), Jolana Fogašová (soprano), 
Peter Berger (tenor) and others. 

On April 13 Dinara Alieva, Azer Zada (tenor), 
Vladislav Sulimsky (baritone) and other artists took 
part in a concert performance of Madam Butterfly by 
Giacomo Puccini.

On May 20 Agunda Kulaeva (mezzo soprano), Ali-
na Yarovaya (soprano), Igor Morozov (tenor), Pyotr Mi-
gunov (bass) and Nikolaevsky opera choir took part in 
the performance of cantata After Reading a Psalm by 
Sergei Taneyev at Tchaikovsky Concert Hall.

The video of the concert is available at Moscow 
State Philharmonic website.

Natalia Osipova, principal of London Royal Ballet, 
one of the brightest and most demanded stars of inter-
national ballet stage, has presented in Moscow a new 
production of British choreographer Arthur Pita The 
Mother based of the tale by Hans Christian Andersen 
A Story of a Mother. After a headline premiere in Ed-
inburgh — on the stage of Gorky MAAT on May 24, 25 
and 26.

Kommersant. Weekend: “The choreographer whom 
British dance critics called ‘David Lynch of  modern 
ballet’ is as true master in interweaving of Hyperreal-
ism and phantasmagoria yet in Pyrenaean passionate 
manner.”

“I played various emotions yet never had an op-
portunity to play love that would last till the end and 
sacrifice all. Arthur Pita knows me so well that he 
knew immediately — I won’t pass it by,” Osipova told 
Kultura newspaper.

May 24, 25 and 26 — The Mother by Natalia Osipova
at Gorky MSAT

Dance Magazine

Mikhail Baryshnikov gave a policy speech at the 
opening ceremony of the 1st class of Gloria Kaufman 
Dance School in New York on May 10.

An important American dance publication Dance 
Magazine published the text of the speech and the 
event report by Jennifer Stahl: “Baryshnikov’s advice 
to graduates: be generous enough to let yourself fail.” 

Mikhail Baryshnikov’s speech (07’42’’) on YouTube

The on-line specialised entertainment news pub
lication Broadway World announces the London pre
meire of a new film on 6 June. Force of Nature  Natalia 
is a thrilling new film documentary about Royal Ballet 
Principal Natalia Osipova directed by the BAFTA, Prix 
Italia and Grierson award-winning British arts docu-
mentary filmmaker Gerald Fox”.

100 years ago on May 18, 1919, one of the most fa-
mous ballerinas ever Margot Fonteyn was born. She be-
came a milestone dancer of her time, created her own 
era in world ballet. In 1979 she was awarded the title 
of  honorable pirma ballerina of Royal Ballet of Great 
Britain. Among her many awards there is the  Order of 
the British Empire (1956). Since 1954 Fonteyn was the 
president of Royal Ballet Academy. 

 “For several decades his fragile woman person-
alized pride and glory of Great Britain — she was the 

https://www.meloman.ru/concert/dvorzhak-rusalka/
https://meloman.ru/concert/dinara-alieva-rossijskij-nacionalnyj-orkestr/
https://www.meloman.ru/concert/taneyev-cantata-op-36-2019-05-20/
https://www.meloman.ru/concert/taneyev-cantata-op-36-2019-05-20/
http://www.ng.ru/culture/2019-05-19/100_ballet190519.html
http://www.ng.ru/culture/2019-05-19/100_ballet190519.html
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/3955462
http://portal-kultura.ru/articles/balet/254472-materinskiy-instinkt/
https://www.dancemagazine.com/baryshnikov-graduation-speech-2637119866.html
https://www.dancemagazine.com/baryshnikov-graduation-speech-2637119866.html
https://www.dancemagazine.com/baryshnikov-graduation-speech-2637119866.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zo2Ty7tSqpw
https://www.broadwayworld.com/uk-regional/article/New-Film-FORCE-OF-NATURE-NATALIA-to-Premiere-at-the-Curzon-Mayfair-20190516
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most famous Englishwoman after the Queen, the most 
famous English artist before the Beatles. They called 
her living perfection, the fairest jewel in the crown of 
the British Empire.” An article by Vitaly Vulf Stars That 
Won Millions Of Hearts. 

British director Tony Palmer has filmed a docu-
mentary about the ballerina, Margot. Cast: Margot 
Fonteyn, Rudolph Nureyev, Meredith Daneman, Ninette 
de Valois, Colette Clark. 

The May edition of the specialised monthly dance 
magazine Dancing Times is dedicated to Margot Fon-
teyn.    

DT celebrates the 100th anniversary of the birth of 
English ballerina Margot Fonteyn with several articles. 
Dance critic Alastair Macaulay writes about Fonteyn 
and especially about her performances in Frederick 
Ashton’s ballets. 

meier is a major choreographer and The World of John 
Neumeier offers an excellent overview of his strengths: 
musicality, dramatic expressiveness, equal facility in 
duets and large-scale ensembles; as well as his weak-
nesses; over-long, repetitive and, at times, tedious.”

Printed and scanned versions of the magazine are 
available upon request an the press department of the 
theatre.

On May 15 and 15 the Bolshoi Theatre School in Bra-
zil presented a performance  Bolshoi Brasil do Clássi-
co ao Música Popular Brasileira (MPB) on the stage of 
Juarez Machado Theatre in Joinville.

The 4th International Art Festival Elena was in 
St-Petersburg on May 13-26. This year festival is timed to 
the 80th birthday anniversary of Elena Obraztsova.   

German premieres by Dmitry Tchernyakov and 
Teodor Currentzis remove the contradiction between 
new art and tradition, Dmitry Renansky of Vedomosty 
thinks. “Director Dmitry Tchernyakov and conductor 
Teodor Currentzis worked together last time in 2010 in 
Moscow, the Bolshoi Theatre, on Don Giovanni by Mo-
zart. Nine years later they met in Germany, having en-
tered into a distance dialogue via two premieres pre-
sented within few days in Berlin and Cologne. First 
Dmitry Tchernyakov released a new production of Be-
trothal at the Monastery by Sergei Prokofiev, ascend-
ing the Staatsoper stage for the 6th time. Then Teodor 
Currentzis returned from his European tour with Perm 
Opera orchestra and stood at the pulpit of his other 
company — SWR Orchestra presenting a programme 
where the music by Sergei Rakhmaninov was combined 
with works of modern Russian composers Dmitry Kur-
liandsky and Sergei Nevsky.” 

The Golden Mask winner, conductor Philipp Chiz
hevsky gave an interview to Izvestia. He spoke about sac-
rifices in the name of art, the harm of education for mu-
sicians and about playing vintage instruments in the 
middle of preparation of the new production - Carmen. 
The opera by Bizet will be presented at the Cherry Forest 
Festival in the end of May.

Diana Vishneva’s studio Context Pro and Diana 
Vishneva Foundation together with the New Stage of 
Alexandrinsky Theatre prepare the premiere of four 
modern ballets: “On June 12 the Context Project will 
join young choreographers, composers, Context Pro 
studio residents and artists of St-Petersburg theatres 
to search new forms of expression in dance, music and 
performing arts.”

DT also publishes a review by Natasha Rogai of 
a retrospective gala honouring Hamburg Ballet’s John 
Neumeier during this year’s Hong Kong Arts Festival 
on 23 March 2019 titled World of John Neumeier.  “Neu-

https://biography.wikireading.ru/169139
https://biography.wikireading.ru/169139
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KSX8WhCELZs
https://twitter.com/EscolaBolshoi/status/1128315685556445185
https://twitter.com/EscolaBolshoi/status/1128315685556445185
http://obraztsova-academy.ru/348-iv-mezhdunarodnyj-festival-iskusstv-elena
http://strana.ru/afisha/25480209
https://www.vedomosti.ru/lifestyle/articles/2019/05/15/801503-prozvuchali-germanii
https://iz.ru/872264/albina-kholgova/byli-gotovy-dazhe-kastrirovat-ispolnitelei  

http://oteatre.info/premera-baletov-context-project/
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Sad news
Raisa Kotova has died.
Singer and tutor, soloist of the Bolshoi Opera (1976-

1996) has passed away in Moscow on May 10.

Diaghilev festival runs in Perm on May 20-30. Pro-
gramme details are available at the festival’s official 
website. 

Opera Three Sisters by Péter Eötvös based on Chek-
hov’s play was shown on May 17-18 on the stage of Ural 
Opera Ballet. On the eve of performances the director 
who was also the conductor at the premiere answered 
the reporter’s questions. “This work of  a famous Hun-
garian composer Péter Eötvös first appeared at Lyon 
stage in 1998 and is thought to be the last great opera of 
the 20th century.”

Péter Eötvös.
Photo by the press department of Ural Opera Ballet

Raisa Kotova (mezzo soprano) sings arias from operas
YouTube

Theatre designer and producer Paver Kaplevich in 
his article What We Do Is More Than Opera in Vedomosti 
contemplates on state and private funding of theatre 
and on polyform as the future of art. 

Dancing Times announces publication of the book 
Beyond the Ballerina by Tamara Karsavina in Quail 
Creek Publishers (Norman, Oklahoma.)

The book includes a previously unpublished man-
uscript of 1958 — first five chapters of a bigger writing 
Karsavina’s publisher had declined. The Ballerina tells 
about her first years in the West after leaving Russia in 
1918 together with her husband, British diplomat Henry  
Bruce and their son Nikita. The story of how the manu-
script was preserved and how it has got into Russian 
ballet archives and special collections of Oklahoma Uni-
versity is also included in the book.

Vecherniaya Moskva newspaper discovers construc-
tion details of the Theatre Block in Zamoskvorechje. 
Moscow mayor Sergei Sobyanin: “We support an impor-
tant initiative of Russian ministry of Culture to create 

a museum-theatre area in Zamoskvorechje, based on 
Bakhrushin Museum. Moscow residents will resultantly 
receive another well-designed park, an open-air stage 
and an expo-centre.”

The director general of Bakhrushin Museum Dmirty 
Rodionov considers the usefulness of the Museum Night 
project in his article for Izvestia. “The International Mu-
seum Day? Which is marked on May 18, has entered our 
cultural calendar well back and firmly. It is prepared 
for, awaited, discussed and written about.’

Graduate of Moscow Conservatory (class of Elena 
Katulskaya), Raisa Kotova debuted at the Bolshoi stage 
as Marta (Faust by Gounod) in 1974 and in 1976 she joined 
the opera company. At the Bolshoi she performed more 
than forty roles including those of Young oprichnik  Bas-
manov in Oprichnik by Tchaikovsky, Housekeeper Amel-
fa in The Golden Cockerel, Paradise bird Alkonost in The 
Legend of the Invisible City of Kitezh by Rimsky-Korsak-
ov, Vanya in Ivan Susanin by Glinka (she performed this 
role in the same-name film opera of 1979). She led inten-
sive concert activities. Her participation in the premiere 
of the cantata The Story of Doctor Jogannes Faustus by 
Alfred Shnitke at the Modern Music Festival Moscow Au-
tumn (1983) became widely known.

The Bolshoi Theatre of Russia goes out their heart-
felt condolences to relatives and friends of Raisa Kotova.

http://journal.masters-project.ru/putevoditel-po-dyagilevskomu-festivalyu/?fbclid=IwAR3F8Gvf5pycyPayocc3uH6P-GEh6TD2yB0ZfsRiQ_eNtuDrOxVQLCIL3ec
http://diaghilevfest.ru/
http://diaghilevfest.ru/
https://rg.ru/2019/04/26/reg-urfo/peter-etvyosh-rasskazal-ob-ozhidaniiah-ot-premery-opery-tri-sestry-v-rossii.html
https://rg.ru/2019/04/26/reg-urfo/peter-etvyosh-rasskazal-ob-ozhidaniiah-ot-premery-opery-tri-sestry-v-rossii.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FyTr6RF7n8c
https://www.vedomosti.ru/lifestyle/characters/2019/05/17/801622-pavel-kaplevich
http://www.quailcreekeditions.com/record_publications.php?id=16
https://vm.ru/news/632706.html
https://iz.ru/878192/dmitrii-rodionov/v-nochnoe
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Social
networks
“Today, on May 13,” notes Valeri Lagunov on Face-

book, “ an amazing ballerina and a wonderful person 
was born — Nina Sorokina!!! Nina Sorokina. Prima Balle-
rina of the Bolshoi’s Golden Age — an exhibition at the 
birthplace of the National Artist of the USSR, from the 
Bolshoi Theatre Museum funds, has opened on May 13 in 
the History and Arts Museum of the town Elektrostal.”

“All three of us were born on May 18 – and are very 
grateful for all your congratulations and well-wishing,” 
David Hallberg publishes a funny shot on his Instagram. 
“Yet Natasha and I agree that Margot Fonteyn has sto-
len this day from us: happy centenary, Dame Margot; we 
are still discussing the route you laid.” 

Photo by Daria Mileshina / Facebook

“All of us were born on May 18” — David Hallberg,
Natalia Osipova and Margot Fonteyn on Instagram 

Pyotr Nardelli prehearses Gaîté Parisienne in Moscow.
Photo /facebook

“To whom in may concern,’ Ilya Demutsky informs 
on his Facebook, ‘the nearest performances with my 
music: June 22, 23 – the premiere of the single ballet 
Gabrielle Chanel written for Svetlana Zakharova. Chore-
ographer – Yuri Possokhov, Production Director – Alex-
ei Frandetti, Conductor – Pavel Klinichev. The Bolshoi 
dancers, Bolshoi Orchestra, the Historic Stage of the 
Boilshoi Theatre. July 16, 17 and 19-23 – premiere of Out-
side [18+], director – Kirill Serebrennikov, Avignon Thea-
tre Festival.”

Tutor-repetiteur Pyotr Nardelli not only works in-
tensively on the preparation of the premiere of Gaîté Pa-
risienne yet finds time to walk about Moscow and meet 
stars at the Bolshoi.

https://www.instagram.com/p/Bxn7oIygMcS/
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=2185020231551976&set=pcb.2320162574862501&type=3&theater&ifg=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/Bxn7oIygMcS/
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10156613722100735&set=ecnf.678200734&type=3&theater


Newsletter	 May 14 – 30  2019

For additional information, please contact The Bolshoi Theatre Press Office by e-mail: pr@bolshoi.ru tel.: + 7 495 692 0818, fax: + 7 495 692 3367

Debuts
THE BRIGHT STREAM
May 14. Stanislava Postnova as Galya
May 15. Igor Tsvirko first appeared as Pyotr. David 

Motta Soares first appeared as Ballet Dancer	

THE STONE GUEST
May 22. The Bolshoi YOP member (since 2018) Gior-

gi Chelidze — Laura’s Guest/Laura’s Guests 
May 23. The Bolshoi YOP member (since 2017) Igor 

Korostylev — Monk.

THE LEGEND OF LOVE
May 24. Ivan Vasiliev as Ferkhad
May 25 (12:00). Olga Marchenkova as Mekhmene 

Banu. Daria Khokhlova as Shireen. Egor Khromushin as 
Vizier

May 26. Artemy Belyakov as Ferkhad

IOLANTA
May 25 (12:00). Andrei Potaturin (In 2016 graduat-

ed from the Saratov State Conservatoire named after 
Leonid Sobinov, Lilia Belova’s class; the Bolshoi Opera 
soloist since April 2019) first appeared at the stage of 
the Bolshoi as Robert (May 26 also).

May 25 (19:00). Anna Khapko as Brigitta

COSÌ FAN TUTTE
May 28 and 30. A well-known Italian bass-baritone 

Simone Alberghini will first appear at the Bolshoi as 
Guglielmo  He debuted at the Bolshoi in 2016 as Count 
Almaviva  (Le Nozze di Figaro)

facebook

Cast
alterations
THE BRIGHT STREAM
May 14. Semyon Chudin replaces Mikhail Lobukhin 

as Pyotr

CARMEN SUITE 
May 18 (12:00). Alexander Volchkov replaced Denis 

Savin as Torero.

THE STONE GUEST
May 22. Ekaterina Shcherbachenko apperaed as 

Donna Anna
May 23. Ekaterina Morozova

Birthdays
May 12 — ballet master-repetiteur, prima ballerina 

of the Bolshoi in 1960-1988, National Artist of the USSR 
Svetlana Adyrkhaeva

Svetlana Adyrkhaeva

https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/opera/3750/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/opera/3750/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/opera/3608/ 
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/opera/3608/ 
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/opera/3822/
https://www.bolshoi.ru/en/persons/opera/3042/
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10156635292610735&set=pcb.10156635294025735&type=3&theater
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May 13 — ballerina, tutor of the Bolshoi ballet com-
pany, National Artist of the USSR Nina Sorokina (1942-
2011)

May 14 — director Leo Dodin — 75th anniversary. He 
staged The Queen of Spades at the Bolshoi by Tchaik-
ovsky (2017) 

May 15 — ballet-master, National Artist of the USSR 
Nadezhda Pavlova, prima ballerina of the Bolshoi in 
1975-2000

Nadezhda Pavlova as Giselle 

Elena Stepanova as the Swan Princess
(1913, the first performer)

National Artist of the USSR ballerina Maya Plisetskaya
and chief ballet-master of Cuba National Ballet

Alberto Alonso at the rehearsal of Carmen Suite.
Photo by Alexander Makarov / RIA Novosti

May 16 — the Bolshoi ballet soloist (working under 
contract), Mertied Artist of Russia Gennady Yanin

May 17 — ballerina, ballet-master, National Artist of 
the USSR Olga Chenchikova

May 17 — opera and chamber singer (soprano), Na-
tional Artist of the USSR Elena Stepanova (1891-1978). In 
1908-1912 she sang in the Bolshoi Choir, in 1912-1924 and 
in 1927-1944 she was the Bolshoi Opera soloist.

May 18 — prima ballerina assoluta, Dame Com-
mander of the Order of the British Empire, one of the 
greatest dancers of the 20th century Margot Fonteyn 
(1919-1991) - 100th anniversary

May 18 — prima ballerina of Covent Garden Royal 
Ballet and Mikhailovsky Theatre in St-Petersburg Nata-
lia Osipova, in 2004-2011 — the Bolshoi ballerina.

May 18 — ballet dancer David Hallberg, In 2011-
2014 — principal dancer of the Bolshoi Ballet

May 19 — choreographer, artistic director of Yekat-
erinburg Ballet Vyacheslav Samodurov. He debuted as a 
choreographer in 2006 at the New Choreography Work-
shop at the Bolshoi (“+/-” to music by Georg Händel.) In 
2016 he staged the ballet Undine by Hans Henze In the 
new 244 season (March 2020) he will prepare the pre-
miere of the ballet Dancemania to music by Yuri Kras-
avin.

May 19 — the Bolshoi Opera soloist in 1954-1982, lyric 
soprano coloratura, National Artist of the  RSFSR Tama-
ra Sorokina

May 20 — singer and tutor, the Bolshoi Opera solo-
ist in 1976-1996 Raisa Kotova (May 20, 1939 –  May 10, 2019)

May 22 — composer, the major opera reformer Rich-
ard Wagner (1813-1883)

May 22 — Cuban choreographer Alberto Julio 
Rayneri Alonso (1917-2007) who had staged the ballet 
Carmen Suite specially for Maya Plisetskaya in 1967.
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May 24 — poet, laureate of the Nobel Prize for Liter-
ature of 1987 Joseph Brodsky (1940-1996)

Joseph Brodsky

Venera Gimadieva

May 28 — guest soloist of the Bolshoi Opera sopra-
no Venera Gimadieva

May 31 — ballet-master, Merited Artist of  Russia 
Vasily Vorokhobko (1947-2014) In 1988-2014 — ballet mas-
ter-repetiteur of the  Bolshoi

May 31 — composer Cesare Pugni (1802-1870) His 
ballet La Fille du Pharaon at the Bolshoi is run in the 
version by Pierre  Lacotte based on the choreography by 
Marius  Petipa (premiere of 2000, revival of 2018).


